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Chapter 1

THE BLESSINGS IN CHRIST

(Ephesians 1:1-14)

Paul iswriting this letter to Christians who have heard the Gospel and have accepted Christ Jesus as
Savior and Lord. He is eager to help them to be strong and to grow intelligently as believers. He begins his
letter by reminding his readers how rich they are because of spiritual blessings bestowed upon them
through Jesus Christ. The more they realize how graciously God has blessed them in Christ the stronger
they will be.

THE APOSTLE'S GREETING

Can you under stand why a minister of the Gospel would want to send a message to persons who are
already believersin Christ?

We speak of this as Paul's letter to the Ephesians. "The Ephesians’ is the general name for Christians
who lived in the community or in the area around Ephesus. Ephesus was a large city, and as we know, any
city hasalarge areaaround it that could be spoken of as " Greater," so we speak of "Greater New Y ork" or
"Greater Los Angeles." So also we can speak of "Greater Ephesus.”

This letter was sent out to the Christians living in the general region of the city of Ephesus, and the first
two verses are the apostle's greeting to his people. Thisisin one sentence:

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in
Christ Jesus (1:1).

Thisisthe greeting with which Paul approached the people who were going to listen to him, or read
this letter that he sent to them. We would normally say: "Dear John" or "Dear Mary" as the case may be;
but notice how the apostle begins: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God." We remember that
when he was born he was named Saul. He was a Pharisee. Some time after he was preaching as an apostle
of Jesus Christ, aminister of the Gospel, his name was changed to Paul. We have no particular reference
as to why his namewas changed, but at a certain point in his career he was named Paul. That is the
Christian name by which we know him.

The word "apostle" means "a sent one." It means the one who is an authorized spokesman, a
representative. Paul understood himself to be commissioned with the high responsibility to minister the
truth to believers.

Why should that be? Why should believers need to know more of the truth than they already know? It
iIsagood deal like asking you why you need to eat today? Y ou ate yesterday, then why do you want to eat
again? Simple? Y es, but very important. A person in this world would not last long if he ate only on
Monday. Or if he fed the children breakfast and then said, "Well, that's enough for you for the day." It
would not do. Y et that is the way so many people go about their spiritual life.

We know that if a person has any spiritual life at al it does not come as aresult of strong will power.
No, to have Christian faith means that a person seeks the will of God and receivesit for himself. Knowing
the will of God comes about by reading His Word, "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God" (Rom. 10:17). Thus aperson who is a Christian, is abeliever in the Lord Jesus Christ and feeds his
faith to strengthenit. If he failsto do this, after awhile it will get dim. Soon doubts creep in. He stops
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reading the Bible and thinking of the things of God. And soon that person will wind up with no faith at all.

All around us are those who once upon atime went to church, counted themselves Christians because
they believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. Today they do not believe anymore. It is said: "They started out,
but it didn't last.” Thisis misleading. They failed to feed themselves. They just starved to death spiritually.
God has arranged to have His people: apostles, ministers, pastors, evangelists, teachers share with other
Christian people the truth in the Gospel. Thisis done so as to feed the heart and soul that the person might
grow in grace and knowledge.

The apostle was sent on a special mission to tell all the Christians how they could receive the truth that
Isin Jesus Christ; so that they might be strong in faith giving glory to God. The Apostle Peter writing to
Chrigtians said, "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby"

(I Peter 2:2).

We have some people who speak about spiritual things, yet never talk about Jesus Christ. They may
talk about missions, or other needs such as widows and orphans, but never mention the Lord Jesus Christ.
When the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is left out in discussing living as a Christian, it islike trying to
run a car without gas in the tank. So the Christian needs to have the things of the Lord Jesus Christ in him
and with him. Itis"Christ in you" that is the hope of glory.

Thus the Apostle Paul, when he talked to people, spoke to them of the truth of Christ Jesus and His
wonderful Gospel so that they might grow. He calls himself an apostle of Jesus Christ. Heis not an
apostle of virtue, politics or good living. He is an apostle of Jesus Christ. Paul never counted himself to be
one who knew all the answers, even though he was a very learned person. He was a dedicated messenger
who had been entrusted with a message. He had something to say from Jesus Christ to the people. This
truth was his by the will of God. It was not his own idea, nor was it the idea of any other man. It was
Almighty God, the one who rules over providence and al affairs who prepared Paul for this ministry. God
also prepared the situations in which he was to witness, in which he was to teach. He was an apostle of
Jesus Christ by the will of God to the saints.

Theword "saint" means "the one set apart.” The saints were people set apart by God the Father, saved
by Him and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Thereis a popular use of the term "saint" which is of recent origin.
It is popular to refer to the spiritual or moral character of exceptional people —those who are very fine,
good, and holy — as being saintly. We speak of them popularly as saints. Thisis not what the Apostle Paul
meant. Anyone who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who had committed himself to Christ Jesus, was
included in the term "saints which are at Ephesus’ and to the faithful onesin Christ Jesus. The faithful
ones are the believing ones. Paul does not mean the tried and true and in that sense faithful, because they
have always stayed steadfast. No, they are the believing ones. Actually the faithful were those full of faith
marked as the believing ones: "To the faithful in Christ Jesus." They exercised their faith in whom they
trusted. "Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. 1:2).

ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS

Have you any idea why spiritual blessings are so important?

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessingsin
heavenly placesin Christ (1:3).

When we think of the word "blessing" we probably think of it as some benefit, something bestowed
upon us by the good grace of someone able to do it. Thus, someone who gives us something of value for
our benefit or our advantage is blessing us. As aresult we are better off than we were before because of
what was done. The word is used also to refer to anything we receive that we could not have earned nor
paid for. We speak of that as a blessing. When we speak of a spiritual blessing we refer to the kind of
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blessing it is, the context within which this benefit occurs; i.e., afinancial blessing would pertain to
money matters; a physical blessing would refer to the physical body; so a spiritual blessing would refer to
the spirit of man.

What is meant by "the spirit of man"? This phrase refersto that aspect of the human being that is not
physical, that is unseen, inward. When a person thinks of himself, he does not always have in mind his
outward appearance. One could have in mind apicture of himself as a boy, or as ayoung man. One could
remember how he has been with young children or how he will be in the future when he has grown older,
and finally stands before God. Man thinks of himself in the presence of God as one person. Hisown
different ages and stages all belong to the same person. That consciousness is different than thinking about
his body. With reference to the body, if a person wereto lose an arm, he would not have as much body as
before. But the loss of an arm would not lessen the spirit. When the body dies, when it stops functioning,
the spirit goes on. If the body were taken away the spirit would still be. Thisiswhat you mean when you
speak of "the spirit of man." Sometimes "the soul of man" is used. The Bible uses the words "spirit" and
"soul" interchangeably.

Our Lord emphasized the fact that the soul was the most important part of man. Y ou remember how
He used those words:. "For what shall it profit aman, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? Or what shall a man givein exchange for his soul" (Mark 8:36, 37)? The soul of man, the spirit of
man, permeates al that aman is, and lasts on through death into the very presence of God. The body can
be destroyed but the soul, the spirit is everlasting.

In the Book of Ephesians you will find that spiritual blessings included being "chosenin him." That is,
the Christian has been called by God to share the life of God, and thisis agreat blessing. Thisis
unchanged day in and day out, as long as the Christian livesin this world, and beyond that. When aman
dies the soul continues; it will never die. "Predestinated . . . unto the adoption of children” is the plan of
God. If you accept Christ you become a child of God, and this is permanent. It does not stop when the
body stops.

"Made. . . acceptablein the beloved” is another blessing. The Christian is made acceptable to God in
Christ. This simply recognizes the fact that a human being is not acceptable to God as a human being,
because heisasinner. God is of purer eyesthan to behold evil. When a person believesin Christ, Christ
makes the believer acceptableto God. He takes away his sin and provides anew life for the Christian.
Thisiswhy it iswritten that we are made "acceptable in the beloved." "The beloved," of course, refersto
Christ Jesus, who was the beloved Son of Almighty God: we are made acceptable in Him.

Another blessing is that we have redemption through His blood. The Christian is redeemed because of
the death of Christ. We were guilty, we had sinned, we were under condemnation from God. Christ Jesus,
by dying for us, carried away our sins, and so we have been redeemed.

These spiritual blessings do not change — today, tomorrow, as long as you live, and oninto eternity. It
will always be true that your sins have been forgiven. The Christian has received an inheritance. He
receives from God that which makes him rich, not in money, but in spiritual things. He receives from God
ahomein heaven; and heis sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.

God has given us all those thingsin Christ Jesus. These spiritual blessings have been givenin Christ by
God as our Father. They exist in heavenly placesin Christ. Referring to the phrase "in heavenly places,”
thereis no word "places’ in the original language. In the original language this phrase could be tranglated,
"in the heavenlies" This pointsto that sphere in which these blessings operate.

What do we mean by "heaven"? That iswhere God is. It is not subject to time or space. Thereis no
physical aspect. A believer cannot seeit, nor handle it. These things occur in the realm where God is; that
IS, in heaven. Thus we say that these blessings have been given to us "in heavenly places,” viz., in the
presence of God.

"In Christ," refersto their origin or source. Not in "Jesus,”" but in "Christ." The name "Jesus" is

www.thebibleforyou.org © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke



properly used for the earthly career of the Son of God. It refersto Him being incarnate as the man, Jesus
of Nazareth. He was the Babe in Bethlehem, in earthly form; but these blessings did not derive from Him
in that form. They derived from Him as Christ. Thisterm refersto an eterna relationship with God. For
He s the anointed Servant of God who came to do God's will.

When you think of spiritual blessings, look up. Look up into the presence of God. These benefits are
certain and everlasting. They are rich, and they are enriching because He is God. They are perfect and
complete; there is nothing lacking in them. They are free; you can never earn them as wages. They are
gracious, the believer does not have to be worthy to receive them. They are available to al because God is
no respecter of persons. The Gospel announces that these benefits are free to all who believe by the grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, that, though he wasrich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might berich" (2 Cor. 8:9).

CHOSEN — PREDESTINATED — ACCEPTABLE

Do you realize that the plan of God to save sinners through Jesus Christ is not an emergency
measure?

According as he hath chosen usin him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of hiswill, to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us
accepted in the beloved (1:4-6).

The Book of Ephesians was written to Christians. Anyone can come to God and become a Christian.
"Whosoever will may come," but we must always remember that whosoever won't, don't come.

There are three things mentioned in this passage that God does for Christians. Let us examine them.
First is the statement, "Chosen us in him before the foundation of the world." Many understand that word
"chosen™ to imply the making a selection of one out of many. Actually, the word "chosen™ as used here,
does not mean chosen "from," or chosen "before" others; or chosen "in preference” to others; but rather,
chosen unto, chosen in order to, chosen for the sake of, chosen for the purpose to.

Theideaisthat of being called to something that God hasin mind. We are not chosen because we are
better than other people. It is not a matter of preference. It is not that God prefers one over another,
because God is no respecter of persons. And the qualifying condition is not chance; it is not a matter of
"luck™: "I amin and heisout." And it isnot a matter of reward, because of something | have done.

What it means is that the believer is chosen "in him." Anyone may come, "whosoever will"; he can be
in Him, can be called to, and can be chosen for this blessing.

"Before the foundation of the world," meansto say, this was the eternal plan of God. Before God ever
made this world, or created Adam, He had in mind that since Adam was created of the dust, he would fall
because of the dust out of which he was created. Adam would at the sametime have been given acall.
Because of the spirit that was within him, Adam would hear, understanding that he was being offered
eternal life in exchange for the human life that he had, and respond. God always had in mind to arrange it
so that whosoever was in Christ should have the blessing. Anyone who was in Christ should be "'holy and
without blame before him in love." We who are in Christ are called to, and chosen to this end.

God had thisin mind from the beginning. When He created the world and made man in His own
image, He had in mind that when man sinned, He would send His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.
His Son would fully obey the law of God, and would open the way into His presence, and share with
whosoever would come, the eternal life of God. The result of that would be that such persons would be
holy and without blame before Him in love.

The word "holy," comes from the English word "wholly," i.e., the whole thing, 100%. We should be
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genuine; without reservation, singleminded, wholly 100% turned to God and without blame.

How can a sinner be without blame? Christ Jesus came to save sinners. Y et there is no man who
sinneth not. To be without blame does not mean to be without sin. Then what does it mean? Because sins
are taken away, they are forgiven. The sinner is pardoned and his soul is cleansed. We are washed whiter
than snow. We should be 100%, totally clean and without blame before Him. "Inlove," in the presence of
God; in Hissight. Thisis the communion of blessed fellowship with God, the plan of God, into whichwe
have been called.

"Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself." Intrying to
understand predestination, the person should focus his attention on the main part of the word,
"destination." The Christian knows what is meant by the word "destination.” It is "where he is coming
out." Itis hisfuture. The word "predestination” always points forward to the future.

