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INTRODUCTION

The Bible tells us what God will do for any man who accepts Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. This
revelation is not presented in words only (whose meaning may change) but mainly in historical events
(that cannot be altered).

In an event something happens, becoming actual. The Gospel tells about the work of Christ, wherein
He did what was necessary for the saving of souls. Thus His coming, His life as Jesus of Nazareth, His
death, burial, and resurrection, and His ascension to the right hand of God was an event in history with
meaning for us all.

To enable us to grasp the meaning of Jesus Christ, the Scriptures recorded certain events in the
history of Israel, which "happened to them for ensamples; and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world have come." These recorded events were designed, reported, and interpreted
to convey to our hearts the true meaning of the will of God.

The Book of Exodus records a major event in the history of the children of Israel that happened just
one time. The whole nation was brought out of bondage into freedom by the guidance and the power of
God. This is precisely what happens to the soul of any believer in the work of salvation.

Every human being begins living in this world as a natural person in bondage to sin. In His
compassion and grace God sent His Son to redeem and to deliver sinners. By His power the Savior is
able to bring the believer into the kingdom of God, where he can serve God and enjoy Him forever.

The whole operation of salvation is a movement out of bondage, across a temporary state of training,
into the blessedness of freedom. These three phases can be identified in the Exodus of Israel as seen in
the following diagram.
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Chapter 1

THE PLAN OF SALVATION

Do you know why the result of the Gospel is called salvation?

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved (Rom. 10:1).

In these words the apostle Paul expressed his deep concern for the welfare of his kinsmen. Later he
indicates how blessedness could be had by anyone:

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved (Rom. 10:9).

Peter was referring to this same truth when he said, "For there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). The word "saved" is a common word among
believers generally. Whether we think of the word "saved" or the word "salvation," it is what we expect
to hear in any church.

There are two worlds in the universe that we are in: the natural world that we can see, which we
speak of as the earth; and the spiritual world, which we speak of as heaven, where God is. These are both
real. Man lives and deals in both worlds. He lives in this world by using food and drink and shelter,
which he gets out of this world's affairs, and he lives in the other world by participating in the Word of
God, by receiving from God what He has to offer. He is in that sense a citizen of each. Man's outward
actions are in this world: that is why we can see them; but what he actually amounts to and his destiny
are in the other world that has to do with God. Natural actions occur here and we do them naturally.
They may vary with different people, but they all tend to serve self. From the time the baby first starts
moving, and for as long as that child is living and is a natural person, it will reach out to get things for
itself, which it will take to itself. The baby will try to keep for itself anything it wishes to have. That is
natural.

Spiritual action – actions in the presence of God – all must be learned. The actions that we expect
from a person who is a believer in Christ must be learned. They are in relation to God, who is invisible
to the natural man. A person cannot possibly hear, understand, and imitate them. But spiritual living is
quite possible: there are passages of Scripture that bear this out. For people who have received Christ
Jesus as their Savior, yielded themselves to God, and received the Holy Spirit of God to dwell in them,
there will be spontaneity within them so that without effort on their part they will do things that will be
pleasing in the sight of God because the will of the Lord Jesus Christ is in them. This is the general
condition of being "saved."

Let us look more closely at these two worlds. God made them both. He created the heavens and the
earth. God made man with a body for this world and a spirit for the other. As Adam lived and became
aware of himself he sinned. Right then a principle began to operate that is still true all across the board
for all time: "The soul that sinneth shall surely die." To say that a soul shall "die" means that it will be
ruined. When the first man, Adam, sinned as he did in the Garden of Eden, he brought all men who were
his descendants into sin. Now a general statement of this sort may be made: man is born in sin, with sin,
and is doomed to die and to be ruined. Paul points out that when sin entered the world death came
because of sin, and because all men were involved in sin, so death came upon all men (Rom. 5:12). This
meant not only death to their physical bodies but death to their spiritual beings. Man actually was
separated from God because of Adam's sin.

We rejoice in the marvelous truth of John 3:16: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
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begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Man will
perish in his sin and he is condemned to die: but though he is doomed, yet God loved him. This word
"love" does not refer to the way God felt. If there is any emotion on the part of God involved, it is
compassion and pity. This word "love" is an action word. It is what I do. It is not how I feel. In other
words, if I am going to love poor people, I do for them. If I am going to love sick people, I do for them.
If I am going to love our children, I do for them. The extent to which I wisely and faithfully do is the
extent of my love.

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for
our sins (I John 4:10).

In the marvelous verse "God so loved the world . . ." the "so" does not refer to His emotion; it refers to
the following action: "He so loved . . . that He gave His only begotten Son." This verse also tells us why
He gave Him, "that whosoever believeth should not perish but have everlasting life." It should be kept in
mind that while Christ Jesus died for all men, it is not true that all men are saved. This can be seen in the
very words ". . . whosoever believeth shall not perish but have everlasting life." As a matter of fact, the
very next verse goes on to say that ". . . whosoever believeth not is condemned already." The sinner is
not condemned because he does not believe; he was already condemned because he had sin in him and
this condemnation was already there. Man does not have to do anything to be condemned.

Many years ago I heard Dr. R. A. Torrey preach a great message on "How to be Saved." It was a clear
presentation of the Gospel outline. He told us at the end of the message, "I would think naturally that you
would expect that the next time we meet, I would preach to you about 'How to be Lost.' I don't need to
preach about that. You won't have to do anything. That is where you are now." I shall never forget the
way he said it. Suddenly I knew it was true.

In my own case, when I first really looked at John 3:16 there came to my mind a simple question:
Why? Why would He do that? I was not lovely in my own eyes but God is so pure: "He is of purer eyes
than to behold evil"; He certainly could not like me. It is obvious I had this whole matter mixed up in my
mind. Somehow it had seemed to me that John 3:16 meant that God so liked the world that this is what
He did. But that is not true. As I continued reading the Scriptures I found out how God feels about the
world: "God is angry with the wicked every day." That is clearly how He feels. But His action was that
He gave His Son for men so that if anyone wanted to be saved, he could be saved. Why would He do
this? Still later I learned in my experience, He did this because of His grace: "Grace that is greater than
all our sins."

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty might be rich (II Cor. 8:9).

Because God is just, He must punish sin with death. If God did not punish sin, the devil could laugh at
Him. Because He is gracious and merciful He provides a substitute to bear the penalty of the sin that has
been committed. As Judge, God assesses the penalty like a judge would assess a fine. In grace, God
sends His Son to pay the fine, to redeem "whosoever will" from this penalty. Redeeming man from guilt,
delivering man from sin, bringing man into eternal life is the work of salvation. That is what is meant by
the Word. It is the work of God in Christ Jesus, by Christ Jesus, through Christ Jesus.

This work of God is available to all, to any, to "whosoever will believe." However it is operative, it
actually functions, only with those who do believe. In order to believe, a man must hear the Word of
God. There is a way to be saved: man must hear about that way, understand about that way, accept that
way, and obey in that way, that he may be saved. This is the plan of salvation which is revealed in the
Word of God.
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Chapter 2

THE SCRIPTURES AS REVELATION

Can you understand why a revelation from God would be necessary if men were to have the Gospel?
Salvation is commonly thought of as the work of God. By that is meant that it is something that God

does quite apart from human action. To be sure it is done in man, and it is done to man, and it is done
£or man, but it is done by God. It is God who actually works to save the soul. When this work of God
operates, it results in righteous action on the part of the believer, as he responds to the will of God. But
Salvation gets started and moves on because it is God working in us "to will and to do His good
pleasure" according to His promises.

The life that I have in my relationship with God, the experience I have when I trust in God, and the
works I perform when I obey God are produced in me by the indwelling Lord Jesus Christ, who does, in
Himself, the will of God. When Christ does the will of God in me, I find myself carried along in the will
of God. The Lord Jesus told His disciples, "apart from me you can do nothing." But what God will do in
and through and by Christ will always be by His grace and by His will.

No man by searching can find out God. Only God knows what He will do, so that what He will do is
known only to Himself and to whomsoever He reveals it by the revelation of His will.

For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between
the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher
(Rom. 10:11-14)?

The soul must hear and believe what God means to do in order to be saved by what God means to do.
God has revealed His will from time to time.

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in
these last days spoken unto us by his Son (Heb. 1:1-2).

Peter wrote ". . . holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (II Pet. 1:21). This
would likewise be true of their writing. For this reason Paul taught the Scriptures to those who listened
to him preach, that they might know what God promises to do.

How could any man know what God is doing?

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom
the ends of the world are come (I Cor. 10:11).

In these words Paul refers to things that happened to Israel at the time of the Exodus from Egypt. At
another time he wrote:

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort
of the scriptures might have hope (Rom. 15:4).

In writing to Timothy, Paul noted the basic purpose of the Scripture. This passage emphasizes the
importance of reading and heeding the Scriptures. If any person wants to know the will of God he should
study the Bible.
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But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou
hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works (II Tim. 3:14-17).

In the passages noted above, Paul writes plainly to point out the functional significance of the Scriptures.
It is clearly to be seen why the Scriptures were written. It is obvious we have them in our hands. Paul
reminded Timothy that from a child he had known the holy Scriptures "which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation." When a person is wise unto salvation he understands about it: he knows how it works.
And yet to "know the Scriptures" means that just reading the Bible as so many words is not quite
enough. The Bible will point the way, it is true; but what is actually needed is the working of God by His
Holy Spirit in the reader. God will bring things to pass in the heart and mind of the believer who has
been instructed by the Scriptures giving ideas of what God will do and how God will do it. Thus the
believer will be able to recognize what is happening in him. The Scriptures will make him wise unto
salvation.
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Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me
(John 5:39).

Toward the end of that passage He said if they had believed the Old Testament Scriptures they would
have known who He was:

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his
writings, how shall ye believe my words (John 5:46-47).

If a person will not believe the Old Testament writings, he will not be able to believe the New Testament
Scriptures.

The same truth is revealed in the story of the rich man in hell who asked that a messenger be sent
back to his brothers that they should not come and be with him where he was. He was told, "They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto
them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead" (Luke 16:29-31).