Itisafact that many people are troubled by predestination. They have trouble accepting or believing
what they think it means. What they fail to realize is that often men have been pointed backward to the
beginning of time, because of the phrase. "before the foundation of the world.” This view implies that
before the beginning God predetermined who was going to be where. John isin; Tomisout; Harry isin;
Jm isout! But no! Thereis nothing in the Bible to indicate this. The word predestination points forward.
Itisaword that belongsto every believer. If a person believesin the Lord Jesus Christ his future is settled.
Heis going forward into the presence of God to bein Him. As | write this| am reminded that my wifein
talking to me about my discussing predestination, hasinsisted that | repeat this truth at least three times.
The word predestination is never used about an unbeliever. Itis never used about a sinner. Not one time,
not anywherein the Bibleis the intimation held that God ever planned that any person go to hell. Never!
We are predestinated unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself. That is the future of the
believer. Thiswould not be areward, it would not be something earned. It would be entirely a matter of
God'swill, His own good pleasure. Whosoever believes in the Lord Jesus Christ has this for his future.
This person can be achild of God to the praise of the glory of His grace because of His grace.

"Wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.” That word "accepted,” can well be translated
"acceptable." He has made us "acceptablein the beloved.” "The beloved,” of course, is Christ Jesus.
"Acceptable” means reckoned to be worthy of being received. Because of sin, we would have been
ineligible, we would have been left out, but He makes us by His grace to be worthy in Christ. God in His
grace freely makes the believer acceptable in Christ. Whoever isin Christ is acceptable with the Beloved.
In these three blessings, the believer is placed in the family of God sharing communion with Him.

REDEMPTION — FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Did you know that the forgiveness of sin for a Christian is due to what God seesin Jesus Christ, not
what He seesin the Christian?

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of hisgrace;
wherein he hath abounded toward usin all wisdom and prudence (1.7, 8).

The Book of Ephesiansis aletter written by the Apostle Paul to the Christians who lived at Ephesus.
This book began with thanks to God because of His grace toward us in the work of Jesus of Nazareth. just
now we arelooking at 1:7, 8: "In whom (speaking of Jesus Christ) we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; wherein he hath abounded toward usin all
wisdom and prudence." Paul has just pointed out that God plans to bring us to glory, indicating that this
was His purpose before the beginning of the world. He intended to bring believersto Himself to be His
children forever and ever.

One barrier to such awork of God was the guilt and sinfulness of man. God is holy, and is of purer
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eyesthan to behold evil. And man is sinful. There is no man who does not sin. How then could man ever
be in fellowship with God? God arranged it. He planned to send His only begotten Son, His beloved Son,
into the world to seek and to save the lost. Man because of his sin was under condemnation. He was
doomed. Sinful man is not fit for the presence of God. We were under condemnation because we had
sinned. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezek. 18:4). Thus we were doomed to die because of the sin
that was in us. Now in God's way of ruling He will accept the payment of a debt by another. The settling
of an obligation can be done by athird party. The Bible tells us that there is one Mediator between God
and man; and that is Christ Jesus. "God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us’ (Rom. 5:8), opening the way.

What we call the Christian Gospel is set out in John 3:16: "For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." These
are precious words to the believer, gracious words to the Christian. They give the assurance that Almighty
God had in mind to do this very thing. He came to redeem. He sent His Son into the world to redeem.

"Redeem" means to release from penalty by removing the penalty. Once when | was going to school, a
classmate of mine was fined in atraffic court "$30 or 30 days." He did not have any money. He called me
and asked meif | had the money. It happened | had exactly $30. | returned to the school to get the money.
When | returned to the police court, everyone had gone: no judge, no lawyers. The only person there was
the cashier. So | went up to the cashier and | asked whether or not | could pay this person'sfine. | will
never forget how this cashier just looked at me and said, "What name?' When | started to give my name,
and began to spell it, sheinterrupted: "What is the name of the guilty man?' "Remple." She took the
money and wrote areceipt; and in a bored way told me to go down the hall and show the man standing
there the receipt.

So | was sent out. She never did ask my name. She wasn't a bit interested in me. All she needed was
$30, and | gave the money to her. | went to the jailer and showed him the receipt. He never asked my
name. He turned around and called out "Remple." Remple came forward from about eighty men there. |
remember the happy look on his face when he realized that now he was going to be set free. It was my
$30, but he was set free. He had been put in jail because he had done wrong. | put up my $30. But the debt
was how paid, and he was free.

Here can be seen an exact pattern of what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for each believer. The sinner
Is guilty, standing before God. The penalty for sinning is death, to be shut out from the presence of God.
Christ Jesus stepped in; and He died for the sinner. Because He died the sinner can now go free. Thisis
the basic truth in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

"When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law." He did this by what has been called "the forgiveness of sins." The root ideain the word "forgive" is
"to give." When the Bible tells us that God will forgive us, we are to understand that He will forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors: to the same extent and in the same way that we forgive others.

How does a person forgive others? Suppose a man owes me $40. If | want to forgive him, | can cancel
his obligation to pay the $40. This would cost me $40, but | can do it. Thus the man is released to the
extent of that $40. To forgive a person does not mean to condone or overlook or approve what he does.
No, wrong iswrong and sin and debt are real. To forgive means exactly what the word says. the debtor is
given release. The debt is cancelled.

Why would Christ Jesus do this? He forgives according to the riches of His grace. Grace means the
undeserved kindness and favor of God toward man. Thisis the one great truth all through the Gospel. Man
does not deserveto be free. He does not earn his pardon. He might not ever be worthy of the mercy of
God. But if God shows grace toward him, the man receivesit. "Wherein he hath abounded toward usin all
wisdom and prudence.”
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Marvelous grace of our loving Lord

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,
Freely bestowed on all who believe!
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Gracethat is greater than all our sin.

We read in the Bible "where sin abounded, grace did much more abound" (Rom. 5:20) toward us. Again,
let me say very kindly, thisis not for everyone. It isfor anyone. Whosoever will believe will receive this.
"In all wisdom and prudence,” which isto say, everythingisall paid up fair and square! What a wonderful
salvation we have in Christ Jesus our Lord.

AN INHERITANCE IN HISWILL

Did you know that a Christian has something very important coming to him after death, after he leaves
thisworld, that no one else can have?

Paul reminds these Christians at Ephesus of the spiritual blessings that had been given freely in Christ
Jesus. It is such a common thing among professing Christians to assume that all benefits and blessing
from the death of Christ arefor all men. This can be avery dangerous error. It iswonderfully true that
anyone can come, but it is only those who will come and those who will believe who will receive blessing.

Every man has afuture. It is "appointed unto man onceto die," then comes the judgment when every
man shall stand before God. There is no other God but one. All men shall come to stand before Him.
However, of the people who stand before God, there are two classes and only two. Those who are with
Christ, and those who are without Christ: those who are in Christ, and those who are outside of Christ.
"Hethat believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but
the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:36). To be sure all men are together herein thisworld. The
wheat and the tares grow together. Each will leave this world via death. If they go before the Lord comes,
it will be appointed unto them onceto die. In dying they will al be alike, but after death comes the
judgment; and in the judgment comes the separation. The wheat and the tares grow together in this world.
When the harvest comes, then the separation will take place, and there will be just two classes — the saved
and the lost.

Now someone may say, "l don't like that." May | say gently, it is not going to make any difference. Itis
not given to usto judge. God knows those who are His. There is a difference between men, and in their
fate.

Aswe read Paul's letter to the Ephesians, we note many benefits prepared for the believerswho arein
Christ. We have noted that they are chosen in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and
without blame before Him in love. They are predestinated unto the adoption of children. They are made
acceptablein the Beloved. All thisistrue in Christ Jesus. They have redemption in Him, the forgiveness
of sins. Thereis another benefit that they have: "In whom also we have obtained an inheritance." Not
everybody has this inheritance. Those who believe in Him haveit, aswell as blessings that are sealed with
the Holy Spirit of promise. These benefits, these blessings, so wonderful, so free, are all offered to all
men. They could be had by anyone, but again plainly and | hope clearly, they are not available to the
unbeliever.

Itislike saying that the lady comes with atray with the coffee to offer to her guests. She stops, first at
one chair and then at another. Who will get the coffee? It was provided for all. The person who takes it
will have it. What about the person who does not take it? He simply does not have it. The blessings that
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arein Christ Jesus are reserved for those who believein Him.

Having made known unto us the mystery of hiswill, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed
in himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all thingsin Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: in whom also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:
that we should be to the praise of hisglory, who first trusted in Christ (1:9-12).

Therewill be itemsin this Scripture that will be obscure to some of us. To begin with thereis this word
"mystery.” Simply put the word "mystery" means "something that is hidden.” It is something which istrue,
but which cannot be seen and immediately understood. Thisis the hidden truth — the mystery of Hiswill. |
have been helped to understand more about this when | think of an extension cord such asyou havein
your home. Alone, it is much like a cord with which to wrap a bundle. Put to its proper use, with the plug
in the wall and the other end in an appliance, it serves another purpose to man. The electricity provides the
power. A person cannot see it, since there is no bulge passing along the cord, but the electricity passes
through invisibly.

Paul would call that a"mystery." Thismeansit isout of sight. There are things about a Christian that
God hasin mind for believersthat are not evident at once. There are things that are true about a Christian
that you would not know by looking at him. Isthere anything about his eyesor ears or his nose that would
show him to be a child of God? It is true there might be something about his conduct that you would think
Islike a Christian, but only God knows his heart, where the truth is operative.

In the same way the Holy Spirit is now in the heart of the Christian. Can you see Him? No! If you saw
three people walking down the street and knew that one of them was a Christian, you would not see any
glow about him. There would not be any phosphorescent gleam coming out of the inside that would show
up something in him because the Holy Spirit was there. No one could see it but the Holy Spirit would be
there; and that would be a"mystery." The Christian now has fellowship with the living Lord within his
own soul.

Some years ago, the whole world took note with arather pathetic regret of the cosmonaut who said
when he came back to earth from his space flight that he looked out of his space capsule and he could not
see God. No doubt. Very true. But does that deny that God is there? Can one see radio waves or television
impulses before they are picked up by receivers? Y et they are there. Yes, they are true, but they are
hidden.

The Christian will one day be in the presence of the Father. The Christian will one day have aglorious
body. Thisis also true and this is not because there is something about his body now that you could
recognize by looking. All these benefits and more are the result of God's work. He has made known unto
us "the mystery of hiswill" according to His good pleasure which He has purposed in Himself. It wasin
His mind that in the fullness of time He would gather together in one, all thingsin Christ. Thiswill take
place. "In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of
him who worketh all things after the counsel of hisown will." The future for the Christian is guaranteed
because God win do it. God is the one who isin control and He is absolute in His sovereign control. Heis
God. Heis going to do these things; and if we are believers we will receive them because God does them.
We can rgjoicein that.
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SEALED — THE EARNEST

Did you know that there is a way in which you can know for sure that you really are in the Lord Jesus
Christ?

All that hasto do with being a Christian isinvisible to the human eye. It is alwaysarisky thing to
judge whether another personisarea Christian by just looking at him.

A person may feel heisa Christian, in the sense that he is not a Mohammedan nor a Buddhist or one of
the other religionsin the world. The Christian believesin God and believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. He understands that Christ Jesus came for sinners.

A person can have all those thingsin mind and still have an inward, uneasy feeling that maybeall is
not asit should be. A Christian realizesthat he is saved by faith, but sometimes questions continue to
haunt him.

Paul indicates to these Christians at Ephesus what it isto be areal Christian. He writes:

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which isthe earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of hisglory (1:13, 14).

A wealth of assuranceisto be found in these two verses. These Christians could have assurance,
because of what God had done in sending them the Holy Spirit. Apparently there was a time when these
persons in Ephesus were ignorant of the Gospel. In those daysthey could not believe because weread "in
whom (in Christ Jesus) ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth." Before they heard the word
of truth, they could not have believed. It was only after they had heard the Gospel that they believed. This
emphasizes that no one becomes a believer in Christ by himself. The notion that any person could
naturally in his own strength be a Christian is simply not true. We sometimes call aperson a"good
Christian" because of hisvirtue. It is not your virtue or your goodness that makes you a Christian. It isthe
believer'sfaith in the living Lord Jesus Christ. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing y the Word of God.
One must hear the Word of God and believeit. Paul says, "How shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard?' (Rom. 10:14b).

Now, what was this word of truth? It was the "gospel of [their] salvation." It was the message of Jesus
of Nazareth dying for sinners. To tell that story, the believer would have to tell about Jesus of Nazareth,
who He was, under what circumstances He came, and what happened to Him. The Lord came to seek and
to save the lost, to give Himself aransom for many. He died for sinners that they might be saved. "In
whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” After he believes, a
person is sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise. Something happensto believers after they believe. Are
you one of those who by the grace of God believesin the Lord Jesus Christ? Do you know that the Bible
saysthat Heisthe Savior, yet you feel in your own heart also that He is your Savior? The next step isto
be "sealed.” We have all sealed aletter. Most of us lick the flap to seal it. Others heat wax and let it drip
on the back of the envelope, then pressit down, thus sealing it with sealing wax. "Seal" means some sort
of security so fastened to insure that the letter will remain closed. The word can be used when we "seal" a
bargain. For example, when one agreesto pay $10 for an item, how can it be "sealed"? Give the man $2 of
the $10, and that seals the bargain.