The Scriptures are actually more significant for faith than the occurrence of miracles. We need to
know what is in the Bible to understand what God has promised to do; and this is what we have in mind
in the study of salvation. We will be studying the Old Testament Scriptures for the purpose of
understanding the work of God in salvation.
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Chapter 3

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

Do you realize that the Old Testament was written to reveal truth so that men might understand the
life and work of Jesus Christ?

"We have found Him of whom Moses and the prophets did write." This is the way the early disciples
spoke to one another; when they talked to one another in this way, they were referring to Jesus of
Nazareth. He was the one of whom Moses and the prophets wrote. There are interesting aspects in the
account given in the gospels. The writers did not make any reference to His appearance. There was
nothing about the Lord Jesus Christ personally that would have given men any hint as to who He was.
That is not how the disciples knew. They knew who He was because they knew what Moses and the
prophets had written.

When reading the Bible to learn the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we do not find any
description of Jesus of Nazareth. There is nothing recorded about His appearance. There was nothing
about Him that, had you looked at Him and noted that, would have impressed you that this was the
Christ. There was nothing described about His personal habits, His food, or His clothing; and yet
salvation is provided £or all who believe in Him. What, then, is the ground of our faith? We should
admit at once that our faith is not grounded on what we think He looked like. And this fact will help us
to say that the life of a believer doesn't depend upon what it looks like. That will help us to understand
that, after all, there are people who can pretend and look as if they believed and yet not have real faith.
This is not the source of saving faith. Faith in Christ is not based upon our judgment of Him as a human
being; we do not know Him as a human being. We know that Jesus of Nazareth was the Incarnation of
God. No one could know it by looking at Him. Thousands of people looked upon Him during the thirty
years He lived, and none among them said, "I am impressed by your looks and I think you are the
Christ." No. Yet there were some people who did know. Those who knew who He was were the people
who knew the Old Testament Scriptures.

We are impressed to note that confidence in Him was not based upon His appearance, but upon His
work. This is not only true about the person of the Lord; it is also true about works done in His name. As
an illustration, let us consider a ten-dollar gift to the poor. Such a gift might not be given in the name of
Christ. Such a gift need not necessarily be referred to as a Christian act. One could give a ten-dollar gift
to the poor out of his own pity. There are people who are not believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who have
compassion. When Paul was thrown on the Isle of Miletus, the record in Acts says the barbarians
showed him no little kindness. You will find kindness, integrity, decency, and honesty among pagans,
among people who do not profess any faith in God. This does not mean anything is misplaced. They are
human beings; they happen to be good, just as others happen to be bad. But being good is not what
makes them believers. Our interest is in salvation and we understand that salvation is the work of God
through Christ Jesus, not through human virtue.

Then we may ask what does salvation mean? Salvation was promised in the Old Testament, and it
was to be accomplished through a chosen one from God. The name that the Old Testament gave to this
person was "Messiah," which in the New Testament language means "Christ." He was the anointed One.
The Old Testament Scriptures promised that God would send Christ, who would save those who put
their trust in Him. We read in John 5:39 that faith in Jesus Christ is only possible if you follow the Old
Testament teaching. Without Old Testament promises, a person would not be able to believe in Christ.
Jesus of Nazareth made all this very plain when He said:
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Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And
ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. I receive not honour from men. But I know you, that ye have
not the love of God in you. I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in
his own name, him ye win receive. How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not
the honour that cometh from God only? Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that
accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he
wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? (John 5:39-47).

The general plan of what Christ would do when He came to save His people was revealed in the
history of Israel, which was written for our guidance.

Now all these things happened unto them for en- samples: and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come (I Cor. 10:11).

So we study the Old Testament records to learn what happens in salvation. We start by studying the Old
Testament records to see who the Deliverer is, and we find that He is Christ the Son of the living God,
and that He is sent to save.

The story of deliverance in the Old Testament begins with God's people in bondage in Egypt. Thus
the whole process, the whole program of salvation begins with man being in a hole. It is common
knowledge that man is in trouble. Trouble in some cases is vulgar; in some cases it is refined. Trouble in
some cases is savage; in some cases it is civilized. But one thing is sure: "man is born to trouble as
sparks fly upward." All men are in trouble. Every man and every woman is in trouble. Sometimes we do
not feel our trouble so much. We are such strange human beings. If we see that somebody else has more
trouble than we have, we do not feel so bad; but if we think we have more trouble than anybody else, we
feel just terrible. So often it is so easy to arrive at this conclusion. Then we feel sorry for ourselves. It is
so easy to lament: "Nobody knows the trouble I've seen."

In any case, no matter how one understands trouble or how one interprets or evaluates it, the fact of
the matter is that God's whole program starts with the human soul in trouble, in bondage, as Israel was in
Egypt. And the Hebrews were in distress. They were not only slaves in their society, but they were
suffering as servants who were abused.

The next thing we see in Israel's history is that God saw the trouble they were in. He saw it and He
sympathized with them. God showed that He is compassionate. Some people will say, "I don't
understand how anyone can have the feeling of wanting to trust God and to serve Him. If God made this
world with all the trouble that is in it, why did He do it?" I can't tell you why He made things as they are,
but I can tell you one thing for sure, "He is touched with all the feelings of our infirmities." Whatever
may be His reason and purpose (and I trust Him about that), I am confident He knew what He was doing
and I believe He is doing something glorious. In the meantime, while we are here in bondage, we are in
trouble, and we can hurt. He knows it and He feels it and He sympathizes with us.

When Jesus of Nazareth went to the grave of Lazarus with Mary and Martha, the record is that when
He saw them weeping around the grave, "Jesus wept." The Lord Jesus knew what He was going to do.
He knew He would raise Lazarus from the dead. He knew He would turn mourning into joy; but right
then they were hurting. They were grieving and He grieved with them. His heart was touched with their
feeling of their loss. Just so God sees the trouble that people are in.

God promised Abraham that His descendants would be delivered. He promised that in Abraham's
seed all nations should be blessed. The promise that was given to Abraham and to his children was
expanded to all people through the seed of Abraham. Even the Gentiles could put their trust in God,
because when God sent His Son into this world to seek and to save the lost, He recognized no
distinctions and no barriers of any kind. All men everywhere were to hear the Word: "Whosoever will
may come." He had promised Abraham that these children of his, who would be in trouble, should be
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delivered.
Then God sent a deliverer. God sent a person who was to bring them out. This was God's way of

affecting their deliverance. At first Moses did not know the right way to do it; he did not recognize it. He
went according to his own judgment. Even though he was the chosen one of God, and even though he
was the one who would ultimately deliver them, he did not know the way God was going to do it. He
tried to bring them out in his own wisdom and he failed. Forty years later he was sent back to bring them
out in God's way; then he succeeded.

This is very significant to our study. God has His own way of delivering the human soul from trouble.
The blessing that God wanted the Hebrews to have was not possible while they were in Egypt. This
shows me that while I am in this natural world, in the situation that is giving me trouble, I will not be
blessed. But the blessing will come to me when I die in this natural situation as it is and am raised from
the dead in the newness of life. The work of God, His salvation, involves primarily a change of
orientation, a change of relationship in the world in which I am living. In other words, as long as I am
thinking of this natural world I will stay in trouble. Actually it is very reasonable that I should think of
this natural world. I am in it. Everything I have is in it, and so naturally I think of it. But I am to learn
from the history of Israel that if I think only of this world, I will never get out of trouble.

The way out of my trouble must be God's way. I must die in this natural world and so come out of its
control. This is all set forth in His treatment of the children of Israel. All of the truth of God's work in
salvation is pictured thus in the Old Testament Scriptures.
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Chapter 4

THE WORK OF CHRIST IN SALVATION

Do you realize that the benefits of the Gospel of Christ Jesus are more important to us than anything
else in the whole world?

One important aspect of the Gospel is that we learn from it that every benefit we receive is from Jesus
Christ. Salvation is out in the open before our eyes. It has aspects that can be seen. When a person has
peace of heart and mind, it shows in his countenance, in his whole manner: it can be noted in his
quietness and assurance. There is no agitation, no depression, no irritation; there is acceptance of all
kinds of disturbances. Such a person manifests long suffering, gentleness, patience, and hopefulness.
Such a person shows confidence in the outcome of anything in which he is involved. He is easy to talk to
and is ready to support others as they go along in their fellowship with him. It is true that such an attitude
as I have described, such a character as I have described, can be imitated. It can be simulated through
will power, through self-control; even the imitation is pleasant to others and seems profitable although
there is a hollow tone and an underlying strain in it.

When we find the true believer, the person who really knows the Lord Jesus Christ, we find one in
whom there is to be seen and felt love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance. Although these appear in the man they are not by the man; they are not the result of his
efforts. The common tendency among us is to praise such conduct. This reflects the common view that it
was the person who did it; and so we give him credit for it. But this is not right. The person I described
would be the first to tell you that he did not do it. He might even deny that it is true about him. He does
not fully understand why it is that he feels personally so unfit and so weak while we give him credit for
being strong. We give him credit for being wonderfully committed in his ways, even though he may not
realize this is true.

We need to realize that what we see in that man is the fruit of the Holy Spirit of God and the result of
Christ in him, the hope of glory. We need to keep in mind that as far as the life of the believer is
concerned, the origin of that manner of life that he manifests is in the spiritual world, and the power that
he maintains to live that way in spite of any circumstances is in the spiritual world. It is not his. He does
not do it. Christ not only produces such consequences, He opens new possibilities. Paul, in writing about
this, says:

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new" (II Cor. 5:17).

This spiritual living on the part of the believing person includes a turning to God: an open, honest
repentance toward self; a new birth with interest in and acceptance of the Word of God, the promises of
God; and the coming of the Holy Spirit into that person's soul. This is the sort of spiritual life I am
talking about, and this sort of believing experience is inward. The world cannot see what is going on as a
result of the Holy Spirit in the soul.

The ways of God are not to be seen by men, but the person in whom the Spirit is working, the
believing person, will find in himself that he will be shown the things of Christ. As he lives he will be
thinking and understanding about the things of Christ, and the Holy Spirit will enable him to respond in
faith to the will of God. He will find in himself a readiness, actually an eagerness, to do God's will. The
Holy Spirit will guide him into the will of God. He just wants the believer to know what God wants him
to do and to be ready to do it. The Holy Spirit will comfort him and inspire him by showing him the
work of Christ on his behalf. The Holy Spirit will make the believer fruitful. The Holy Spirit will
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actually affect him in such a way that as the believer lives along day by day he will show forth love, joy,
peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control. He will not manifest one
of these fruits because he tried to; these things will show up in him just as the petals of a rosebud show
up in the rose, because the Holy Spirit activates in the believer the living will of the living Lord.

So far as we are concerned, we should be wise enough not to rely on our own strength. If someone
were to say to me, "I think if a person is a believer he should try to be good." No doubt he means the
believer should want to be good. I would agree. Perhaps he means the believer would like to have
goodness throughout his life. I would agree with that also. But I am sure that if the believer understood
what I am talking about he would know he could never do it. Then how would it ever happen? Let the
Lord do it. The Lord can do these things. Believers should be wise enough not to rely on their own
strength nor to rely on their own virtue. The first significant action on the part of Almighty God in
salvation is to lead the soul into being spiritual, and thus to lift the person into spiritual living: that is,
living in the presence of God. God does this by His own power and He will do this so that by His grace
He will affect the believer that he will be enabled to respond to God and find himself doing things in
obedience to God that he would not naturally want to do. The believer will find himself doing such
things because he is led that way and strengthened that way. Moved by the Holy Spirit, he will find
himself trusting God; he will believe in God more and more.

Every now and again I am distressed in my own heart when I find people who have difficulty trusting
in God. The fact is that natural persons have difficulty believing in God. It is strange how many people
feel that before they can trust God they must understand Him; and before they can believe in God they
must understand what He is doing. Let me speak gently about this. No person will ever understand God.
God is beyond any human mind, and for a person to stop everything until he understands God means that
he is forever stopped. "The ways of God are past finding out." But a person can trust God: he can believe
in God. because God is trustworthy.

If anyone wanted to know why he should trust God, I would say to him: "Look at Calvary’s cross."
Any person should trust God when he realizes that God gave His Son to die for him. That should be
enough. There will be in me a readiness to believe in God and to trust God when I consider that He gave
His Son to die for me. This is what the Holy Spirit will bring to pass. When I find myself trusting in God
and believing in God. I will find that I love Him. Why? Because He first loved me. It will not be because
I know so much about God; it will not be because I am intrigued by what I found out about God. I will
have the joy of communion with Him. I will have the peace of God that passeth all understanding,
because I remember that I am in His hands. As I live among others I will find that I am not irritable; I am
not impatient with them. because I trust in God. My hope and my confidence are in God. I will have the
gentleness of Christ in my heart. because He is so gentle with me. By walking in Him. having fellowship
with Him. I will find that my conduct is such that people will say that I am good. That goodness is not
mine; that goodness is His, and it is operative in me because I walk with Him. When I realize that He
spared not His own Son but freely gave Him up for me. I can ask myself the question Paul asked, "How
shall he not with him also freely give us all things? (Rom. 8:32). I will be free from worry and
uncertainty when I am sure that Almighty God is working all things together for good to them that love
Him. I will have that disposition in me, because I am moved from within by the Holy Spirit of God to
give God His due and to honor Him and to bow down before Him and to worship Him. That is the work
of Christ in me. It is the work of Christ in salvation.
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Chapter 5

THE FUNCTION OF FAITH IN SALVATION

Can you understand that faith requires action by the believer?
"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." This is the way Paul expressed

it, and when we look at that statement we can see there is an element in believing in the Lord that is
more than simply trusting the Lord. A person could trust the Lord by accepting the course of events just
as they are, and this could be very important. On the basis of that a person could have quietness and
peace. To be sure "trust" is involved in "believing in," and in some ways it seems almost a prerequisite to
"believing in." Trust is a blessing when one trusts in God. Trusting will enable a person to live in
quietness and confidence.

But there is really no forward look in trust; it is more an upward look: the person looks toward God
and trusts Him. But in believing, the person must expect something from God: there must be some
revelation of a promise about something that God will do. In the original language "believing" requires
some spoken word. Someone says something and the question then is: do you believe what he says?
Believing anything is not valid. Some person may say rather naively, "I think that if you believe that is
all that is necessary." If this were true it would appear that the actual believing, the action of believing, is
the saving factor. But the Lord Jesus Christ is the saving factor: the death on the cross is the saving
factor. Believing on my part is committing myself to Him; and that is necessary for me. I commit myself
to Him. If I were to commit myself to someone else, there would be no salvation. I must commit myself
to the Lord Jesus Christ.

God has revealed in the Scriptures His will to save people, to redeem them. He has revealed this in
certain promises spoken to man. To take the promise as true, and to commit oneself to God in line with
that promise, is action on the part of the believer. That is what is necessary. No doubt many persons
remain in darkness of unbelief because they do not know what to believe. It is true that God is God, and
they are subject to Him. They may recognize that, and in a vague sort of way they may fear God because
they do not know what the future holds in store for them. This may all be true; and yet such a person
would be helpless, so to speak, and would continue in a lost condition unless he knows what God is
willing to do and what God wants him to do.

If a person does not know what God has promised, he cannot believe it. God is a living Being. The
great truth in the Gospel is that God calls man to Himself. Each person needs to know the call of God
and needs to hear this call in order to believe it. The fact is if he can believe it, he can have it. The
Gospel presents the promise of God in Christ Jesus. When we think about the life of Jesus Christ on
earth we remember that although He was abused yet He went about doing good. He told the truth about
the meaning of Scripture; He died on Calvary's cross and was buried. Can you see in this the promise of
God? Can you see how this reveals that He was the Christ, the chosen One of God: that He died for our
sins (this is what promises forgiveness); that He was buried and He arose again the third day (which
promises us new life); and that He was seen? This is the promise of God in Christ Jesus, and this
becomes His call to me. When I hear these things about the Lord Jesus Christ, there is implied in them
that which the Spirit will bring to my heart, this call "Come unto me." To respond to that call involves
on my part a decision, a choice, to commit myself to Him. It is an inward thing, whether or not I actually
trust in Him.

As you can understand by these words, the word "trust" is involved, but the action is what we mean
by believing; and this involves obedience. He said, "Come." I need to obey. He said, "Look." I need to
look. He said, "Hear." I need to hear. I need to do the things God asks me to do, and this obedience is the
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essential element in believing. If a person were to say that he believed in a certain cough medicine and if
when he started coughing I asked if he had taken any medicine and he replied, "no," then I would say
that in the strict sense of the language we are using, he did not really "believe" in it. If he believed in it
he would have taken it. This is the way the Bible uses the word. When you say you believe in a doctor
you go to him. If you believe in a certain mechanic who handles your car, you take your car to him. If
you believe in the Lord as presented in the Gospel, you will obey Him.

To respond to the call of God involves a decision or a choice on my part. Perhaps someone may
wonder "Why not?" The truth is that if I commit myself to Him, I will no longer be going my own way. I
must yield to Him: I must take up my cross and follow Him. When He calls "Come unto me," I am to
move in His direction. Moving means that I must let something go. I must turn away from some things.
James, in speaking about this, has a plain simple word: "But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves" (James 1:22). It is most important to keep all this in mind as we try to
understand the ways of God in salvation.

In the deliverance of the people of Israel out of Egypt there is the demonstration in history of the
salvation plan of God. While the people originally were slaves they became free eventually, but they had
to move. It was this initial commitment to God on their part, being willing to follow, which made their
faith operative.

If on any day, at any point along the line, you and I wanted to decide whether we wanted the blessing
of God, we would ask "What promise did He make?" Then we would face the issue, "Will we give
ourselves over to that promise?" Such a commitment would always involve some aspect of denying
oneself and turning to God, of letting go of oneself and giving oneself over to God. It is this initial
commitment to God to respond to Him when He says, "Come," that counts in actually participating in
the salvation process.

In practical situations this commitment is challenged. Suppose a situation arose where the believer
was in real trouble; he would be facing a problem. What should he do? Should he yield himself at this
point when his family might be involved or his job might be at stake or his career involved? It will help
him if he will keep in mind "He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us all things?" If the believer believes that Christ Jesus died for his
sins, that He was buried, and that He arose again the third day for him according to the Scriptures, and
that He was seen – if he believes that and commits himself to Him, salvation will be operative in that
soul.

One word needs to be said here. God will give grace to enable a willing person to believe. If for any
reason a person did not have the grace of God in his heart he could not believe what I have been talking
about. But it is possible to have this grace if one will simply yield to God because He is gracious and He
is anxious to help any person who wants to come to Him.
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Chapter 6

NEED FOR SALVATION

Do you realize a person could live a normal human existence and never accept Jesus Christ as Lord?

For if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins (John 8:24).

It is a well-known fact that the Lord Jesus taught when He was here "you must be born again" and that
He emphatically stated "apart from me (without me) you can do nothing." Many have stumbled at this
point.

I can remember that when I used to read these words before I became a believer, I could not
understand them at all. What did He mean, "without me you can do nothing"? I was a school teacher at
the time. I had passed through high school, through normal training school as a teacher. I could handle
things on the farm. I could do many things. I worked my problems in algebra and physics, and I could
write my compositions in English. I could run my school and my affairs. So what did these words mean?
For a long time I felt they were just an overstatement, a sort of exaggeration. The natural mind can easily
fall into this error because the natural mind is thinking only of this world, or this life, and such was my
case.

When thinking only of this world it is literally impossible to be born again. This was Nicodemus'
problem. How can a man be born again? When I read that story the one line that made sense to me was,
"How can a man be born again when he is old?" For Jesus of Nazareth to say, "Without me ye can do
nothing" seemed a strange utterance in view of the achievements of the natural man. That implies that all
literature ever written is nothing – that is, when written by men who were not believers in Christ. It
would be the same with all paintings, works of sculpture, feats of engineering.