In preaching the Gospel, when we tell about the Lord Jesus Christ, a promise is made. We promise to
anyone, anywhere, "whosoever will may come," and whosoever comes will "in no wise [be] cast out." We
offer this to everyone: whosoever believesin Him shall not perish but shall have everlasting life. When a
person accepts that offer astrue, God has away of confirming His promise. To show that receiving this
offer is an acceptable response, God sends the Holy Spirit.
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The Holy Spirit sent as evidence of God's approval is the indwelling presence of God. Thiswill affect
different people in different ways. Some people, because of what they have heard or been taught, will have
an experience of grea excitement. The receiving of the Holy Spirit may be accompanied by a sense of
personal excitement. Some believers will shout, some will cry, some will sing. Otherswill pray. Such
persons suddenly realize something has happened to them inside. They are changed. | can remember a
person saying he was in darkness and confusion; when he prayed to God everything was quiet. Suddenly it
was as if the shades had been pulled up, and the light shone in. Now everything was at peace. The
presence of God isreal. The person cannot see nor touch Him, but Heisreal.

A believer can be certain about God, and about the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior. The Christian can
trust Him. The believer will find himself wanting to help other people. The believer will be inclined to
deny himself. Such feelings are evidence of the Holy Spirit working in the believer. The seal, the presence
of the Holy Spirit, indicates that the transaction as made has been approved.

The presence of the Holy Spirit constitutes what is called "the earnest” of our inheritance. Herealso is
aterm of the market place. When one speaks of the "earnest,” "earnest money," it is used aswhen oneis
buying ahouse or alot. If the cost is $5,000, a partial payment of $500 binds the contract by showing
good faith. Part of belonging to God is to have His presence in your soul, and to bein His fellowship. This
fellowship will continue gloriously in heaven. This fellowship will never be changed in all eternity.
Fellowship with God through the Holy Spirit will be our experience while we are here and it will be true
until we are passed through this life into the very presence of God.
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Chapter 2

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING

(Ephesians 1:15-23)

Having outlined the spiritual blessings the Christians have because of the grace of God in Christ Jesus,
Paul tells the Ephesian Christians of his pastoral praying for them. He is aware of the dimness of the
human heart which can hinder an appreciation of the blessings that come to the believer in Christ. So he
sketches to his readers the requests he is bringing to God constantly on behalf of these believers, whom he
loves dearly.

FAITH — LOVE — THANKS
Christians should thank God for other believerswho witness to the Lord.

To aChristian it makes a difference when others also believein God. To be sure it isavery personal,
intimate thing when a person accepts the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. What happensin the
heart of abeliever is seen and known only by God. The believer puts hisfaith in Onewho isinvisible,
whose ways are beyond him, therefore doubts in his human heart are quite normal. A person can doubt
himself, his faith and his understanding of God. There are times when faith is abundant, being atime of
joy. But sometimes there is lessfaith, to the heart's distress. Thisis why when | know of another'sfaith
and belief, | can rgjoice.

| suppose any of us would feel that a person like the Apostle Paul could certainly stand alone. If ever
there was any one man who believed in Christ Jesus, who did not need anyone else to support him, we
could immediately say such an one was Paul, the apostle. Y et when he wrote to the Ephesians, Paul
expressed his appreciation of their reputation as believersin wordslike this:

Wherefore | also, after | beard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, cease not to give
thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers (1:15, 16).

The word gets around when a person accepts Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Others will know it,
because accepting Christ involves more than just an inner mental consent to a proposition. Simply to
change one's mind about Christ is only the beginning. It is when one changes his ways and conduct that
others can see that something has happened. Stop and think for amoment. Among your friends do you
know someone who is without doubt a Christian? Do you know of anyone whose faith is talked about?
Ask yourself, what is that one doing for Christ that is worthy of mention?

Paul writes, "After | heard of your faith." How would anyone hear anything about another that would
indicate his faith? We cannot look into the heart of the believer. Then how would we know? Let me offer
afew suggestions. if one became amissionary, people would feel that he must be areal Christian, by
looking at what he did. Or, if a Christian were to go to some leper colony, people would talk about it to
say, "What awonderful sacrifice that person is making!" It is true these are exceptional instances and
would berare. But what of each one of us, where he lives? We have our homes to keep, officesto go to,
and families to rear. How would anyone know that the average Christian is a believer?

One of the least things that would show a person to he a Christian would be what that person says. In
this situation, actions speak louder than words. Words are cheap. How would anyone know? He could
watch the actions and the life of the person in question. What about that person's conduct? Isthere
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anything in that person's daily walk that would indicate he is walking with the Lord? Does he pray? Even
the simple practice of bowing one's head in arestaurant to quietly give thanks — people will know. In
addition to that, is there afamily altar in his home? There are opportunities for family prayer and devotion
if onewill seek them out, making time for them, however short. Does each member of the family pray for
one another? Does each one carry and read a Bible? This may sound artificial but it isavalid sign. It
makes a difference when you see aman who is carrying a Bible. It would make a difference in any church
if all the people who came carried their Bibles. | remember when it was my privilege to be in Brazil, that
it was very noticeable and very touching to see how regularly Christians there carried a hymn book, as
well asaBible. Carrying aBible, reading a Bible at home or at work, can make a difference in the opinion
of others.

Another quiet thing a Christian can do is to attend church services. It is distressing to see so many
families dropping the children off at Sunday school. How wonderful it is when the whole family goes
regularly to worship the Lord! It isimpressive to go to public prayer meetings, to take time for Bible
study. If you join a Bible study group, invite othersto join youin your joy in the Lord. Men you let it be
known that you are interested in people coming to church and to the things of the Lord, these things will
speak.

But a person can do more. He can be openly kind to the poor. He can support the work of the church.
Thiswill let it be known that heisfor it. Men the church is trying to promote missions, he can give! When
they are trying to promote the Sunday school, he can go! He can support the things of the Lord, and this
will be noted.

A Christian's conduct can be an inspiration to others. There are always some who will be blessed by
what a person does. It is so easy to say: "For me and my wife, my son John and his wife, us four, no
more." That would be very human, very natural. However, when a believer shows an interest in the
welfare of others, heis testifying openly that he believesin the Lord Jesus Christ. With God Al- mighty as
his Father, he looks out upon all men and remembersthat God is no respecter of persons, he remembers
that anyone can come. Paul wrote: "Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers.” He constantly thanked God for the witness and testimony of other believers, and he named other
Christiansin his thanksto God. It is my earnest prayer that you will yield to be awitnessing Christian in
your family. Then you will be awitness for Christ Jesus whose testimony will help and lead others. Itis
good to thank God continually name by name for those people who openly show that they believein Him.

SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND REVELATION
Do you realize that the ability to know the Lord is actually given to believers?

If aperson knew that his pastor was praying for him, that each day the pastor lifted to God the souls of
his people, what would the pastor be praying for? Perhaps he would pray for their health and well being.
Y et there is something much more important than that. Let us notice what the Apostle Paul wrote about
his praying for his people in Ephesus. Paul prayed:

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened (1:17, 18).

Thisisto say that Paul wrote in effect "I would pray from the bottom of my heart that God would give
each one inwardly the grace, the ability to see and to believe the things of God."

| have the privilege of having in my family two sons. The second of theseis what you would call a
Space engineer, aspecialist in electro magnetics. For anumber of years he was on the faculty of awell-
known university. There, he was considered a puzzle by his fellow faculty members as he let it be known
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in avery simple way that be believed the Bible asit is. He told me of a conversation he had with afellow
faculty member. This person said to him, "Well, Gutzke, you don't mean to tell me that you believe the
Bible?

John said, "Yes, | do."

"WEell, you certainly don't believe the Book of Genesis."

"Oh, yes," he said, "that's part of the Bible. | believe that."

"WEell, you certainly wouldn't believe the creation story asit istold in Genesis.”

"Why yes, that's exactly the way it is."

"I could never believe that."

"Of courseyou couldn't.”

"Wait aminute. Why do yousay | couldn't?

John replied: "You'rejust looking at it from a human point of view, aren't you?"

Theman said, "Yes."

John said, "Aslong as you look at it from a human point of view, you will never believeit."

Then this man said to him, "Well, what can | do? How do you believe?’

"Well," John said, "l have the grace of God, and the grace of God helps me. | am ableto believe."

"Are you something specia that you have this grace of God?'

"Oh, no! Anybody can haveit. You can haveit."

Sadly the man turned away.

Each person needs the grace of God in his heart to believe. The grace of God enables the willing
person to believe. God givesit. Every now and again | come across people who say, "I don't understand
about all these problems people have. | have never had any problemsin believing." When | hear
something like that, | always think — fortunate, blessed person. It has been given to that person by the
grace of God. It is not something one can cultivate. Paul does not imply that God will give you direct
knowledge of Him. No, that is something a person gains. A person can read, think, examine and discuss.
The Scriptures are right there to learn from. As a person studies and reads, it is God that grants the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. God puts something into the heart that enables oneto
believe: the spirit of wisdom and revelation.

The word "wisdom" is agood word. What does it mean? It simply means a person has good common
sense. Sometimes young believers are not wise. They can have areal, urgent faith, and yet not be wise.
But if abeliever has strong faith, God will give him wisdom. Who, then, iswise? When is a person wise?
The Bible will tell you "The fool hath said in his heart, Thereisno God" (Ps. 14:1). Thistells us wisdom
beginsin being aware that God is! "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" (Prov. 9:10). That is
to say, when the heart has an awe, a deep reverence for Almighty God, thisiswise. That is the beginning
of good sense. One has the spirit of wisdom, beginsto have good common sense, when he appreciates the
fact that God is great. God is Almighty and in His majesty He is present. The believer bows his heart
down and Almighty God permeates the whole mind. Thisis the beginning of wisdom.

Paul prayed that these Ephesian Christians might have this spirit of good common sense about God and
revelation. What is meant by the word "revelation"? The word "insight" would help. It speaks of aperson
having an understanding of something that can't be seen from the outside. It is revealed from within. An
understanding about God is not based upon alogical argument put together with rational considerations.
The believer has an inward awareness of God's presence. There is an immediate awareness of God's
person and power, when deep down in his heart he realizes that he is standing in the presence of Almighty
God, and that He is arewarder of them that diligently seek Him.

Thisistremendously important. The Apostle Paul wanted believing Christians to have this basic
conviction in their hearts. Thus he prayed to Almighty God that God would give to them the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. When a believer gets to know Christ, Christ will grow in
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his heart. Thisiswhat Paul wants; thisis what the wise, intelligent pastor wants for his people. Asa
believer, he yearnsthat others should know about God.

| can remember as a father thinking, when my own boys and girls were growing up: "What do | really
want them to have when they go out in the world?' Above everything else | wanted them to be aware of
God. The awareness of God and the appreciation of God will shed light through all the heart and mind of a
man. Paul wanted his people to be inwardly illuminated in thinking and feeling by the knowledge of God
in Jesus Christ, that they might be wise in understanding and strong in faith.

THE HOPE — THE GLORY

Can you see why it is so important that a Christian should appreciate the great things God will do for
any person who accepts Christ?

Itisawaysvery stimulating and encouraging to remember what Christ Jesus did when He died for me.
When | think about the cross of Calvary, | think about His suffering and that the Son of God would die for
sinners. This moves me to want to praise Him.

Itis even more powerful to keep in mind what He has promised to do for mein the future. The
Christian is a person who has a past. He looks into his past and knows that heis a sinner. He also looks
back into the past and sees that Christ Jesus died for sinners. The Christian remembers the Gospel, that
God sent His Son into the world to seek and to save the lost. All of thisiswonderful.

The Christian aso looks forward to a golden future. This could be missed if | become too preoccupied
with the present. | can get so involved in what | am doing now that | may forget, and neglect to lift up my
eyesand look forward to what God will do.

In helping them to avoid neglecting this prospect, the Apostle Paul in writing to the Ephesian
Christians, outlined an aspect of the glory which is promised in the Gospel. Paul has already prayed that
the believers might be given the spirit of good common sense and true insight into the nature and power of
God. When he has concluded this part of his prayer he goes on to say, "that ye may know what is the hope
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of hisinheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe." The apostle has prayed that God should give to the
believers the spirit of good common sense and true insight into the promises of God. With this grace, the
believers might know what is the hope of His calling, the riches of the glory of Hisinheritancein the
saints and the exceeding greatness of "His power to usward who believe."

The Greek word trandlated in English as"know," means much more than simply identification: to
recognizeit by title or by tag. Thisword "know" seems to gather up al that is significant about that which
is named. When a person saysthat he "knows" anything, he is saying he appreciates and understands what
it means. We have heard the inquiry, "Do you know John Smith?" And the answer, "I know who John
Smith is, but | don't know him." That means the person has not had any dealings with John Smith. He
does not know what to expect from him. When the Greek uses the word "know" it means really to know
what to expect — to appreciate— to realize the full import. Paul wanted his believing people to know, to
realize, to fully appreciate what is the hope of His calling.