The truth is that all the works of the flesh, the works that man can do in himself, whether in
government or in art or science – all such works of the flesh belong in this world. And this means that
everyone of them will perish. In these days some new discovery is reported almost every month, as when
some travelers have come across a spot in the ancient world where there is evidence of a civilization
older than ours. It has been fascinating to read of the great civilizations that were in South America and
in Central America, before the white man came to this western hemisphere. But when we read about
things that are happening in the Near East and the things uncovered by archaeologists as they go into
these discoveries, or when we study such an obvious structure as a pyramid or the Sphinx, we can have
one thought in mind: all these things will be ruined. None will last for eternity.

So far as this world is concerned, my life, my home, my work, everything amounts to nothing. In
Matthew 24:1, 2 we read, ". . . and his disciples came to him for to show him the buildings of the temple
(probably the greatest building in Jerusalem at the time). And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these
things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be
thrown down." And this can be said of everything I have said so far: the works of man will not last. That
is all there is to it.

If this world were everything that would be a different story; but if it is true that eternal life is real and
there is another world after this, and that man should get himself ready for that world, then we can
quickly understand that what we do here isn't going to count there.

I remember reading of the following incident. At a certain court dinner the emperor had his leading
men and his military, financial, political, and religious leaders all present. In the seating of the guests a
certain great military man, a general in charge of the military forces of Prussia at that time, was seated
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beside the court chaplain. Since this general was seated beside the chaplain he felt it incumbent upon
him to be gracious and kind, so he turned to the chaplain and said, "Pastor, can you tell me anything
about heaven?" And the chaplain simply said, "Well, I can't tell you much. We don't know what it looks
like but I can tell you one thing for sure: you won't be a general there." That is true. The achievements of
man will not count over there.

In Hebrews 9:27 occur these simple words, "It is appointed unto men once to die." It is not only true
that the works of man will not last, but the life of man will not last. To be sure, in this world the natural
man is busy, ambitious to do many different things and to achieve much in the way of personal work, but
Christ Jesus did not come to do anything here. He did not even come to help others do anything here and
when He said, "Without me you can do nothing," He was not talking about this world. By the way, this
can be a real guide in the matter of praying. A great many people make requests for prayer that are
entirely located in this world. I don't doubt that God can be kind and gracious as far as this world is
concerned, but that is not the basic thing that Christ Jesus came to do. The promises of God point toward
the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God has to do with that relationship with God wherein I obey
Him: when I say "He is my King."

"For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost" (Rom. 14:17). Thus we can recognize that the kingdom of God is not of this world, and we
should remember it was about a person entering into the kingdom of God that Jesus of Nazareth said
"except a man be born of water and the spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." Paul states this in so
many words, "Now this I say, brethren, flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God." It is enough
just now for us to realize, so far as the kingdom of God is concerned, that all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God. Remember, there is no man that sinneth not, and so no man in himself can qualify to
enter the kingdom of God.

Under these circumstances we might ask, "What, then, can any man do?" And here is our message.
The time is fulfilled. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent ye and believe the Gospel. The sinner must
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. To belong to God as a child of God, a person must be saved. Before a
person can do anything in the kingdom of God by obeying God it will be necessary for him to have the
help of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is important to us as we study salvation as it is seen in the Exodus of
Israel. As we look at that we shall find one truth that will come to us clearly: Israel would never have the
blessing of God as long as they remained in Egypt. They cannot do it by themselves. They will have to
come into the will of God.
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Chapter 7

SALVATION IS BY THE GRACE OF GOD

Can you understand that the efforts and the achievements of a man are not adequate for his eternal
salvation?

I hope no one will be unhappy when I repeat one truth over and over again: believers are saved by the
grace of God. Even as a believer, I can't do it; I would not do it if it were in my hands. I will be saved by
the grace of God exercised on my behalf in and through the power of the Lord Jesus Christ. The heart of
man is vain. Jeremiah 17:9 says, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." Do
you know what that means? I can't trust me. I would be foolish to trust me.

It is easy for anybody to be deceived by his own wishes and by his own desires. This can be seen
when human beings are called to put their trust in God. This was revealed in Old Testament times during
the days of Israel in the writings of Moses.

When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land which he hath
given thee. Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his
judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day: lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast
built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy
gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord
thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage (Deut. 8:10-14).

He warned them further:

And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou
shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his
covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day (Deut. 8:17-18).

It is revealing to note how Moses puts it: "Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God . . . lest when
thou hast eaten and art full . . . then thine heart be lifted up and thou forget the Lord thy God . . . and
thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth." This could
happen with believers today. A person could be trusting in the Lord and be blessed, and then fall into the
temptation to think that he is strong enough to have done this, good enough, and that he has earned it.

And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou
shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his
covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord
thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that ye
shall surely perish (Deut. 8:17-19).

That is how Moses warned about this whole matter. The attitude that Moses referred to, which largely
was a matter of being in this world and being in the land of Canaan, had to do with crops and cattle and
herds. In our time this attitude need not necessarily involve physical strength or material benefits; it
could occur in spiritual matters. A believer could easily be deceived into thinking that some spiritual
victory, some spiritual achievement in his own soul, was the result of his virtue and his faithfulness; and
thereby, he could forfeit his blessing. He could lose out right there because he took the glory. All glory
belongs to God. This peril exists at all levels of scriptural experience.

For instance, how is one acceptable to God? If a person is not careful in his natural heart and mind, he
will think "I will have to be good; I will have to do good: I will have to avoid evil, etc." All such
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resolutions are good, but they are not good enough. The soul is made acceptable because a person
believes in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is made acceptable in the Beloved. How does one come to God?
The natural heart is not minded to come to God. To anyone who may be thinking of turning to God from
an intellectual point of view, I would say as kindly but, I hope, as straightforwardly as I possibly could:
"You do not have it in your heart to want to come to God. You do not have it in your heart to deny
yourself."

How, then, does one serve God? Many people want to serve God by doing something for Him, by
bringing in something to God, their money, their work, or something they have done. But that is not the
way to serve God. A person serves God by worshiping Him. How can one do that? By having "Christ in
you." I must be careful to point out that the actual performance of any spiritual exercise is by the grace of
God in the heart through the indwelling Lord Jesus Christ. It is "Christ in you" that enables a person to
serve God. The believer can serve God when he yields to the Son of God who serves Him perfectly.

How does one pray? All kinds of people are praying all through the Christian community, but how do
they pray? A person prays acceptably to God by yielding to the indwelling Lord Jesus Christ and by
letting the Holy Spirit within move him into the will of God. How does one yield to God? No one has it
in him to do this. I don't have it in me. It is Christ in me who will do these things. How does one prove
to be faithful? I don't have that kind of strength or that disposition. It is the grace of God in my heart that
moves me this way. How does one trust God? The only way in which I can trust the invisible God is
when the grace of God is given to me. In other words, He puts from Himself into my heart what I would
call an enablement. He enables me to trust.

For instance, in talking to His disciples Jesus of Nazareth gave them some instruction along this line
when He said these words,

Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you;
but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven (Luke 10:19-20).

This is something about which we could be joyful. Salvation includes the response of a changed life to
do His will so that the believer acts differently; he now shows love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control. When we realize that is what salvation means, it
is obvious that the natural man is helpless. He cannot do these things; in fact he does not want to do
these things. The natural man wants to change the world, but he cannot do that. He wants to change
himself, and he cannot do that. Only God can help, and God does help him as Paul writes, "By grace are
you saved through faith and that not of yourself."

Jesus of Nazareth said, "You must be born again." He also said, "For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life"
(John 3:16). Salvation is glorious; it is wonderful. Just now I want to stress it is God who does it. I want
to emphasize it, and press it into your soul. It is "Christ in you" that makes the difference.

Is He in you? If He is, certain things follow: you will have the desire in your mind and heart to do
God's will. You won't have to make up your mind. It will be that way. We shall learn in our study of
Exodus that the Hebrews needed to get out of Egypt, and they would get out because God would bring
them out. They could never have the blessing of God while they stayed there, but they could never get
out by their own efforts. It was not something they could do. Salvation is the work of God and it is free,
and this was what the Hebrews learned in the Exodus.
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Chapter 8

SALVATION WAS PROMISED TO ABRAHAM

Can you see the importance of having the blessing of God demonstrated in the living experience of
one man?

Living in this world is a real task. Things are not clearly identified. We do not know for sure what is
what. Things are sometimes made easier and better but there will be other things that will hurt and make
living barren, more dangerous and evil. Man is not born with knowledge. He does not know innately the
what or how or when of life. He does not naturally have the strength to choose and to perform the wise
thing. He needs help to know; he needs help to choose and to do. God knows. God understands and God
can do. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). This is man's greatest hope.

"For by grace (that is from God) are ye saved (that is in living) through faith (that is on our part)"
{Eph. 2:8). But in order to believe there must be a promise revealed. A person must hear something
before he can believe anything. If I am going to believe God I must hear the Word of God. Revelation of
the Word of God is most effective for me when it is preached or presented through demonstration in
some one person. A simple way to understand that is: I am just one person and if you are going to show
me something that will affect me, it will be easier if you will show it to me in one person. It is very
misleading when I listen to what happens to everybody and then somehow assume it will happen to me.

Consider something that happens to everybody. Everybody dies. That does not mean that I am dead; it
does not mean I am necessarily going to die today. If revelation is going to be effective in my life it must
be presented to me as it would be demonstrated in one person. I am just one person. Things which are
true for everybody do not help me much. Words alone are very uncertain and very inadequate. Words are
difficult to understand and to imagine, to get into my mind. I need some actual demonstration.

The supreme revelation in the plan of God is that man will be saved by God Himself. Man is inclined
naturally to think that if he is ever going to be saved, he will have to do it. But that is not true. In order to
show man what He had in mind, God not only said certain things but He actually demonstrated in this
way: He came into this world and became incarnate as man to show us. The incarnation was God's way.
"God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself." This revelation of the plan of God to save men
was primarily given to one man, to Abraham.

In a very real sense Abraham is the most widely recognized man in all history. To be sure he is not as
great as Jesus Christ. As a matter of fact I would not compare Jesus Christ with anybody. But, other than
Jesus of Nazareth, Abraham is probably the most widely recognized man. He is counted as the father of
the three monotheistic religions, all of whom believe in one God: Jews, Christians, and Mohammedans.

What Abraham did in action and behavior can be recognized when it is contrasted with what the men
of Babel did. The story of the men of Babel is in Genesis 11 and the story of Abraham begins in Genesis
12. The men of Babel said something like this: "Go to, let us make brick. Let us build a city. Let us make
us a name lest we be scattered." All this was a very ordinary, human attitude. But Abraham "looked for a
city which hath foundations whose builder and maker is God." Can you see the difference?

Paul tells us that Christ died for us, reconciling us to God, so that it would be possible that we who
believe should receive the blessing of Abraham (Gal. 3:13-14). There is much in that sentence. Looking
at it more closely reveals that Paul, in writing to the Galatian Christians, says that because Christ died for
them, and because they believed in God through the Lord Jesus Christ and were reconciled to God, they
would receive the blessing of Abraham, which is the promise of the Spirit through faith. When I first
noticed that, I was startled. Nothing was mentioned of the Holy Spirit back in the Old Testament, at least



www.thebibleforyou.org © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke

not at that point and not in that way. So what would you think this meant? What is the promise of the
Spirit? What happens when you have the Spirit? Isn't it true that you have fellowship with God, that He
deals with you? And isn't that what Abraham wanted?

The record is that Abraham believed God: he obeyed Him. What needs to be spelled out here very
slowly is that the believing Abraham did was actually demonstrated in his obedience. Believing in God
begins by a consciousness of God. It is an awareness in the heart. It can be strengthened by the worship
of God until it will become stronger and stronger, actually producing obedience to God. It will not be a
matter of feelings; it will be in obeying God. It could be pointed out that it is impossible to believe while
standing still, or while being preoccupied with one's own plans. If my heart and mind are full of what I
am going to do, my talking about believing in God is just talk. It is not worth anything. If I am going to
talk about believing God, He is a living Being and His hand is outstretched to me and if I am going to
believe in Him, I will put my hand in His. If I am doing basically what God wants me to do, that is
believing in Him.

Abraham's action is well known. He left his own country and went out, "not knowing whither he
went" The blessing of Abraham was not in material things. Abraham did not believe in God in order that
he might receive riches; he received them but that was not the reason why he obeyed. He believed in
God that he might have fellowship with Him. He walked with God that he might be with God. This is
the blessing of the Spirit. This blessing was promised to his seed: to Isaac, then to Jacob, and then to
Christ, who is counted as the seed of Abraham.

The procedure to receive this blessing is classic. My soul looks up to God, wants communion with
Him, seeks His will in practical matters, obeys what God wants me to do, and receives the Holy Spirit,
and thus enjoys communion with God. This is "the blessing of Abraham."
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Chapter 9

SALVATION WAS DEMONSTRATED IN ISRAEL

Can you understand how salvation, which is promised in the Gospel, is not so much a change in
personal attitude as it is a change in circumstances?

Our interest is in the whole matter of the salvation of the human soul. We begin by recognizing that
men are in trouble. They are in distress. They must live in this world. Men normally face destruction,
and the end of that is death. Even "the paths of glory lead but to the grave." It is then we remember the
remarkable and wonderful statement that "God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." What we have here is a
direct promise that for anybody who will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, salvation is assured.

As we try to understand the meaning of this, let us picture something like this: let us say that a boy is
floundering around in a lake, drowning. Some of the rest of us are, as it were, standing by. What shall we
do? Shall we drain the lake or shall we deliver the boy out of the lake? The answer is not difficult. Let us
look at another situation where a house is burning and a little girl is on the second floor. What shall we
do? We would not want to leave her there. Somebody might say, "Put the fire out." Someone else would
say, "Rescue the girl." The situation is really like that. What is to be done with man if we are to help him
out of his trouble? This work of helping man by the power of God is what we mean by the word
"salvation." This was illustrated in the Bible in the case of the Hebrews when they were in Egypt.

The Hebrews in the land of Egypt were in real trouble. They did not belong there; they were aliens.
Others saw them multiply and envied them. They were hated because there were so many of them, and
they were capable and powerful. They were abused and persecuted by the Egyptians, who invoked
certain laws against them and made them laborers under duress so that they were actually being used to
build big public buildings for the Egyptians. This trouble could not be changed or removed in the land of
Egypt.

Moses, recognizing the trouble for what it was, tried to remove the trouble by changing both the
Egyptians and the Israelites. He undertook to stop the Egyptian from abusing the Hebrew with the result
that the Egyptian was killed. The next day he tried to stop the two Hebrews from quarreling with the
result they both turned on him. So Moses' first attempt to bring some sort of relief from their trouble was
a failure and the way to relief was not shown until forty years later.

The way to relief in the matter of trouble is to get out of it. In other words, when the ship is sinking,
what is to be done? The thing to do is to abandon the ship: get out of it. That is the first thing to do, and
this was demonstrated in the case of Israel. If Israel was to be blessed of God they must get out of the
land of Egypt.

Between the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan there was a wide stretch of country, commonly
called the wilderness, sometimes called the desert. Here the Hebrews had trials and tribulations. They
were free from Egypt but they were under difficult circumstances. In this condition they were pilgrims.
They did not belong in the desert. This would not be their home. God guided them through the desert
with a cloud by day and the fire by night. You may wonder why God did not arrange it so that when they
got out of Egypt they would immediately be in the land of Canaan.

That is very much like asking why a baby is not born six feet tall, weighing two hundred pounds.
Among other things, the baby would not know how to act. A baby needs to be taught. These Hebrews
needed to learn the ways of God. On their way they were sustained by manna, fed by bread from heaven;
their thirst was quenched from the rock; all in Providence. When they were in battle with Amalek they
were helped to victory through intercessory prayer. With Moses on the mount praying for him, Joshua
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Chapter 10

SALVATION WAS REALIZED THROUGH A SAVIOR

Have you ever understood how important it was that God sent His servant as a man to work out
salvation for men?

It is very important that we realize that salvation is the work of God through Christ. I want to draw
your attention to a very common error. It is a common mistake to think that salvation, being blessed of
God, is the consequence of something we do. If a man were to work for his own salvation so that he
would be the one who is responsible for his being blessed of God, then it would be a fitting thing to
teach him the principles that he should employ. They should be talked about. Time should be given to
describing the activities that he should practice. If I were to be involved, you should describe the ways in
which I should proceed that I might achieve the blessing of God. In fact, all of this could be presented as
a community project, and we could hear again the words, "Let us make us brick and let us build us a
city." This is what the men in Babel did, but it is not the way of salvation.

This "self-salvation" is not a little matter; it is diametrically opposed to the truth. It is entirely
different. This is as if I were trying to get across a lake either by rowing in a rowboat or by having an
outboard motor put on that boat, so that I could sit back and let the motor take me over. The difference I
have in mind is like the difference in climbing the stairs to get to the tenth floor, and stepping into an
elevator and being lifted to the tenth floor. You can't do both. Yet there are many people, in their attempt
to qualify for the blessing of God, who would have you think that a person should trust God and then go
out and work for his blessing.

The very name "Jesus" – the Greek word "Jesus" – is a contraction of the Hebrew phrase "Jehovah is
my Savior." Salvation takes place when one person believes in the one Lord who is our Lord Jesus
Christ, Almighty God the Father, and the Holy Spirit. All of the issues of eternity, of heaven and hell,
take place in the single heart. All those issues take place in my heart.

When God created man, He made him one. He made one man and one woman, and they twain
became one flesh. That is the way it started. When God revealed His saving power in response to faith,
he used one man, Abraham. Through him, He offered salvation to the whole world. When God
demonstrated His plan of salvation in Israel it is true many people were saved, but through one leader,
Moses. I am emphasizing the fact that in working with man, God works through one person. Moses was
a man sent from God. When Moses died, God set up Joshua as one man. Of course, there was the whole
nation, but one man would lead. When God brought victory and peace to the children of Israel He would
work through one man, the judge. In Gideon's time it was Gideon. In Samson's time it was Samson.
When God revealed His kingdom it is true the kingdom involved many people but the kingdom was all
headed up in one person, one king, David.

When God became incarnate, when He came into this world to redeem, He came into this world as
one man who was to be offered as a sacrifice. He did not come as a nation. He did not come as a group.
He came as one man. When God prepared a sacrifice to substitute for us, He prepared the Lamb of God,
one person. When God offered Himself for us He was one person on the cross. I am sure there are many
people who have died for various reasons but there was only one Calvary, only one person on the cross.
That day three people died on the cross but it was the one in the center that we think about. When God
planned a new life for the believer, and He had in mind that the person who would believe in Him would
be given the newness of life, He had one person raised from the dead: Jesus of Nazareth.

If all that is given to man for his salvation is a description of the end result, what he is to look like or
if all that is given to anybody is an analysis of the principles that would produce a blessed character, or if
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all that is given to a person in seeking to win him to the Lord is an exhortation that he should avoid evil
and endorse virtue, then the whole thrust of my teaching and preaching would be to achieve blessing by
works. But that would not be the Bible or the way of truth. If I am going to be saved it is because of my
particular personal faith in one person, Jesus Christ. It is when I put my trust in Jesus Christ that
Almighty God will save my soul.

Every now and again one hears this criticism of the Gospel: that when we state it that way we make it
too simple. I wonder if it can be too simple. I wonder if that is a valid criticism. I don't want to be too
somber in talking to you just now, but so far as death is concerned, it takes place in one person. You may
say a thousand people were drowned in a certain tidal wave that swept through a coastal city, and that
may be true; but no one person was drowned a thousand times. Each person was drowned once. This is
very important. I want you to realize that when we talk about the promises of God that are in Christ
Jesus, they are for you. As long as I feel I am one of a group I can hope to slip by without being noticed.
If I am going as one of a group I go along with the bunch. It doesn't make much difference what I think.
That is not the way you come to Christ. Believers come one at a time. It is always one person believing
in one Lord for salvation.

You will remember how the Lord Jesus illustrated the whole plan of salvation in the Lord's Supper:
"Take, eat; this is my body." And who eats? One person. You may say there may be several hundred
people in church who partook communion. Yes, you can describe it in a general way like that but several
hundred people don't eat a piece of bread. Each person eats a piece of bread.