When the believer speaks about "the hope of his calling" what does he mean? What is "his calling"?
Would this mean His calling aperson to come to Him that he might be saved? Christ Jesus said, "Come
unto me, al yethat labour and are heavy laden, and | will giveyou rest" (Matt. 11:28). So He callsthe
person to Himself that the soul might be saved, that the person should be redeemed, pardoned, forgiven.
The plan of God isthat the believer should have a new birth and be adopted as a child of God. All that is
in "the hope of His calling." These are the things that Paul wanted the Christians to "know" and to
appreciate that they could answer the question for themselves. "What am | expecting now that | have
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cometo Christ?" Thisiswhat the Apostle Paul wanted them to have in mind. In order that they might
have thisin mind, he prayed that they might be given the spirit of wisdom and of revelation. The believer
needs to be wise, and have true insight into the nature of God to really understand what is prepared for
him in Christ Jesus.

What is "the riches of the glory of Hisinheritancein the saints'? Let us takeit up bit by bit. Start at the
last phrase "in the saints." Who are they? The saints are the people who belong to Him, those who are set
apart to Him. They are the saved persons. What would be the inheritance of Jesus Christ in those saved
persons? It will not be in the kind of people they are, nor in anything that they have done. It will be
something that God put in them, which He gave to His Son. Thus, "hisinheritancein the saints.” What is
it that Christ Jesus has in the believer? When a person becomes a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
gives himself over to God, he accepts His promises. The believer becomes a child of God. The believer
obeys by His grace. In His strength the Christian is able to believe. God is working in the believer "to will
and to do of His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). Thisis Hisinheritance in the believer. Christ Jesus died for
this. Thus as Christians our disposition is to serve God, to praise God, to obey God. God has produced in
us thisinward disposition to want to be well-pleasing in His sight. Thisis "hisinheritance.”

The glory of it, the fulfillment of that seen in the life of the believer, iswhat the Bible calls
"righteousness.” The Christian comes before God as he is. He will confess his sins constantly and he will
be dependent upon Him at all times for all things. The believer will be "right” in His sight because God is
within keeping the believer righteous. With this working of God in the soul there will be peace in the heart
— the peace of God that passeth all understanding.

Thisis"the glory of hisinheritance" that will be in the heart and in the life of the believer. There will
be joy. The believer could not possibly have such joy and peace in his own strength. The joy in the
believer isthejoy that is experienced when Christ Jesus is actually working to move the believer into the
will of God. In fellowship with God, the Christian has joy. This actually is the "riches of the glory," of the
fulfillment "of hisinheritancein the saints." Great things will be done in the believer through the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul wanted the Christians to realize this, for it would strengthen them.

When the believer knows what has been done for him, is being done in him, and what will be done for
him through Christ Jesus, he will be encouraged and strengthened in his faith to walk in Him. May God
grant to every believer that this may be so by the grace of God.

THE GREATNESS OF HIS POWER
Do you have any idea of the significance of being saved?

Becoming a Christian is a much greater work than is commonly realized. Much of what we learn about
becoming a Christian is gained by listening to sermonsin church services. Preaching at best is styled to
suit the public mind. As aresult the public has little knowledge of God. They have limited knowledge of
the will or plan of God. Their knowledge of the Scripturesis sketchy. In general the public has no
appreciation of heaven or of hell, and they do not know what is meant if anyone talks about "the Spirit and
the flesh." Commonly speaking men in public do not have any expectation of judgment by God. People
normally have little feeling of guilt in His presence.

It isamost impossible for a preacher to honestly and adequately present Jesus Christ as the Savior.
There will be preachers who, one way or another, will present Him as a great person. They will talk about
Him as a good man, a great teacher, although they may not tell what He taught. Others will offer Him asa
leader, yet they do not note to see where He leads. Christ Jesus is presented vaguely as Someone a person
can turn to and get help from.

This situation istragic but true. | personally grew up in church and | listened to preachers. | think those
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preachers arranged their messages with the idea that what they presented was all their people could take at
that time. Y et, if a person had asked them privately, "lsn't it true, to get a person right with God things will
have to be done God's way?' Most of the preacherswould say, "Yes." "Well, wouldn't the Bible tell you
what God hasin mind?' I'll warrant you the great majority would say, "Oh, yes, you study the Bible to
find out." Ask many preachersfrankly, "Do you think there is such athing as heaven or hell?' Many of
them would say, "Oh, yes." They would agreethat God is the judge of all the earth. Then one wonders
why thisis not preached? A person could go to church Sunday after Sunday, and it would be practically
impossible for him to find out why Jesus Christ came into the world, or to discover what actually was
done when He died for the believer.

So often preaching, teaching, implies that a person should try to be good. He should try to do good.
Thisiswhat the Jews understood. Here we are reminded of what the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans
10:1-3:

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Isragl is, that they might be saved. For | bear them record that
they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themsel ves unto the righteousness of God.

Itistrue salvation isof God. Itisby God, in God, and through God. Salvation isthework of God. A
Christian needs to know that and to believe it. For a Christian to be strong in faith, he needs to know the
exceeding greatness of the power of God to those who believe.

Paul had prayed for these Christians in Ephesus that they might know:

What is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward, who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in thisworld, but also in that which isto come: and hath put all things under his feet, and gave himto
be the head over all thingsto the church, whichis his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all (1:19-23).

That is along sentence and it contains much truth. It sets out in full description how the Apostle Paul
wanted these Christian people to know the "exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe."

Thereis agreat power of God displayed everywhere. "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament showeth his handiwork” (Ps. 19:1). The sun, moon and stars, even the earth itself all indicate
the greatness of God's power, but there is more than that true. God is not only the Creator, God is the
Savior. In salvation God does something just as big and just as original and just as demanding of power as
in creation. Paul points this out when he writes.

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6).

That statement "who commanded the light to shine out of darkness' takes the reader back to the Book of
Genesis. "And God said, Let there be light: and there was light" (Gen. 1:3). Paul said God who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, in His creative power, has "shined in our hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” in His recreative, regenerating
power. Paul wanted the Christians at Ephesus to understand the power which God manifested in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The raising up of Jesus of Nazareth iswhat God did. He actualy worked in Jesus Christ to make Him
the One who would be able to share eternal life. God raised Him from the dead, and Christ will never die
again. Those who believe in Him will be with Him forever.

"And set him at his own right hand.” God raised Him up and set Him at His own right hand. The living
Lord Jesus Christ now isinterceding on behalf of the Christians. Christians have an Intercessor, an
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Advocate in the presence of God, even Jesus Christ the righteous. "And hath put all things under his feet”
— because God has given al power to the Lord Jesus Christ. Later the Lord could say. "All power is given
unto mein heaven andin earth” (Matt. 28:18). This simply means that all power and authority is given to
Jesus Christ to exercise. God has put all things under Hisfeet. Heisin control. He is over everything "and
gavehimto bethehead . . . [of] the church.”

Thisiswhat the Christian needs to "know." He needs to know that when he believesin Almighty God,
and puts histrust in the Lord Jesus Christ, God will raise him from the dead and God will set him at His
own right hand. The Christian needs to know that Jesus Christ, His Son, will lead him on into glory. The
Christian knowing and believing this will be strengthened to be able to obey, to praise God and to serve
Him while here in thisworld. The believer needs to know the almighty power of God.
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Chapter 3

SAVED BY GRACE

(Ephesians 2:1-10)

As Paul proceedsto discuss the benefits to be received in the Gospel, he emphasizes that all that
happensin, to and is by the grace of God. There is no ground for anyone to boast of anything he did to
causethe power of God to be active within his own soul. Every believer isawork of God and is "created
in Christ Jesus' that he might serve God in doing "the good works" which God in His providence has
aready prepared and now gives the believer the privilege of doing.

DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SN

Can you under stand that any person who is not a Christian is actually unable to respond to the will of
God?

Itis natural to think that if a person wanted to be obedient to the will of God he could do it. But there
would be so much less frustration and guilt if aman would just realize that it is not possible in hisown
strength. The natural man does not have it in him. No doubt we commonly feel our main problem is our
own unwillingness. To alarge extent it is true that the natural man may not want to walk with God. Then,
generally, we assume that anyone could, if he only wanted to badly enough. Thisisan error.

"Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be" (Rom. 8:7). The natural human cannot be subject to the will of God. Paul wrote thisagainin |
Corinthians 2:14: "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” The truth of the
matter isthat natural man cannot respond to God. While it may be true that some do not wish to respond
to God, there is however a hunger among so many to get help from God. They may read the Bible and find
that God will bless them if they will obey Him. But when they undertake to obey Him, soon they are
cutting corners. They are superficial. From the bottom of their hearts they ssmply do not want to obey
God. The human nature of man has been blemished by sin. Because of sin, the natural man is rendered
incapable of obeying God. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezek. 18:4). The effect of dyingis
immediate. In the Old Testament where it was first written, "The soul that sinneth, it shall die," the
construction of the language implies: "The soul that sinneth, dying it shall die." This means the dying will
begin at once. Sinning inside of usisinborn, the word is"innate."

Paul writesto Christians:

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according
to the course of thisworld, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience (2:1, 2).

These believers in Ephesus had been that way. This does not necessarily mean they were vicious or crude
or vulgar. They may have been, but that was not necessarily the case. When it comes to dying, refined
cultured people can die. Dying does not have any favorites. Everyone comes into it. All people are dead in
trespasses and sin.

That isthe natural condition of everyone everywhere. What doesit really mean to be dead? Can you
recall an instance when you were in aroom with a dead body? Perhaps as you viewed the body, people
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around talked. Voicesfell on those dead ears with no response. The lights in the room aroused no
response. Being dead, the body isinsensitive. It will not respond to stimuli of any kind. When we speak of
aperson being "dead in trespasses and sins," we are speaking of a person whose heart is not touched by
anything from God. The soul that sinneth, dying it shall die. Inwardly, it will become insensitive. Itis
more than calloused. It will simply die because of trespasses and sins. Thisis the effect of sin. The body is
so that it does not see, hear, nor fedl the things of God.

"Whereinin time past yewalked. . . ." Any natural person is sensitive to things of this world, aware of
al the things about him in this world, yet he is not touched by the things of God. "Wherein time past ye
walked according to the course of thisworld." Isit clear what the course of this world would be? In 1 John
2:16 are written these words: "For al that isin the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." These words are rather stern. What do these
words mean in everyday life, in the language of one's kitchen or office? They mean appetite, imagination,
and pride. The "lust of the flesh" is anything which makes a person feel good. The "lust of the eye" is
anything that looks good to the person. The "pride of life" is anything that makes a person "somebody."
Now that was the way in which the believer walked while hewas still dead in trespasses and sin.

"According to the prince of the power of the air." How often we have used that phrase without ever
stopping to pin it down! What is meant by "the prince of the power of the air "? Simply and plainly that is
"thedevil," Satan. Whenever one is concerned about how he looks or feels and is proud, heis playing
right into the devil's hands. "According to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in
the children of disobedience.” There are peoplein the world who must do everything their own way, even
though by this they will be disobeying God. Thereis a spirit that moves them. It is not just that they are
mean, or careless or cruel. We can know who or what motivated them. The Apostle Paul would say, "The
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.”

This makes us aware that it is wonderful to have the Spirit of God working in one as a believer. We are
not perfect, but God is. When God is in the believer, He will move him into Hiswill. How we can praise
God for this!

CHILDREN OF WRATH

Do you realize that when a person is not being led by the Holy Spirit to do the will of God, heis
actually being led by othersinto disobedience?

In the course of our Christian living there is no such thing as standing still. There is no such thing as
being in a state of suspension with one foot up in the air. We are like the waves of the sea, never at rest,
but arerising or falling.

It isamistake on our part to think that the issue of living is a question of whether we will or will not do
God'swill. It israther a question of doing God'swill or Satan'swill. We seek to win souls to accept Christ
that they might be saved. It is awonderful thing to win asoul to Christ as this brings him into blessing and
delivers him from destruction. Christians are much like fish swimming in aflowing stream. The fish has
to do some swimming to remain where heis. So it is with the believer. The man who will relax and "take
it easy” will be swept out to sea, as surely as he lives. Every day he will be taken further away from God.

Paul reminds the Christians at Ephesus:

Among whom also we al had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others (2:3).

| remember some years ago hearing Dr. R. A. Torrey preach agreat sermon on "What To Do To Be
Saved." When he was finished with that sermon, | remember he said, "Y ou would naturally feel that the
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next time | preach, | would bring a companion message on "What To Do To Be Lost.' Thereis nothing to
say. You won't have to do anything. That is where you are now. The question is whether or not you are
going to be saved."

Thisishow it iswith believersin the Lord Jesus Christ. The Ephesians were fellow believerswith
Paul. He reminded them "among whom also we al," all of us Christians, "had our conversation in times
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind." When the word "lust” is
used, we need not think only of vulgar and crude things. Paul means all desires and wishes of human
nature.

Paul writes: "The spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all had
our conversation." The word "conversation™ means "manner of life." It isthe way one lives. Thisimplies
this very basic truth: No man lives to himself alone. Actually, we live with people. | was born naturaly in
this world among people. Growing up among people | learned their language and ideas. A person learns
his ideas and way of life in his home and his neighborhood. Any person will live the natural human way.
When a man accepts Christ Jesus as his Savior and Lord, the result is that he is being born again. The
born-again believer has anew society. The born-again believer has the Holy Spirit who will now walk in
him, with him, and will lead him into the will of God. The Christian is no longer limited to human
companions. The Christian has inside himself the Holy Spirit, who is closer than any human companion.

"Intimes past in the lusts of our flesh." Again we should remind ourselves that "flesh” in Paul's writing
means human nature — all that we got when we were born into this world from our parents. "The desires of
the flesh," the interests of our human nature, were things we never needed to learn. We have them
naturally. The "flesh™ in me, the human nature in me is motivated, inspired to action by the desires that |
have. They are the desires of the flesh and of the mind.

John writing about this says:. "the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life" (1
John 2:16). My actions as a human being are moved by my appetites, my imagination and my personal
interests. Thisis the very place where the believer has to meet the issue of living. So much of my heart's
desire asa Christian is to want to be well pleasing to God. This desire to be pleasing in the sight of God is
from Christ by His Holy Spirit. The choices a person makes are guided by inward yearnings. If those
yearningsare in the flesh, and so are human, the responseis to do a human thing. However, if those
yearningsare spiritual, if they are of the Lord, the person will want to do that whichisin the will of God.
The outward, overt behavior is awaysafulfilling of my choice.

All of thisisvery natural; we do not have to learn it. As human beings we do not learn to get angry
when we are provoked. That just comes naturally. Nor will the Christian need to learn to turn to God. The
Spirit that is within the believer will turn his heart to God the way a flower turnsits face to the sunlight. It
will just happen naturaly.

Paul is pointing out that in the former experience of these Christians at Ephesus, in the days before
they were believers, they were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. In Romans 1 Paul sets out
the results of the wrath of God. He points out in verse 18 that the wrath of God is reveaed from heaven
against al unrighteousness and ungodliness among men. Then he points out in verse 24 what that wrath of
God brings to pass. "Wherefore God aso gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own
hearts." This was a consequence of God's judgment upon them because they turned away from God. They
also served the creation more than the Creator, and so "For this cause God gave them up unto vile
affections’ (Rom. 1:26). Because they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, "God gave them over
to areprobate mind” (Rom. 1:28). This was the fate of those who did not wish to honor God in their
minds. If a person shuts his eyesto the Lord, turns his back on God (and he has that privilege as a human
being), there will be results, there will be consequences: he will be left on his own to walk in darkness.
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SAVED BY GRACE

Can you see how the grace of God is manifested in this fact that He sent His Son to die for sinners
while they were still disobedient?

The kindness and mercy of God toward sinnersis one of the most precious truths in the Bible. When a
believer can make that truth personal he can feel deep down in his heart that God has been kind and
merciful. There can be nothing more wonderful than that. We bow down in worship before the Holy God
who is so good to the children of men. Kindness is always appreciated, but we are overcome when we
realize that God came in kindness to persons who did not ask Him to come, nor did they make Him
welcome when He came. Our hearts are deeply touched. Thisis when the word "grace” is so wonderful.

Paul expressed it in Romans 5:8: "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us." It is so easy to forget this wonderful truth. We often fall into the trap of
thinking the Christian life is some big effort on our part, something we do. No! It is something God has
done and is doing, and will do in and through Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Apostle Paul makes this so clear:

But God, whoisrich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when wewere dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made
us sit together in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding
riches of his gracein his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus (2:4-7).

Let uslook at several phrases: "But God, who isrich in mercy . . . hath quickened us together with
Christ . . . hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus: that in
the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his gracein his kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus." How wonderful! And it took mercy. We were so utterly helpless and worthless. We need to be
very careful to let His mercy shine before our eyesand our hearts. There was no reason for Him to act the
way He did, sending His Son to die for the sinner. Y et He wanted to do it. Why? Heisrich in mercy.
"God, who isrich in mercy." However much mercy was needed, He had it. He "hath quickened us," made
us alive. We were dead in trespasses and sin but He has quickened us together with Christ.

At the close of chapter 1 we read of the great power of God which He showed when He raised up Jesus
Christ from the dead. He quickened Him. Marvelous! God has done for each sinner that would come to
Him as He did for His beloved Son, in whom He was well pleased, who had never done anything wrong.
If God had raised only Jesus Christ from the dead, we could feel that was right and deserved. After al, the
Lord Jesus had perfectly obeyed His Father in every way. But when He does that to one who did not obey
Him; when He does this for the believer even asHe did it for His Son, it is no wonder we praise Him! Itis
no wonder that in heaven itself there will be a great chorus of hallelujahs going up to God. The angels
desired to look into this thing. It isthe most wonderful thing heaven can behold, that God would treat
sinners who put their trust in Him as He would treat His own Son. Thisis hard to grasp. Yetitis
absolutely true, and it exalts the greatness of God.

It is no wonder that Paul praises God for His great love wherewith He loved us. Thisis something no
one can earn. God does beyond anything we could imagine, when He shows His grea love wherewith He
loved us.

Paul continues: "For by grace are ye saved through faith.” It isalmost asif Paul were repeating himself.
Paul underscoresit so that we might not missit. "By grace are ye saved.” Thisis so basic. All that God
doesin Christ is what we mean by "saved." The fact is He forgives, pardons. He receives us as His own.
He regenerates us and adopts usinto His family as a child of God. All thisis donein Christ Jesus out of
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His grace. We cannot earn it, nor pay for it: thisis something God does. We receiveit and praise His holy
name. "And made us sit together in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus."

We are not only saved fromhell, we are saved to heaven. It is not only true that Almighty God is going
to deliver us out of condemnation; He is also going to bring usinto communion with Him, into fellowship
with Him. It makes one think of the fact that we are to be counted as members of His Bride. The Bride sits
with her Bridegroom. He was a prince and she was a peasant, but the peasant girl who has become the
bride of the prince sits on the throne with the prince. We are with Him. We have the same place that He
has and all heaven itself will behold us. We will be sitting at the King's table.

| am reminded of Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, in the Old Testament. David brought him into his
pal ace, although he had been an enemy and there had been war. David remembered the promise he had
made to Jonathan and sends Ziba out to find this man. Mephibosheth was a cripple, lame in both his feet.
David brings him into his presence, rules that his property shall be restored, and that he will be taken care
of all the daysof hislife. In addition, thereisto be a place set at the king'stable for him. The believer can
be in the presence of Almighty God, knowing very well that heis"crippled in both feet." All of thiswas
done that in the ages to come God might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward
us. His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus is an evidence, a manifestation of the grace of God, and
of the richness of His grace. Throughout the coming eternal ages, all the beingsin heaven and glory will
behold the amazing wonder: souls of sinful men saved into eternal glory through Christ Jesus. We actually
will be the trophies of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich”

(2 Cor. 8:9). The believer is blessed in Christ Jesus because God is the God of all grace and mercy.

GIFT oF GOD

Can you feel the importance of keeping in mind that salvation is not by our own works but comes as a
gift from God?

| was agrown man before | accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior. It was not so much that | was arebel,
or aganst the Gospel. Very frankly | wasignorant. | became interested in the possibility that God might be
real when | was a senior in high school. | soon felt that the answer to the question "Is God Real ?' might
well come from the church. Later | came to feel that the answer to my question would come from reading
the Bible and from praying. Every day for several years| read the Bible, prayed and waited on God. |
attended a church service whenever | could, at least once aweek for several years, but no answer came.
Why?

Perhaps the answer to that was implied when the Lord told the parable of the rich man and Lazarus.
When the rich man in hell asked Abraham to send someone back to earth to tell his brothers not to come
where he was, Abraham said to him, "They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” Then the
rich man said to Abraham, "But if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.” Abraham
answered him and said, "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though
one rose from the dead" (Luke 16:29-31). We know from history that is true even down to the present
time.

In my search to find out what could help me | continued to study the Bible, and memorized Ephesians
2:8, 9: "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast." It has been many years ago since | came to know the Lord. And |
continue to be more and more persuaded that anyone who knows the meaning of those three words: grace,
saved and faith, knows the Gospel.

"By grace are ye saved." In this we refer to the kindness and favor of God toward man. Actually, a
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better statement is, "the undeserved kindness and favor of God toward man.”

| can remember how an old farmer with whom | was talking tried to help me understand this word. He
asked me oneday if | could tell him what "grace" meant. Since | was a schoolteacher, | opened my mouth
to tell him what that word meant. | knew perfectly well that the grace that awoman shows when she walks
across the floor is not the grace that he had in mind. Or if one asks grace at the table, that is not what is
meant. Suddenly | was ashamed of myself, a schoolteacher, that | did not know what the word "grace"
meant. But the old farmer kindly said to me, "Y ou don't need to feel badly about that. Scarcely anyone
knowswhat it is."

Then he went on to say, " Suppose on the farm where you were reared, a tramp came by about eleven
o'clock in the morning and asked your mother for food. Y our mother probably was the kind of woman
who would not turn him away. It would be true that he bothered her. He interrupted her work, since she
had something else to do. And even though he had no money to pay for food, she probably would prepare
him several sandwiches, and give them to him. Now let us suppose that on another day at eleven o'clock a
man of the community, who was very well-known and very well liked, came to your farm. Y our mother
would urge him to stay for lunch, which he would not pay for either. He would not pay any more money
than the tramp did; yet in this case your mother invited him to come, with grace. She not only offered him
afreemeal but she did so with awilling and gracious spirit, hoping he would accept. Thisistheway it is
with God. God wants men to turn to Him. He wants the person to come to Him and Heis hurt and grieved
If he doesn't come. "By the grace of God are you saved."

Everything that the Lord Jesus Christ does for believersisin the word "saved." By grace our sin and
guilt are removed. By grace we are born again, regenerated, changed. By grace the believer receives the
Holy Spirit in his heart from Almighty God. When the Christian passes out of this world, the Lord will
take the believer to Himself. It isatruth to say, by grace the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven will take the
believer to Himself.

"Through faith." When we say "faith,” we mean that we receive the Word of God as true. Thisis not
just any kind of faith. Thisis not faith in machinery, or in some natural process. This is not the faith
wherein one believes that water will freezeif it is down to 32 degrees Fahrenheit, and that it will boil if it
IS up to 212 degrees. When the believer has the promise of God that "whosoever cometh unto me | will in
no wise cast out,” or that Jesus Christ came into the world to seek and to save the lost, does he believe it?
When the Bible reveals that men are sinners because they have broken the law of God, do we believe it?
When the Bible reveal s that Jesus Christ died for sinners, do we take thisto be true? If we accept such
things to be true, we have "faith." Faith on my part is believing and taking as true what is in the Word of
God, "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17).

Paul wrote "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call
on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
and how shall they hear without a preacher?' (Rom. 10:13, 14). Then Paul goes. on to say later, "Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." By the grace of God, Christ will do in the believer
everything that is promised. When a person believesin Him, it is not of himself; it is the gift of God. |
have heard a great many of my friends discuss what is actually meant here: Isit the grace that we have
which isthe gift of God? Or isit the faith that we have that is the gift of God? Asfar as| am concerned,
al of the salvation processis the gift of God.

Paul includes the words "not of works, lest any man should boast.” This seemsto imply that thereis
not going to be in heaven anyonewho is going to strut around with afeeling of “"See what | did. See how |
managed it. | wasjust that good. | got here." There will not be anyone up there talking like that. The only
people who will be up there will be people who will be able to say, "Just think of it. God for Christ's sake
forgave me. God for Christ's sake kept me. God has for Christ's sake brought me here. God has provided
me a home here." Our hearts will be filled with praise and thanksgiving, and we will unitein all the
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hallelujahs that there are in heaven. Whoever gets to heaven will be in Christ, and he will not get there by
his own efforts. He won't get there by his own wisdom, and he won't get there by his own virtue in that he
IS so good, but he will get there by "the unmerited kindness and favor of God toward man" by His grace.

HIS WORKMANSHIP
Did you know that areal Christian will not need to figure out for himself what he ought to do?

Most Christians want to do something for their Lord. | expect almost anyone on a good day, and when
heisfeeling well, would be grateful to God. Also, it would be natural if he would want to do something
for hisLord —if it did not cost too much and would not take too much time. For instance, almost any man
would feel that perhaps he should go to church, or maybe even give alittle bit to mission work.

| am thinking of a Christian, a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, a person who understands that his sins
are forgiven. When he comes into the presence of God he is going to be without spot and without wrinkle,
because Christ Jesus made him so. He will be there because Christ Jesus appeared for him and bore away
his sins. Christ Jesusis right now at the right hand of God confessing him to the Father. Such a person
will naturally, in his heart, wish to do something extra for the Lord.

Itisthe most natural thing for a person to plan what he is going to do. On Monday he will do this, on
Wednesday he will be doing that, and on Friday the other. It isanatural thing for a Christian to want to
know how he can live and act and do, to be well pleasing in the sight of the Lord. Yet in avery real sense,
all that islargely unnecessary. The believer needs only to turn to the Lord, and seek what He has in mind.
Paul has clearly stated in the second chapter of the book of Ephesians that the believer is saved by the
grace of God. Continuing in chapter 2 we read:

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them (2:10).