Salvation is made possible because we put our trust in another single person like ourselves. I am
saved through another person like me: the one and only Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior.
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Chapter 11

ISRAEL IN EGYPT

Have you ever considered that each human being starts living in this world in trouble? And it is only
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ that whosoever believeth in Him shall arrive at peace.

Everybody wants rest and peace, but no one ever has it at the beginning. That is something that we
need to take note of at the very outset. The story of our lives is not a matter of everything starting out
sweetly, of our doing wrong and having things go sour, and then working back to where all is sweet
again. We started out in trouble.

In this study we are interested in salvation, which is the work of God that brings peace to the human
heart. The revelation of God's plan of salvation and how He will bring that to pass is given in Scripture.
The promise of blessing was given to Abraham because he believed God. Abraham believed God and it
was counted to him for righteousness. That promise was renewed to Isaac and to Jacob, who became
Israel, and it applied to all his seed. So we have in the Bible the record of this family: Abraham and
Isaac, then Jacob, then all his seed, called the children of Israel, who have become the people of God.
The children of Israel can then be taken from Scripture as being the people of God.

Many persons have wondered about calling the people of Israel "the chosen people." Often it has been
assumed this meant that they were something special, that they were better than other people and
different; and thus they were chosen in the sense they were given special privilege. But this is actually
human thinking and is not true to the Bible story. The Bible would say that Abraham was chosen to be
an example, and that Israel was also chosen to be an example. It is as if I were teaching a class and
wanted to demonstrate something. by illustration. I might take one boy and bring him up in front of the
class and with him I would demonstrate by his actions what I meant. This does not make that boy better
than anybody else, and when the time comes for examination he would have to pass his courses just like
everybody else. But he was my choice to demonstrate what I had in mind. The children of Israel were
chosen to demonstrate what God had in mind about blessing people. The Bible records the experiences
of Israel to show the plan of God to bring His favor to mankind, to all men everywhere.

EGYPT DESERT CANAAN
FLESH SPIRIT
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The first major event in the history of Israel was the Exodus of Israel out of Egypt across the
wilderness into the land of Canaan. This is a pattern of the work of salvation. There are some very
simple elements in this whole event. The children of Israel started in this whole program in Egypt where
they did not belong. Then they went on a pilgrimage through the wilderness where they were not going
to stay. After this they entered into the promised land which had been prepared for them, where they
would find rest and peace.

That history is meaningful to us and in that outline we can see the plan of salvation. This situation
becomes meaningful to us when we see that Egypt can be considered as this world, the natural world.
The Hebrews were there as foreigners, aliens. That is what the word "Hebrew" means. The word
"Hebrew" comes from a basic Hebrew word "Heber," which means "over the hill," "from over yonder."
In our common idiom we say about someone who comes into our community as a newcomer, that he
came in "over the hill," and everybody would understand that means from some faraway place; he is an
immigrant. Because he is an alien he does not really belong here. It is easy to be suspicious of him, and
often such a person is abused by society as a whole. So it was with the children of Israel. They became
slaves in bondage and in distress.

The people of God today, like the children of Israel in their case, are strangers in this world, living in
this world, it is true, but not of this world, to be sure. You will read in the seventeenth chapter of John's
Gospel that the Lord Jesus makes it plain, "I have chosen them out of the world. They are in the world
but not of the world." And Paul, talking about this says, "Our citizenship is in heaven." That is where
believers belong. They are like Americans in a country like France or Russia; their citizenship is in the
United States but they are visiting or staying temporarily in other places.

Paul could say, "Our citizenship (where we really belong) is in heaven." It is important to keep one
thing in mind: the child of God does not belong here. It is a big temptation to accept this world as ours
and to build our hopes here, but it is not our world. We do not belong here, and the very fact that we do
not belong here causes some people in this world to be suspicious of us, to envy and to hate us because
we are strangers to them. We are pilgrims.

It is true if we have any money it belongs here. If we take part in any amusement, it belongs here. If
we share in any entertainment, it belongs here. And if we have privileges among people in society, all
such things belong here. They are not in the Gospel. The Gospel, telling us about Jesus Christ, comes as
good news from a far country and is the beginning of our relief. We can be free from this world. Even
the experiences of human love that we have – our homes, our families – belong here. Because they
belong here anyone of them can be blemished and can have distress and disaster. Even happiness
belongs here and it is something we have for the moment in this place.

All these things are here in this world. We will be noticing, as we study along in this matter of
salvation, that God brings blessing to His people not here but in the heavenly places, in spiritual things.
Let me remind myself over and over that the blessing of God does not mean that I am going to be
favored or fortunate or rich so far as this world is concerned. I may have riches here and I may be blessed
here, but this is not where I belong. This is not where I am going to stay; and no matter how much I may
be able to get hold of here, I can't take it with me.

The most important thing for us as believing people to realize is the simple fact that so far as this
world is concerned, we do not own this place. It is not ours. We are going to leave it. We don't belong
here.
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Chapter 12

ISRAEL UNDER GOD

Do you realize that a believer serves God not in order to win a place with Him but because he already
has a place with Him?

Much of life as we live it is already settled even before we get here. I did not have a thing to do with
who my parents were, however important that is, and whatever it may be that my family may contribute
to me or take away from me. That was not my business. I did not make the language that I speak, but I
learned it and I use it. I did not make the times in which I live as they are. I did not arrange for many
things that I will have to face.

In the affairs of this world much was already settled before I was born; and this is true, also in
spiritual matters. Let us consider the realities in the spiritual world. God is. That is not because I thought
it would be a good idea to have a God. He is in Himself as He is. Heaven is not because I agree to it; it
actually is as it is. Christ Jesus has already come. It isn't a matter of my thinking it would be a fine thing
if we had a Savior. He has come, He has died, He has risen from the dead. All that is settled. It is not an
issue whether or not resurrection would be a good idea nor whether it is possible. The resurrection had
already taken place before I came on the scene. Christ Jesus has ascended into heaven; He went up in
full view of all and He is coming again. And that is exactly the way I believe it. "This same Jesus shall
so return in like manner as you have seen Him go." There is nothing I can do to change any part of the
spiritual world. So far as the spiritual world is concerned, God is in the very center of it.

Even if I am in trouble down here, if I am in distress, God is on the throne. If I say, "I don't like what
He is doing," that will not make one bit of difference. And if I say, "I don't think it is like that," even that
won't make any difference. The truth of the matter is "Thou, God, seest me." Then so far as my life is
concerned, as things happen, regardless of how they seem to be or how they look, the Bible has a word
about that: "He doeth all things well." God holds all things in the hollow of His hand and God watches
over His own.

As we study what was revealed in the case of the children of Israel in the land of Egypt, it will be
helpful if we can think of the children of Israel in the land of Egypt as similar to the people of God today
in this world. We should remember Egypt is real, just as the natural world is really so. God has permitted
it to be that way. As ugly as it is, as hurtful as it is, exactly the way the situation is in this world,
Almighty God has permitted it. Oppression was hard for Israel. God allowed that. In the world today
there is trouble. God allows that. Some of us have physical affliction. God allows that. If we want to do
the will of God we should remember He sees all and He knows exactly what happens when the innocent
person is hurt, when the honest man is lied to. I may feel I am helpless in this world. God knows that,
too. I cannot manage things. God knows that, and holds all in His own hand. I may feel distressed,
downhearted, and frightened about the future, but God sees and is watching over the whole thing. At
times we may feel like crying out, "Couldn't God do something about it?" Yes, He could do something
about it; and let me tell you very firmly, He has done something about it.

The big thing you and I can have in mind is that He sent His only begotten Son into this world to do
something about it. Long before anyone should close the book with a judgment against God for being
harsh and cruel, he should remember this: He sent His own Son right into this world to suffer with us.
God's people are crying in this world. But you can be sure He hears them. God's people are praying, and
He hears them. We must understand that God will do what is necessary that His people might be
redeemed, that His people might be delivered. We may be confused at times because the fulfillment of
the promises of God is not always to be seen. God does not always promise us open success, but God
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knows and He cares.
We are reminded of the way it was with the apostle Peter when the Lord Jesus told the disciples what

would happen to Him and to them, how He would be taken to the cross and put to death. We recall how
Peter spoke up about it, feeling something should be done. The Lord Jesus then uttered these remarkable
words: "What I do thou knowest not now. Thou shalt know hereafter." Insofar as the children of Israel
are concerned, in all their trouble God was on the throne; He heard every cry and when the time came for
God to move, He moved. He delivered them.

God is not going to fail. He is going to work out His purposes. When the Israelites was under God,
they were blessed. When we live our lives under God, recognizing, trusting, and looking to God, we, too,
can be blessed.
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Chapter 13

MOSES SENT FROM GOD

Can you understand that it is the kindness and the grace of God that prompts Him to send a
messenger to the children of men?

Salvation as the work of God can operate only in the soul of the believer. A soul can believe only
when it hears, when it understands. If it does not hear, it cannot believe. It understands only when the
message which it hears is put in human terms. Paul said, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them because they are spiritually
discerned," and so the Gospel has to be translated out of the spiritual into the natural world's language.

God employs messengers: persons who know Him and also know people, and are the go-betweens.
Peter describes them when he says, "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
Being moved by the Holy Ghost was spiritual, but the way these men spoke was in the language of the
people. These are the men who have developed a communion with God personally, so they can receive
spiritually the will of God. They first come to know the Word of God, and then, because they are men,
they communicate this to men. What they have learned is the will of God but when they express it to
people it comes out in practical events and in natural things in this world's affairs.

One can think of a situation that would exist in any family. The mother may know deep down in her
heart very well what God would want the child to do, so the mother tells the child to do it. The child
does not recognize the message as the Word of God; the child recognizes only the mother and reacts to
the mother. Many times the Word of God as it is felt in the heart of the parent and is communicated to
the child seems to the child to be an overbearing attitude on the part of the father and mother. The child
may feel that is not the thing to do; however, the parent knows that is the will of God that this should be
done.