"We are his workmanship." We, believers, are something that God has made. He made us the way He
wanted us to be, for now and for the future. Thisis why some are tall and others short. Thisis why some
speak English and others French. We did not decide that: God did. | was born in a certain family, went to
school and lived in a certain community. All of this was under the hand of Almighty God. Almighty God
knows each one and He is going to make that person in Christ Jesus what He wants him to be.

If He wants the believer to be ateacher, He will put it into his heart to teach and will provide an
opportunity to teach. If He wants him to give generously to missions, He will seeto it that there are
missions to be supported and that money is available. "We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works."

"Created” means that we did not just happen. We were created in Christ Jesus unto good works. The
Bible says, "If any man bein Christ, heis anew creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new" (2 Cor. 5:17). He created usin Christ Jesus as something new and different from our
heredity. The ideas, desires, ambition a Christian has, are created in that person through Christ Jesus, quite
apart from heredity or environment. "Created in Christ Jesus unto good works." When we look at afield
with a number of items— an oak, an apple tree, arose bush — we can see this truth demonstrated. The soil
Is the same for each, yet each grows according to its kind. It is the seed, not the soil that makes the
difference.

So it iswith reference to the person in Christ Jesus. The seed isthe Word of God and | became a
Christian because of the Word of God. Thisis not because of the church nor the preacher. | became a
Christian because | believed in God and accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.

Thereis asense in which the believer is rootless. His family, community, school affect his situation,
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but not his salvation. Itis Christ Jesus as Heis set forth in Scripture who saves the man. He functionsin
the believer by the power of God, created in Christ Jesus "Unto good works." Believers are "good" when
they are acceptable to God. Anything a man does can be a good work. It is anything that you do for His
name's sake. Illustrations of this can be seen when the believer exercises himself to witness, teach,
minister to the needs of neighbors or the poor. In thisway a believer can support missions or projects.
These are good works.

Paul is saying that such good works were before ordained. This word "ordained" means prepared.
These good works were arranged, and were set up, so that we should walk in them. For instance, we could
take a neighbor child to Sunday school. We had no part in bringing that child's father and mother together.
Someone el se built the church and perhaps teaches the class. Y et our part isto bring the child. Thusthis
would be a"good work" which "God had before prepared that we should walk in [it]." Paul emphasizesto
us that we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God has before ordained
or prepared, that we should walk in them. We say that Christ Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the whole
business of living for abeliever.
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Chapter 4

OF TWAIN ONE NEW MAN

(Ephesians 2:11-22)

Paul wants the believersto realize that God is creating something entirely new and different in His
dealing with them. Since the believer is born again as a child of God when he accepts Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord, heistranslated out of this world where he lived as a child of Adam and is brought into
the heavenlies where he is no longer a stranger or aien, but is"afellow citizen with the saints* and "of the
household of God." Thisis made possible by the work of Jesus Christ when He died for us and was raised
from the dead in the newness of life.

ALIENS AND STRANGERS

Can you understand why it is, that if a man does not believe in Christ, he has no hope and is without
God in the world?

It isagood thing for anyone who is a Christian to remember what it was like before he accepted Christ.
| realize this can be a problem if a person has been reared in a Christian home. For many people however
thereis no such blessedness. They did not have the privilege of having Christian parents. They grew up as
natural men living out in the world. The Gospel was brought to them. They were told that Christ Jesus
came to die for them. They came to accept Jesus Christ as their Savior, and may now be walking with the
Lord. Itisagood thing for such a person to call to mind what it was like before he believed.

The Christians at Ephesus to whom this letter was written had been Gentiles in the flesh. The word
"Gentile" means anyone who is not a Jew, in the sense that the Jews are people who are living in the
covenant with Abraham. They take the promises of God as they are set forth in the Scriptures to Abraham,
and, believing them, are committed to God. We call them Jews. Everyone elseis a Gentile, an outsider.
Paul points out, that because they were Gentiles, and so not Jews, they were called "the uncircumcision,”
I.e., those who had not had the ceremony of circumcision performed upon them.

Paul writes:

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentilesin the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that
whichis called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; that at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world (2:11, 12).

Thisisthe way Paul puts it before them. He wants them to remember what it was like in the days before
they accepted Jesus Christ as Lord. The people of Israel practiced circumcision as a ceremony. It was a
surgical operation performed on boys and men that marked them as belonging to the company that
believed in the God of Abraham.

Circumcision was a sign that they belonged to God, having been committed to God to obey Him that
they might receive His promised blessing. All other persons were called "the uncircumcision,” which
indicated that such persons had not been included among those fortunate ones who bad been called to
obey God. Now, in this state, before he was a Christian, the believer had not really done anything to
separate him from God. Thisis one of the tragic facts about being an unbeliever. He does not need to do
anything to be away from God.
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During that time before one is a Christian he is without Christ. He has no mediator between himself
and God. The word "Christ" does not mean athing, unless thereis a God. Also, the word "Christ" does
not mean athing unless God has a law, and unless man had broken that law. But if man has broken the
law of God, manisasinner. Almighty God is holy; He is the judge. And man is under condemnation and
is doomed. Now is the time for the Mediator to come in between God and the sinner. Thisis what Jesus
Christ does. If a person iswithout Christ, he has no one between him and God. Heis aonein his guilt and
sin. Heisalonein his own weakness and darkness. It is a miserable state in which to be.

Paul continues by saying that many were "aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.” Before a person
accepts Christ, thereis a sense of not belonging. Thereis a sense of being shut off from the glorious
promises of God. In such a state, outside of Christ, a person isin the dark. God has made some wonderful
promises. He has promised He will bless anyone who will obey Him. These promises are rich and they
deserve notice. It iswonderful to have them. Believers are in the fortunate situation that God has already
promised to bless them. The person who comes to the Lord Jesus Christ, accepting Him as Savior, does
not have to wait, nor does he have to be good before God will bless him. The moment the believer puts his
hand in the hand of the Lord Jesus Christ God will bless him. No work isinvolved. He must only believe
and receive. Yet, if oneis outside of Christ, good or bad, strong or weak, nice or ugly, he is astranger
from the covenant of promise. The promises will not be his because he has turned his back on Christ
Jesus. God has put all thingsin the hands of His Son. He has given to Him the privilege to share these
with anyone who will come to Him.

Paul goes on to say, "having no hope." Thisis perhaps the hardest to endure. A person can do without
things. One can even do without blessing, if only there were some prospect. Aslong asapersonisa
believer there is hope. He may falter, fail, or stcumble. All hiswork may be straw, hay and stubble, but if
he believesin the Lord Jesus Christ his soul will be saved (1 Cor. 3:15). God will work it out.

In the last word Paul said about this condition, "without God in the world," he points out the fact that
the unbeliever is without protection, assurance, help, or deliverance. Thisis an awful state! The unbeliever
isaone. Heisin the dark. He can be weary and weak and frightened, and he isin danger. Certainly one
would think that if a person had any sense at all he would turn to God and come to Him that he might be
saved by the grace of Christ.

OF TWAIN . . . ONENEW MAN
Do you know how the Christian Gospel overcomes personal differences and personal conflicts?

It is acommon thing to expect that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will bring people together. In cases of
guarreling between personsit is felt that such instances would be cleared up if these people would just
hear the Gospel. Newspapers and editorials will now and again hint that a particular issue is up to the
church and the preacher. Like so many other errors, thisis misleading in that it is half true. As amatter of
fact, it isthe work of Christ to bring together those who are separated. The tragic aspect in such public
referencesis that the way in which thisis doneisignored. There are often fine messages about how
wonderful it would be for people to be together. But these make one think of a beautiful automobile with
no engine under the hood: attractive but without power. | grew up in the country, where we had flower and
vegetable gardens. If you have ever tilled the soil you will understand me when | say that sticking flowers
into the ground will not produce a flower garden. Hanging oranges on afence post will not make it an
orangetree. It is hard to feel at ease when one knows the truth of the Gospel, and is aware of how people
aremisled. They are urged to try to do something which may have some merit in itself, but the procedure
suggested is totally futile.

In the country around Ephesus there were two groups of people, Jews and Gentiles. These were
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different from each other, separate from each other. And they were hostile and antagonistic to each other.
Thusif they should be brought into the one congregation of the Lord to live peaceably together, it would
be an impressive demonstration of mutual love. Paul pointed out this had happened: "But now in Christ
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ" (Eph. 2:13).

Jesus of Nazareth lived in this world, was crucified on the cross and died. Then He was buried. He was
raised from the dead in the newness of life, living adifferent life afterward. The Jews who believed in
Jesus Christ identified themselves with Him at Calvary's cross and were there crucified with Him. They
died to self and were buried in Him. They became Christiansin believing in the Lord Jesus Christ,
emptying themselves, then being raised from the dead in their own personal experience, and becoming
new creatures. "If any man bein Christ, heisanew creature.” The Gentile, whoever he might be, hearing
about Jesus Christ dying for him, could identify with Him on Calvary's cross. There he would die, and
joining Him in burial would empty himself, and then would be raised from the dead as a new creature.
Now the new creature that the Jew became) and the new creature that the Gentile became, were each now
in Christ Jesus. Thus these regenerated personsin Christ Jesus could get along in mutual love and esteem.

Thereis not anything in the Bible that indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ would attempt in some wise,
clever, virtuous way to work things around to bring a Jewish Jew and a Greek Gentile together. Not in this
world! The Jew that would come to Him would be regenerated, a child of God. The Gentile that would
come to Him would be regenerated, a child of God. These two children of God would live together in
Christ. Paul goes on to explain. "For heis our peace, who hath made both one [both are regenerated and
so are one in Christ], and hath broken down the middie wall of partition between us; having abolished in
his flesh the enmity [How did Christ Jesus accomplish this? By dying!], even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace" (Eph. 2:14, 15).

Two persons may be bitter enemies. The Gospel of Christ Jesus can bring them together. But in
bringing them together they will not be the same men. They will have been born again, as new creaturesin
Christ Jesus. These two new creatures can come together in Christ Jesus. That he might "make in himself
of twain one new man, so making peace; and that be might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross' (2:15, 16). Thusit will be done not by some clever management or some brilliant teaching, but by
the cross. Christ reconciles both in one body by the cross "having slain the enmity thereby."

If I am really annoyed with someone so that | cannot possibly get along with him, and the person dies,
then | can get along with him all right. | can get along with his corpse. He could get along with my corpse.
There will be no trouble between the corpses. So there will be no trouble between that man and myself
when we each reckon ourselves to be dead.

"And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh" (2:17). He
could offer peace to each of them, the Jew and the Gentile, who would be coming unto Christ Jesus by
way of the cross, since each would be raised in the newness of life. Both in Christ are different than they
were before, making peace possible. Such peace is always between the born again soul of the Jew and the
born again soul of the Gentile. Paul goes on to write, "For through him we both have access by one Spirit
unto the Father" (2:18). Note well, the phrase "through him." Thisis the example of men who were
enemies and were brought to Christ. Both of these yielded to Christ, came from His presence as new men,
being born again. They could now be friends, and more, brothersin Christ. Keep it inmind that it is
"through him" that enemies have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

| have often used theillustration of awoman who wished to entertain two friendsin her home. One
was a mechanic from a garage with his mechanic's clothing — his garage clothing. The other was alawyer
who was dressed in his new knit suit. The woman wanted to have both of them at her table at the same
time. There was one way she could get them together and have them to be comfortable. She would have
each of them "join" the Marines, and have each put on a Marine uniform. Now they could sit down at her
table and could have fellowship together, without strain or embarrassment. This clearly pictures the
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procedure by which it can be expected that the Gospel of Christ can promote peaceabl e unity in the world.
FELLOW CITIZENS
Can you see that Christians can be together and live together because each isliving in the Lord?

One of the wonderful benefits in becoming a Christian is that the person is now a member of alarge
family who has one Father. However, nothing but confusion and hurt will follow if wetry to treat every
natural human being asif we belong to each other. If we undertake to treat everyone as ff he were our
brother and want him to treat us as his brothers, we are going to be disappointed. Truly, thereisasensein
which al men arerelated. Cain and Abel were related and we know what happened. One killed the other.
Often when people come to me and urge me to preach about "brotherhood,” in my heart | ask, "Which
brother is he? Cain or Abel? Because that makes a difference.”

The natural human relationship that we have with all men everywhereis marred. It is spoiled, broken,
shattered by sin. From the time persons are babies we see evidences of grasping, pulling, tears, cries of
"Mine." Even before babies can walk, if they happen to be near enough to where each reaches for the same
spoon or for the same toy, there is the beginning of awar. There is aways competition, one person trying
to get ahead of another. We see it as we drive on the highway. There is always someone trying to get
ahead of us. Contention, many wanting the same thing, arguing, conflict, fighting and struggling with each
other goes on among all men.

I's peace then possible? Of course, but there is only oneway in which peaceis possible. We can have
peace in Christ Jesus. Paul describesthis new status of believers:

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief comer stone (2:19, 20).

Thisisawonderful fact. Thisis experienced by Jews and Gentiles when they are believers together in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

We speak of "togetherness" agreat deal today. Think of the togetherness of a baseball team. There may
be fifty boys on the school playground but the nine boys who make up the team, who wear the same
uniform, have atogetherness as no one else has. Or take the example of a club, or a Boy Scout troop. The
boysthat arein that troop feel closer to each other than they do to boys outside the troop. The same is true
of people who belong to a state or nation. As an American thereis asense in which | belong to all other
Americans. If the person happens to be a Frenchman, he can appreciate the American and respect the
Americans, but when another Frenchman comes along that is a different matter. Now he is much closer,
more involved.

Thisistrue with Christians, and thisis awonderful thing. | am with other Christians, alone no longer. |
am one with other Christians in the kingdom of God — "fellow citizens." "Of the household of God." The
word "household" is used to mean largely the family — the family of God. Remember the language used by
the Apostle Paul that we have been adopted into the family of God. Believers have experienced adoption
asthe children of God and so are fellow citizens with other children of God. "Built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets." We normally think of awall asadead, rigid thing. However thereisa
difference between a stone in the wall and a stone in the gravel pit. It is the difference between abrick in
the wall and a brick that isin abrickyard. The brick in the wall belongs to that group of bricks. It hasits
placein there. So the person, the believer, has a place. He is part of a structure larger than himself. The
believer is taken and placed in the kingdom of God where there are others, and heis afellow citizen with
them. He is adopted into the family of God where there are others and so he is in the household of God.

www.thebibleforyou.org © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke



Peter writes of "lively stones’ in the wall of the temple, "living stones.” Each believer comes together with
other believers so that he belongs in with those who belong to the Lord.

When you are a Christian, you belong in the family of God. Y ou belong in the kingdom of God. Y ou
belong with the others who built upon the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. The brick in the
wall islike the brick in the yard. Y ou could compare them brick by brick and oneisjust like the other, but
the brick that isin the wall has a special place, becauseitisinawall. It isrelated to the others, and it is far
more than just a brick because now it belongsin thewall; it is part of the wall.

The Christian in his new role as a believer becomes a member of the body of Christ and now rests
himself upon Jesus Christ. Heis now afellow member of the body of Christ, heisafellow citizen of the
kingdom of God. Heis afellow member of the family of God. He is now built upon the foundation of the
apostles and the prophets. Everything that is good comes to a Christian because Jesus Christ died for him,
rose again for him. Thisiswhat Christ Jesus does for others who believe in Him. One of the greatest
things the believer will ever have in the Gospel is that he will have fellowship with other believers and
with God, through the Lord Jesus Christ, his Savior.

AN HoOLY TEMPLE
Do you understand why each Christian has his own personal responsibility?

No doubt many persons accept Christ Jesus, become Christians, and join the church without ever really
knowing all that isinvolved. It is similar to getting married. Any number of young people get married and
do not realize what they are getting into. | can remember when | became a Christian. It was like coming
home to God. | was rescued from destruction. | was pardoned. | was forgiven. | was glad to be saved. |
still am. | thank God. Like adrowning man at sea, | got into the boat with joy. It was sometime later that |
realized that | was saved to go to heaven. This was much more profound and sobering.

Now at that point in my life, | began to realize more fully that | am here to serve. | am herein this
world where | can witness for Him and can serve Him. The living Lord Jesus Christ wants to use me now
to the glory of God. Paul stated this much more definitely by using a figure of speech. In Ephesians 2:21
heis talking about believers and says about them, "in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy templein the Lord." He had just said in verses 19 and 20 that these Ephesian Christians were
no more strangers and foreigners but now were fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of
God, and they were "built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord."

Christians are different just as people are different. Each oneis as God made him, yet not one of them
will ever be aone. No Christian will ever stand alone or ever need to work alone. Y et he will not be
directly subject to someone else. | work with other believers but other believers do not "boss' me. Christ
isthe Lord. Heisthe Head of the Body. God puts these believers together, as they are. In His wisdom He
callstogether those whom He wants to serve Him. The phrase "fitly framed together" isused asin a
building. For example, a house haswalls. It is not all walls, for then one could not livein it. It has afloor
but it isnot all floor, or it would be a pavillion. Theillustration could be extended to windows, doors, and
aroof. There are so many thingsin the house, and it takes all those things together to make a house. This
is how it iswith the church. It includes all kinds of people. just asit takes all kinds of people to make the
world, so it takes al kinds of people to make the church.

I think back to the time when | was pastor of achurchin Dallas, Texas. | had a fine congregation of
wonderful people. Some of those dear saints have gone home to be with the Lord, but still | can remember
them so well. There comes to my mind one man about whom the one thing outstanding was that every
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Sunday morning he was in his placein church. He was old, so he did not come out at night. He did not
take part in any of the activities, teaching or supervision. He was not an officer. He was just a church
member. | came to love that old man. Why? Because every Sunday morning he was there, sitting in front
of meto hear the Word. There might not have been anyone else there, but that man would be there. When
| had been pastor for alength of time, | became very grateful for those members of the congregation who
just came and sat.

| can think of another man who served as superintendent of the Sunday school. He was an upright
character, and | can remember how strong he was in his testimony. Any time he spoke it was the clear,
plain word of wisdom. He was aman of great understanding and deep dedication to the Lord. Another
man was the clerk of our session. He was often the secretary of almost any group of people he ever was
with. Why? Because he was a faithful, careful man. He seldom ever spoke. | do not think he ever taught a
Sunday school class. Y et, he was there, and he was attentive in the services. He paid close attention to
everything that went on; he was faithful to the last item. Y ou could depend on him.

| can think of another man who rendered us a great service by his cordiality. He was, | think in some
respects, the greatest greeter | ever saw. He could greet a person at the church door and make him feel as
iIf he was aking coming into a palace. He had a smile about him and a courtesy all through his being. He
was a large man, but he handled himself gently with people. His voice was considerate, and | think that he
was a living example of the welcome of the Gospel for any person coming into the church. One after
another the men, women and young people come to my mind. All of them so different. All of them
different and yet working together that the will of God might be done.

So we read that they were all "the building fitly framed together” growing "unto a holy temple.” The
word "temple" smply means that it was a place to worship God. "Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am | in the midst" (Matt. 18:20). And the worship of God is normally in the
fellowship and communion with other believers.

Our Lord Jesus Christ taught what we commonly call "The Lord's Prayer." It begins: "Our Father."
Thisisplural, in the presence of others, and it is "where two or three are gathered together in my name,
theream | in the midst." "A holy temple." This temple would be holy because it was consecrated to only
one use. Itis holy in the sense of 100% for God's sake. We must remember that asimperfect asit is, itis
the church in any given community that is the only group of peoplein that community banded together for
the single purpose of helping othersin the things of God. No one else may care, but the church cares, for
the sake of Christ Jesus. The church will teach the children. It will invite people. It will send money to the
poor and to the sick. It will send missionariesto the foreign field to spread the Gospel. The church
actually seeks to win other people to God. We may criticize it. However, if the church were removed from
the community, there would be a big gap in the lives of people.

"Groweth" — that term as used here is a strange mixture of ideas. One might feel that a temple does not
grow. We are reminded that Peter speaks about Christians as being the living stones—"lively stones.”
"Theliving stones in the temple.” The "temple," abuilding in which "God is," is made up of believers
who are alive. If they are alive they grow, and if they grow, they will glow. The believer will not want to
hinder in any way or hold back the growth of the temple of God in him.

AN HABITATION OF GOD
Are you aware that Christians generally do not seemto realize that God is dwelling in their hearts?
To be sure we cannot know what thoughts occupy the mind and hearts of others. We do feel certain

however that there would be some evidenceif a man were conscious of the presence of God. For example,
If aperson werein aroom with the lights on, he would know it. If he looked out the window, there would
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be some evidenceif it had rained. In the same way, if aperson hasin his heart and mind a consciousness
of Almighty God, thereis going to be something that can be seen.

It seems clear that if abeliever keepsin mind the fact that God is present, and is blessed in his heart
while heis conscious of the presence of God, there should be JOY! There should be the desire to shout
"Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!" Then again if a Christian has the presence of God in his heart, there should
be afeeling of peace: peace like ariver, that flows gently through his soul. "The peace of God, which
passeth all understanding” is an amazing thing. Being aware of the presence of God, the believer can have
aquiet confidence no matter what happens. God is, and He can be trusted. "Nothing shall by any means
hurt you." Sickness, accident, even death can be faced. The believer knows that one day heis going to die.
Almighty God is theretelling him, "Y ou don't need to be the least bit concerned. Nothing shall by any
means hurt you." Because this is true, when one is conscious of the presence of God, thereis a great
quietness that settles over his soul.

Also, when a person is conscious of the presence of God he feels like walking softly. There isamood
of reverence; he can go quietly before Him. When the believer is conscious of the presence of God, he can
be considerate of others. He can with the help of God refrain from judging others and simply turn them
over to God; as Heisthe judge of al. It does not make any difference what they arelike. The believer is
not their judge. God is pleased when we are considerate of other people, particularly the poor. With an
awareness of God in his heart, the believer longs to be pleasing in His sight.

With hope the believer can have expectation of something better. Things are going to turn out better,
although this need not be so much in thisworld. Asfar asthisworld is concerned, it may be that night is
coming. We may be living in atime of storm. However, the believer's eyesare on God and as far as
eternity and his soul is concerned, heisin God's hands, and God's plan will not fail. It is not because the
believer iswise, or clever, or good. God is good. God is able and the Christian anchors his hopein God
and His will.

Paul wanted the Christians at Ephesus to know of God's plan for them. God would bring them together
and dwell in their midst. The Lord Jesus Christ promises, "I will not leave you to be orphans. | will come
unto you." And again, in that striking instance in the Book of Revelation the L ord Jesus was standing at
the door of the church of Laodecia, "Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, | will comein to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Rev. 3:20). The Bible
teaches that the living Lord wants to come and have fellowship with His own. His promise is, "Where two
or three are gathered together in my name, theream I in the midst" of them. So we can have the joy of the
Lord, the communion of the Lord, and the power of God right here because the Lord Himself is with us.
"Again | say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it
shall be done for them of my Father which isin heaven" (Matt. 18:19). Thisis a marvelous truth. His
presence would be just that wonderful.

In Ephesians 2:22 we read. "In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the
Spirit." That word "habitation™ means "dwelling place." Believers are actually fitted together, brought
together because God Himself wants to be right there with the Christians. Thus abiding with other
believers our faith, hope and trust isin the Lord Jesus Christ. His Comforter, the Holy Spirit, is there
insuring His presence. He has promised: "And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever" (John 14:16). His Holy Spirit will comfort the soul as He
knows all things. He will teach the believer what He wishes him to know.

The Lord will guide the believer through His Word. In the Old Testament there is aword that says, "I
will guide thee with mine eye" (Ps. 32:8). He will watch over us and bein us, as He says, "Thisis the way,
wak yeinit" (Isa. 30:21). He will be a Companion, and He is a Comforter. God has given His Holy Spirit
to be with the believer, not for alittle time, or on occasion, but always. He will never leave you nor
forsake you. It istrue that in his foolishness, a person can grieve the Holy Spirit of God. But He is long-
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suffering, not easily provoked. He will wait and work and direct the believer as He is gracious. He is meek
and lowly and Heis humble. Oh, God is so wonderful If the believer would but yield all to Him, He will
take him by the hand and abide. "I will hold thee by thy right hand." The Christian can actually walk with
God. God will protect.

There areforcesagainst us. There is an enemy that walks about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may
devour. We have an adversary in the devil. Heis constantly finding fault and pointing out our weaknesses,
but we have a Savior. Heis pleading in glory and the Holy Spirit of God makes us conscious of the living,
praying Lord Jesus Christ making intercession on our behalf. God will keep us. We can trust Him. The
Holy Spirit will guide us as we go along from day to day and we will have the sense of His constant
presence and His abiding love. Believers are the dwelling place of God. God will actualy livein us and
guide us along the way.

That is one reason why it is so important to go to church and to prayer meeting. It is so important to
join other Christiansin any act of devotion, even in your own home; "Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am | in the midst of them." The Holy Spirit will guide and will fill the believer
with Hislove. The believer's heart and mind will overflow with a sense of His presence, power and love,
aswell as His grace and mercy.
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Chapter 5

THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST

(Ephesians 3:1-13)

And now Paul sets forth a profound truth which has not been known before, but which was given to
Paul in a special way to be shared with all God's people. The real secret of the functioning of the will of
God in the lives and the conduct of Christians, so that believers can live together in blessed communion
with mutual love and esteem, is " Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). It isthe indwelling Christ
who enables believersto live in the will of God with love and good will toward all men, so that al human

distinctions and earthly categories are gone.
GRACE GIVEN TO PAUL

Can you understand that each Christian as a member of the body of Christ is given something to do in
Hiswill which no one else can do?

Paul wrote to the believersin Ephesus that they might know the meaning of the grace of God in Christ.
Sometimes Paul uses himself as an example:

For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the
grace of God which is given me to you-ward. bow that by revelation be made known unto methe mystery (3:1-3).