We see this in the case of Israel when we consider the man Moses, who was sent from God to
perform a task of leadership with the people. Moses was to be in the presence of God where he would
learn what God wanted. Then he would tell the people what the will of God was. In Deuteronomy
5:23-28 the procedure is described in just that way. It appears that God agreed, as it were, to that
arrangement. The people asked Moses to talk to God because they were afraid He might destroy them
because of their sinfulness. Moses agreed to go into the presence of God to learn His will for them. In
the course of his life Moses demonstrated the providence of God.

If you were to look for a messenger to come to you to tell you the Word of God, the thought might
occur to you that if that messenger were an angel or someone extraordinary, you could be impressed with
that. One of the biggest problems we have when we teach the Word of God as the will of God to people
is that the people say it does not apply to them. And this is why God has those who live among the
people in this world tell them the Word of God. Often those of us who preach and are sincere in our
hearts are conscious of our own infirmities and shortcomings so that we feel almost apologetic when we
preach. We ourselves could sometimes wonder why God does not send an angel, like Gabriel, to preach.
It is easy to misunderstand the providence of God when we see in preachers human weakness. We may
even feel inclined to make a big "to do" about it, and under certain circumstances some people will even
gossip about it. But right here is an amazing truth! The marvelous thing about the Gospel is that it is
sinners who are saved and it is they who can tell it. It is possible that the human weakness in a preacher
is there so that people will understand that the man talking to them is a human being like themselves. He
is not an angel; he is one being led of the Lord to do certain things, just as they could be led.

I think of some parents who may have a terrible feeling that if they were just the kind of person they
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ought to be; their children would turn out to be perfect. Wait a minute! God is the kind of being He
ought to be, and they don't even turn out all right for Him; so parents should not take it too much to heart
if their children do not turn out all right for them. It may be that for the time being they can even share in
the grief and in the sorrow that God Himself feels because He made them. Let us have in mind that when
the parent is just a human being with human foibles and peculiarities, on occasion showing human
limitations, such a person could be the most effective messenger for the Gospel, because that person
could actually say "Christ saved me; Christ forgave me."

With reference to Moses, it can be remembered that often under the responsibility of leadership a man
will do better than he could do any other way. Just so, often under the responsibility of leadership a
woman will do better. I don't question at all that a mother is at her best when she is actually in a home
situation as mother, because then she has to think of someone else; this gets very close to what we have
in the Gospel. Moses' life was marked by the providence of God. He did not choose to come into this
world. He did not choose his characteristics so that he would be this or that kind of person. That was
God's business. The fact that his parents were godly believers was God's business, the fact that he was
adopted by Pharaoh's daughter, the fact that his sister Miriam was there to suggest to Pharaoh's daughter
that she knew a nurse who would take care of the baby, so that his mother came to do it, was all God's
business.

Being adopted into the household of Pharaoh was a great advantage to Moses. We begin to
understand why it was said about him that Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. God
arranged that.

In the course of Moses' life several great things happened that we shall be noting; one that I want to
note just now is the great act on the part of Moses when he renounced the possibilities that were ahead of
him:

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper
child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment. By faith Moses, when he was come to years,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward (Heb. 11:23-26).

In this record we see that Moses, when he was old enough to make his choice, refused to take
advantage of his position in Pharaoh's household where he might have eventually become Pharaoh, and
chose to suffer affliction with his own people.

The whole idea of Moses leading the people out of Egypt did not arise out of Moses' own heart or
spirit. This was God's idea. The work of salvation may involve the participation of chosen servants who
are sent to preach and to teach a project not of their own making. I suspect we could say with reference
to that, so far as we as parents are concerned, when young people get married and begin a family, they
hardly ask for the responsibility of teaching that child the ways of the Lord but that is what they have to
do. The witnesses who tell the Gospel, whether at home, in the community, in the pulpit, or in the
mission field, are sent from God.
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Chapter 14

FIRST ATTEMPT A FAILURE

Do you realize that even if a person does not know how to witness effectively and is unsuccessful, he
may still be the man to do it?

At this point we can notice a very important truth about salvation. We understand that salvation is the
work of God, but we have noted that He uses human agents. Now we shall see that just because a person
is committed to serving God and is sincere, this is no guarantee that he will know how to do it.
Whenever we think about this matter of spreading the Gospel and of teaching people about the Gospel,
we sometimes wonder why God didn't send perfect people to do it, or why He did not give the message
to the angels; but He did not: He called folks like you and me to be His witnesses for a very simple
reason that is right on the surface. Every time a sinner who has been brought to the Lord Jesus Christ
opens his mouth to talk, he is a living demonstration of the fact that God will deal with a man like that.
This is one reason why the important thing about the witness is that he should know personally that he
does belong to God in spite of anything and everything he may have been or may not have been, or may
not have done. Because God called him, he belongs to Him and he can now stand up and tell the whole
world "whosoever will may come." If one wanted proof he could say, "Look at me. I came and here I
am."

Even though a witness is a true servant of Christ he may fail at some point. And even though he fails
on occasion, he may yet be the very person who is to carry that task on to completion. As I write this I
think of parents, and even of myself as a parent. I remember the days when my children were young and
I was doing the best I could to show them the way to go and how to do things; I often wished that they
had a father who could really teach them something and really show them something. I felt personally
unfit to be the one who would show them what was right and what was wrong, and who would insist that
they do what was right, when deep down in my own heart I realized that I myself was one who had not
always done right. In spite of this humbling fact, even though it may be true that those of us who witness
may on occasion fail and at some point go about our tasks in the wrong way, yet we may be the very
persons who are to carry that witnessing through to its completion, in the plan of God.

All this is demonstrated in the case of Moses, chosen of God for a great service. He was to lead the
people of God out of Egypt across the wilderness into the land of Canaan, a tremendous task, making
him one of the outstanding leaders of all history. This one man was responsible for changing the
circumstances and the culture of an entire nation in one generation.

He responded to the call of God when he was forty years of age. He made the big choice, the great
renunciation so far as he was concerned, yet Moses had been a failure in his first attempt. When Moses
went out to see how his brethren were getting along, he saw an Egyptian abusing a Hebrew. He
interfered, and in his attempt to stop that injustice the Egyptian was killed. The next day he saw two
Hebrews quarreling and he told them, "You are brothers, you shouldn't quarrel." They turned on him and
said, "Who made you a ruler and a judge? Are you going to kill us the way you killed the Egyptian
yesterday?" Moses knew then that his act of violence was known and that he had to flee for his life. That
was his first attempt.

As we think about this event, let us consider several things. Moses' heart was right. He had turned
away from all the privileges he could have had in Pharaoh's household, and had committed himself to
walk with those Hebrews who were slaves. There was injustice and he saw it. Something, he felt, ought
to be done about that. Then he saw there was contention among the Hebrews, and he felt that ought not
to happen. But Moses' understanding of how to proceed was mistaken. He was in no way deceitful about
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his actions. He just simply did not know how to do things. He was ignorant at that point of God's way of
doing what needed to be done. This is a clear illustration that sincerity will not compensate for
ignorance. It really does not matter how much you may want to do something, if you do not know how to
do it you will fail. It may seem that this observation gives to technique in procedure a very prominent
place; but is true. It is a fact that if you want to raise beans you will have to plant them in the ground at a
certain time of the year and at a certain depth. You could not put them six feet under and get beans; and
you could not leave them on the top of the ground and get beans. You must plant them as beans are
supposed to be planted. No matter how sincere you may be, this is still the way it is about beans.

As a young lad I lived on the farm, and often worked with my father, who was a successful farmer. In
our neighborhood we sometimes saw very fine men who raised very poor crops. This was generally
because they did not know what to do. Moses' attempt to do what he thought was necessary and what
seemed to him to be the important thing failed because he went at it in the wrong way.

I am going through this discussion slowly because I am thinking of those who are parents. I do not
want to make any parent feel bad, but I do want each one to be really honest about this whole matter. A
parent may wonder why his child did not turn out right, when it seems to him that he did everything he
should have done. But wait a minute! How would the parent know he had done everything as he should
have? He may be satisfied he did everything he thought was right. But that may not be the case! If a
person goes about a task in the wrong way, he will actually have poor results or no results at all. This
may not be true in every case. But there may be some parent right now whose heart is hurting because
his child has not done the right thing. Any parent should remember if he seems to have failed in dealing
with his child, that God failed, too. God started with that person, He made that person, and He did not
want that person to do wrong; but it sometimes happens!

As we look at Moses we see the right man with a true awareness of the actual need, the real true
situation, in attempting to correct what was wrong in his own way, failed. There was violence and
rejection. This does not mean that he was the wrong man on the wrong mission. No, as a matter of fact
he was the right man and he meant to do the right thing. What happened showed that because his
procedure was wrong, his results also were wrong. This does not mean that he was mistaken in his
analysis; he saw the truth. It means only that he was mistaken in his method. A parent may see clearly
and yet fail because of the wrong method. A preacher may have the burden but may not know how and
he will fail.

This, then, is an important lesson for all of us: the right man doing the right thing must be wise to do
it the right way.
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Chapter 15

CALL OF MOSES

Do you know that a person who believes in God may be called of God to do something he never
expected to do?

It is very common for a person to plan his own program day in and day out as if it were his privilege
to choose just what he is going to do, when he is going to do it, and with whom he will do it. It is as if he
felt it was all in his own hands so that he could lay it out whatever way he chose. But living does not
work out that way; living is filled with surprises.

A person easily forgets that if he could have done as he had planned to do and wanted to do, he would
have been in disaster many times. Then again it is just as easy for him to forget that some of the best
things that ever happened to him came to pass when he had to do things he never intended to do. How
often a person misses some good opportunity which would bring him blessing because he had not
intended to do that, because it was not in his plan or he had not thought of it!

In our last study we took note of a very distressing experience in the life of Moses. His first attempt to
help his people resulted in failure because, it was noted, the right person with good insight and
understanding but following the wrong method will come to failure. I used the illustration of a person
trying to raise beans in a garden. There is a more sobering thought: you and I have something far more
important to do than raising beans. Some of us have children of our own, some of us have relatives and
friends. We have neighbors. Right away the thought may come that we are not getting along with a
neighbor or not succeeding in winning a relative of ours. Is it possible that there is something about the
way we are going about it? That could be. That could also be true with a wife and her husband.