L et us note more particularly what he has said — "For this cause." Paul uses this along with the term
"therefore," pointing back to what he has just said as well as pointing forward to what he is going to say. It
isasif he had said, "Thisiswhy | am obligated in a special way to preach to you." We continue in chapter
3: "l Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles." Paul was in prison for preaching that the Gentiles
wereto be equal in the fellowship that thereisin Christ Jesus. Thiswas so contrary to the opinion of the
prevailing authority that he was imprisoned. Paul therefore counted himself "the prisoner of Jesus Christ
for you Gentiles." He was preaching Christ for their benefit. For an earnest believer, thereis awaysavery
personal sense of responsibility.

When Paul says, "l Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles" he is going to say something
important. While | was a seminary professor, our home had alarge picture window at the back of the
house. Most picture windows reveal scenes when you look out. In our case the window framed a beautiful
picture of woods outsde, that changed with the seasons. We had a spotlight focused on that scene and it
was strikingly lovely. This reminds me of the way the Apostle Paul felt about himself. He was one of
those who was builded into the foundation of Christ. He was builded into atemple for the Lord. He was
part of the habitation of God. Paul is for many awindow through whom a believer can look into eternal
truth. Through his words believers can understand something of the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Through his teaching they would come to know more about the grace of God that was in Christ Jesus.
Thisin itself is an important message for any Christian.

Just as Paul would say, "1 Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles," some of you are going to
learn to say, "I Mary, the wife of John," or it may be, "I John Brown, the neighbor of Bill Smith." Each
one has something special to benefit another. No one else can take that person's place. The Lord knows
each one's name. He or sheis awindow through whom another person can see the things of the Lord. Paul
says, "l Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles." 1've got something to say and I'm responsible
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to say it.

"If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward." Paul had
been entrusted with an understanding of the grace of God which he was to share with other believers. On
occasion a person must use himself. The Apostle Paul is amighty good example. He had been entrusted
with the Gospel. The Lord has shown me the Gospel and He has shown me that sinners can be saved.
Those of us who have this wonderful news have a burden to pray and to tell others. The Gospel can be
told by anyone, that is true, but each witness has his own grasp to share with other people. Y ou may have
something to do, something to say, something to show, something to suffer, something to give that no one
else has. This assignment you have from God is specific. Each believer has atask that is uniquely his. Itis
vital that this person do what the Lord has in mind for him for He may wish to reach many through that
one person. "How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery," Paul says. God does reveal to
individual persons their individual responsibility. Each believer must learn how to receive the message
from God, how to hear it with his own heart, and there may be words, thoughts and events that especially
affect each person.

I remember when awoman in my congregation had been asked to be president of the Women of the
Church and she felt she could not be. She turned down the suggestion that she be nominated as president.
She was walking away from the phone and a mirror fell off the wall at her feet. It might not have affected
anyone else but for her it was vital. She knew she had been wrong. She went to the phone and called the
lady and said, "I've changed my mind; I'll accept it." She became one of the best presidents we ever had.
At one moment, that change of mind came to her in that way. We may not all respond to mirrorsfalling,
however we must be sensitive to the way and the will of God for those whom He sends our way. Asa
Christian each of us has atask. Listen, heed and respond to the light given from the Lord.

THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST

Do you realize that the blessings promised to the believer in the Gospel do not come by magic but
thereisareal reason for each one?

Many wonderful benefits and blessings are promised to the believer through Christ Jesus. It isthis that
makes the Gospel so gracious and welcome. These benefits however do not come out of the blue.
Christian blessings are results, they are consequences. They are a maturing result as apples are to an apple
tree.

It often isimplied that if a person were a Christian, he would be good and he would do good.
Unconsciously perhaps, yet nonetheless, it isfelt that the person, the believer, isthedoer all the way
through. Thiswhole line of thought iswrong. If this were true, the person who seemed to do well would
become proud. We have seen many a church member who is just as proud as the devil. In this connection,
if such a person seems to be obedient, seemsto be doing the right thing, he may well become smug and
self-satisfied. If he seemsto fail, as sometimes he will, he becomes depressed and frightened because he
thinksitisal up to him. This person feels hislife to be barren, without results, and beginsto doubt. He
feels there could not be anything real about his faith because he is not doing anything.

All these things are the result of a great big mistake, amassiveerror. It is natural to feel that if oneis
ever to achieve anything he has to strive and do his best. We are so slow to realize our natural pride. The
natural person feelsit is up to him. No! Paul speaks of this wonderful truth in Romans 10:1-3:

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Isradl is, that they might be saved. For | bear them record
that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness,
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness
of God.
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That isit in anutshell. So many well-meaning, fine people strive, try, work and get more discouraged each
day. They will never do it; "not by works, lest any man should boast." "For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves. it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast"

(Eph. 2:8, 9).

Paul wrote to the Galatians to say that "by works of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. 2:16). Paul
emphasized to Titus when he was writing about this, that it was not by works of righteousness that which
we have done but according to His mercy He saved us.

Itistrue that the first phase of this whole spiritual experienceisto hear the Gospel. Christ died for us,
and we must accept that to be true. For faith to become real, we must obey the Word as it comesto us. If
Christ died for the sinner and paid it all, the believer is no longer his own. He has been bought with a
price. The believer now yields hiswill to Christ Jesus and obeys. Thereis moreto it than "agreement.”
What happens in the soul, when the soul accepts Christ Jesus, is the very thing that Paul called "the
mystery of Christ." Paul was given specia strength and understanding to preach this to the whole world.

He writes:

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words, whereby, when
yeread, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) whichin other ages was not made known
unto the sons of men, asit is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles
should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel (3:3-6).

The word "mystery” of which Paul writes means "the hidden truth.” We can understand this if we consider
an extension cord. The movement of the electric current through that extension cord isinvisible. The
power surging through it from the source to the appliance makes no bulge, yet it isthere. Itisrea and
significant, yet one cannot see it.

Thisiswhat Paul istalking about with reference to the Gospel. Bringing different people together as
one, in unity asis donein the Gospel, is not done by skillful tact, or clever diplomacy. It is done by drastic
recreation of each oneinto new creatures through the Gospel. They become the children of God, and
therefore brothers one of another in whom one Spirit prevails. That one Spirit is the Holy Spirit. Thisis
how it is possible for these people to be together. They are not brought together because they decide to
overlook each other's differences. They are not brought together because either one of them is so fine or
sweet. It is not that they are so pious in their attitude that now they will overlook the faults and failings of
the others and get along with them in spite of that. No! It is because each one has personally committed
himself to Christ. They no longer compare themselves with each other; each one belongs to the Lord.
"Christ in you the hope of glory," isthe same in each one. Thisis the hidden truth that isin the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Chrigt. It isthe invisible reality that Paul was specially shown and which he was to preach
to people. Thisis"Christ in you, the hope of glory." Thisiswhat brings people together.

Thisis how Jew and Gentile can be one, and thisis how we can get along with other people. Thereis
an element of unreality about that. If | an now dead in myself and believe in Christ, and my brother is
dead in himself and he believesin Christ, what we two people were, humanly speaking, are now corpses.
In Christ we are alive and we are brothers. Neither one of us knows what he will look like when the end
comes. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be" (1 John 3:2). We know when He shall appear we shall be
like Him for we shall see Him as He is, and when we are like Him we will be alike. That is the wonderful
mystery of Christ that was shown to Paul and which he preached in his Gospel everywhere.

THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST

Have you ever wondered how anyone can preach among all men everywhere the unsearchable riches
of Christ?
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So often when we talk about the things of the Gospel and the Christian life, we areinclined to say
about some blessing, "It was beyond anything that one can imagine." If thisis so, how can a person talk
about it? Again, if it is beyond my wildest dreams, how could | know it? So let us pause for amoment and
consider thisword "unsearchable.” Isthe redity of the "unsearchable" beyond us? We speak about
knowing the love of God "which passeth knowledge." How is that possible? | expect everyone has stood
on the seashore and looked beyond the horizon. Out there are other lands and peoples. Y et they cannot he
seen. Although the ocean goes beyond one's sight, we know that it is all salty. If a spoonful of the water
getsinto your mouth you will know what the whole ocean islike, even though you cannot seeit all nor
tasteit al.

Thisisthe way in which we come to the Gospel. We taste some aspect of the Gospel, but Christ Jesus
Is far beyond that. For instance, Christ Jesusis rich in faithfulness. He was personally faithful to His
Father. He said, "I do alwaysthe things that please [my Father]" (John 8:29). He was rich in obedience.
He said: "The Son of man does nothing of himself." "My Father worketh hitherto and | work™ (John 5:17).
Hewasrich in love toward man. "Herein islove, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins’ (1 John 4:10). Christ Jesus was rich in Hislove toward all men
because He gave Himself for us. God commended His love toward usin that while we were yet sinners,
"Christ died for us." Christ isrichin grace, in unmerited favor and kindness toward men. Christisrichin
compassion. "Like as afather pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth
our frame; he remembereth that we are dust” (Ps. 103:13, 14). Thelist isendless. There are so many traits
of character to show that Christ Jesus, as He is presented to usin the Scriptures, is personally far beyond
what we can see. His faithfulness, obedience, love, grace, and compassion in the sight of God were total
and complete, far beyond what could be demonstrated on the earth while He was in human form.

It was given to Paul to tell the whole world that Christ would in His grace and mercy, through His love,
forgive the sinner and accept him. Inwriting to Timothy, in 1 Timothy 1:12-16 Paul writing about himself
said:

And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting meinto
the ministry; who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious. but | obtained mercy, because

| did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which
isin Christ Jesus. Thisisafaithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom | am chief. Howbeit for this cause | obtained mercy, that in mefirst Jesus
Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life
everlasting.

Thisis aremarkable statement. In the short history of the early church, which we call the Acts of the
Apostles, the conversion of Saul the Phariseeistold three times. It was repeated three times over because
it was such atypical case. Thereal truth of what happened to Paul when he believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ can befelt in Galatians 2:20: "1 am crucified with Christ: nevertheless| live; yet not |, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which | now livein the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me."

In this account of the experience of Paul we can know how wonderful it isto believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and what He can do. Here is a person, Paul, who was against Him, opposed Him, persecuted Him
and caused Him suffering; yet, Paul was won and completely changed. Here is how the change took place:
"I am crucified with Christ" —thisis the secret. "Nevertheless| live: yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and
the lifewhich I now livein the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me." Thisisawidely known verse of Scripture, yet | fear that among many of uswho are believersit is
commonly disregarded. We know what Paul has said is true, and we commend him for his achievement.
Many people speak about what a great man Paul was! The greatest of the apostles He was great in this,
and great in that. It seems words never fail us to applaud him and to praise and to magnify him. We note
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what he said about himself; he said he was dead. We appreciate it that he said he was dead, but it appears
asif wedo not believe it to be the experience we personally should have.

The gift of being aminister of the Gospel was given to Paul, not because he was that smart, and not
because he was that good. This gift of being a minister of the Gospel was given to Paul by the effectual
working of the power of Christ Jesus.

Whereof | was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual
working of his power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, isthis grace given, that | should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ (3.7, 8).

He was made a minister of the Gospel, not because he said these things, but because when he spoke, souls
listened, believed and responded in obedience to the living Lord. When Paul preached men listened, men
heard, men believed and they were saved. Thisis seenin 1 Thessalonians 1:5 to 2:14. The Apostle Paul
makes it clear that "our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake" (1 Thess.
1:5). It isno wonder then that we read in the sixth verse, "And ye became followers of us, and of the
Lord." It iswritten in verses 9 and 10 that the Thessalonian Christians "turned to God from idolsto serve
the living and true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven." That was the consequence of Paul's
preaching, the consequence of a man who was a minister of the Gospel by the effectual working of His
power. Paul esteemed himself to be less than the least of all saints yet he received the commission to
preach and teach the riches of the grace of God in the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the world.

FELLOWSHIP OF THE M YSTERY

Can you under stand why Christians who are very different from each other can live together in
harmony and peace?

The Apostle Paul had been writing to the Ephesians of how Almighty God gave him a special task to
perform. He was to tell the world about the specia plan of God for getting people together in unity
through Jesus Christ. He put it this way:

Unto me who am less than the least of dl saints, is this grace given, that | should preach among the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from
the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created al thingsby Jesus Christ (3:8, 9).

Keep in mind the fact that the mystery is that the Jews and Gentiles were to be together in Christ Jesus.
Paul's special assignment wasto tell the whole world how such fellowship was possible.

Thiswas no easy task, for perhaps the worst trouble anyone ever has is with other people. | remember
when as alad how it first cameto me, almost as a shock, the problems that people create. | lived on a
farm. It was wonderful to look out on the whole world. There was beauty in nature, in animals, in the
seasons as they changed. | would walk in the woods, and see the trees and hear the birds and watch an
occasional squirrel or rabbit. | would think to myself how pleasant lifeisin the world created by God.
Then when | thought about the problems | realized it was not the world, but generally it was the peoplein
the world that caused the troubles. To be sure there are times that being with other people can be an
enriching privilege. One can be happier with other people than he can be when heis aone. Y et, quarreling
and contention takes place between people. Opposition, conflict, envy, strife go on between people. One
begins to wonder why people are as they are? Why did God make them like that?

Perhaps an illustration may help. If al sounds were of the same pitch, there would be only one note on
an organ or piano and there would be no music. There would be only amonotone. If the notes were all the
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