Peter tells us something about that. What Peter has to say is along the line that the wife should not
talk so much and that she should not tell the husband what to do. This is found in I Peter 3:1-2. This
principle is true in all relationships. It is true in what happens between a parent and his child. Any father
or mother in his or her right mind really wants to help the children. Parents mean to do this but the truth
is they could go about it in the wrong way and thus defeat the very purpose they have in mind.

Sometimes we can see people dealing with others, such as parents dealing with children, and it seems
they are standing in their own light. They are defeating their own purpose. I realize this is a very
sobering line of thought but it is important to be honest and sincere when we have something important
to say.

Let us turn to Moses again. When we think about the fact that Moses failed we could think, "That
must have shaken him up." But that was not the most sobering thing for Moses. The most sobering thing
was the consequence: Moses had to flee. He spent forty years in the desert. It would be easy to miss what
was involved in that. Having spent the first forty years of his life in Pharaoh's household, tradition has it
that Moses became a great military leader. We may be sure he learned a great deal because the Bible tells
us he was "learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians." By the time one third of his life had passed there
need be no doubt that Moses was well educated and well trained in many different ways. It is doubtful
that many stirring experiences occurred during the forty years Moses lived in the desert.

There is no record to give any clue as to his personal thoughts during that period. This absence of a
record speaks to me. It tells me that his personal thoughts and his personal impressions did not matter;
they really did not have any bearing on the outcome. During his time in the desert Moses married and
had two sons. When he was eighty there was a day when he saw a bush burning that was not consumed.
A bush on fire that was not being burned up was a strange thing. We can understand how it happened
that Moses said, "I will turn aside now and see this strange sight." When he did, God spoke to him.
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"Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standeth is holy ground" (Exod. 3:5).
God intended to deal with Moses. God was going to give him a commission. Moses did not have to go
anywhere. God did not say, "If you move over here you may get it," or "If you were back over here, you
could get it." The call of God will come to you right where you are. You will not have to move. You
have only to recognize right now that you are in the presence of God. This is where it starts. Then God
goes on, "I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt. I will send thee that thou
mayest bring them out of Egypt."

When we read that from this distance it is hard to realize just what it really meant. We know that
Moses was a great man, and he became a wonderful leader. But for forty years this man had been a
shepherd with no contact with his home country at all. His last effort to help his people had been a
failure, and since then he had made a life for himself. Now God comes to say, "I am going to send you
and you are to bring them out." It is no wonder Moses' response is "Who am I? Why pick on me?" No
doubt Moses was concerned because he had failed before. His question shows that he is still thinking in
terms of that failure. But Moses is to learn God will do it. He assures Moses, "Certainly I will be with
them."

This is the big thing in God's plan. The deliverance will be led by Moses, and God will be with him. I
would like to say to everyone of you if you are a father or a mother, "Father, it will be you and God;
Mother, it will be you and God. Do not take it all on yourself. It is not supposed to depend all on
yourself. All you are to be is faithful to your commission. Certainly God will be with you."

Moses asked a very practical question. "When they shall say, 'What is His name, this Person Who is
with you?' " Then God told him this strange name that we hear about all through the Bible but we never
can fully grasp. "I am that I am." Then He said, "Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I am hath
sent me unto you." When the Lord Jesus Himself was speaking about these things and people asked
Him, "Are you greater than Abraham?" He answered and said, "Before Abraham was, I am." He is
saying to Moses, "Just tell them that the great Almighty God their Creator and their Keeper is with you."

The call came to Moses unexpectedly, while he was in his routine place doing the things he ought to
do. And your call could come to you while you are in your kitchen or while you are in your office. God
could be saying to you, "I am going to be with you when you deal with that child. I am going to be with
you when you live in that home. I am going to be with you when you are working in that church." The
natural skepticism that Moses felt in his own heart was met by God's act. The sovereign act of Almighty
God was that He would use Moses to accomplish His purpose.
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Chapter 16

PROBLEM OF MOTIVATION

Has it ever occurred to you that no one will ever be saved unless he wants to be?
"When Jesus saw him (a lame man) lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he

saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?" (John 5:6). Notice the simple way in which it was stated.
When Jesus saw this lame man beside the pool of Bethesda and knew that he had been now a long time
in that case, He said to him, "Wilt thou be made whole?" Do you want to be cured?

Salvation is the work of God. This we realize and keep in mind. It is God who does it. But this action
of God is not arbitrary; by that we mean this work of God is not forced on anybody. No one will ever be
forced into heaven. God looks upon the heart. He knows what men want. He looks for willing hearts.
Those who will do His will are those who are acceptable. Salvation begins by a call from God. That call
from God is sometimes in words, but often it is not. Sometimes it is only some words and a good deal of
action, but always there is the challenge in "Come." "Come to the Savior, make no delay. Here in our
midst, He is standing today, tenderly saying, Come."

John reports that the Lord Jesus said, "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine"
(John 7:17). In other words, God is looking for the person with a willing heart. We are studying this in
the case of the Hebrews – Israel in Egypt. God was going to bring the Israelites out of Egypt by His
grace and by His power; but the Israelites must be willing to come, and this willingness will be seen in
their obedience to the call. We are going to see that Pharaoh needed to be willing that they should leave.
This was also a problem.

When we say that God is looking for the willinghearted, we ask ourselves a simple question: willing
to do what? We mean willing to leave the old, the familiar, the natural – everything I have in myself. The
call came to Abraham, "Come out from thy country from thy father's house. Come out." And the Lord
Jesus, in speaking about that, on one occasion said, "If any man loves father or mother more than he
loves me, he is not worthy of me." Actually we must be willing to leave self, everything that has to do
with self. All of my human circumstances, my human resources and values – whatever they are – I must
be willing to leave. I must be willing to trust God in the present. I do not know everything. I can't see
everything. I do not know why things are as they are. I did not make them that way. It is not my
responsibility, and I do not know how they are going to be. I do not know what the future will be. Even
as things are right now, I do not know what is going to happen to me. So what? So I must be willing to
trust God at present and I will depend on God for the future. No man knows what a day will bring forth.
How can any man come to God with quietness and confidence and the future all unknown? By trusting
God. There is no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey.

The issue of trusting in God can be felt at all times, but it shows up most clearly at the very first of
the salvation experience, when the call is to come out of the old into the ways of God. Let us look at the
people of Israel as they were in Egypt and try to understand how the problem actually developed there.
The children of Israel had been in the land of Egypt four hundred years. They were, as we would say,
accommodated to living there. They may not have liked everything about it but it was home to them.
And man does not like to change. This is a basic principle in human nature. It is very natural that a child
does not want to go to bed at night, very natural that he does not want to get up in time for school in the
morning. Inertia is natural. It is a kind of personal and psychological, if not almost moral, inertia. I want
to keep on going the way I am going, because where I am and where I have been the attachments are
very real. I have plans. I have in myself a certain resistance to change. I do not want to be different.

After all, I do not know what is going to happen tomorrow. If you are going to take me out over a
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new road I have the fear of the unknown. The attachments I have to where I live, the resistance I have to
any kind of change at all, and the fear I have for the future are enough to keep me right where I am. The
whole problem of getting me to want to be different is God's problem in providence, and He has a way
of going about it. It is very interesting. He does not lead me away from where I am by promising me
something better at first.

The first thing that happened to Israel was that. the situation in Egypt became unbearable. Ill will
developed among the Egyptians. There were so many of the Hebrews and they were prospering in so
many ways that the Egyptians became suspicious of them. When the Egyptians became suspicious, they
did not like the Hebrews and began to hate them. When they began to hate them, they began to abuse
them. The Hebrews were prosperous. God had blessed them, and the Egyptians became jealous. When
there is jealousy there is hatred, and that brings on violence.

Before long there was open conflict and the Egyptians actually abused the Hebrews in various ways.
They forced them to do free labor on their big building projects. The Hebrews had to make the brick for
these buildings and when they complained about it the Egyptians withheld the straw. They had to collect
the straw with which to make the brick. Things were made harder and harder for them. The oppression
was very real and the people groaned because of it. Then in the providence of God there came along a
leader. Moses came with a program. He proposed to these people, "Let us leave this country and go to
the land we are supposed to be in, the land of Canaan." As he talked to them, can you understand how
appealing this call would be to these people who were having so much trouble where they were?

This is often the way God will do things. If you have in your family or among your friends someone
whom you wish would turn to the Lord, you could start praying that he would turn. If you start praying
that the person will turn to the Lord and that person has trouble, don't try to stop it. Don't get in there and
start taking the trouble away. That trouble may be God's way of doing it. People often are not willing to
move until the situation they are in becomes unbearable; sometimes that is not felt in pushing but just in
hurting. Sometimes it is when you find that the very things you cherish can be lost. You may have a
precious treasure which you may lose, something in your home may be broken, your lovely home may be
burned, your close friend may die, you may have labor troubles in your shop, you may have competition
and people may misrepresent you, and folks may get you into trouble. These things may add up to the
point that you are sick and tired of the whole business, and God may let these things happen. But you
can put your whole trust in Him.

This is one of the ways God has of moving us to be willing to take His way out. Often people will
turn to the Lord when they are in real trouble, when they are at the very bottom of their own personal
resources, and the call comes to turn to the Lord. I think that so far as they are concerned the feeling may
sometimes be, "Anything would be better than this." Don't be too upset by their words; what you want to
watch is what they will do. In this whole matter of motivation God will work with the soul to help the
person want to be different, willing to be changed, willing to accept the Lord. Pray for it, because God
can work it out.
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Chapter 17

PROBLEMS OF PERMISSION

Do you realize that no big movement, nothing important, can ever happen among believers without
the consent of others?

The way human beings live together works out in such a way that one can see a certain structure of
relationships. Each one of us has a certain place in the society in which we live. Some are in charge,
some have a higher position of responsibility, and some are just free, but all are under obligation.
Nobody ever lives entirely to himself. What that means is this that anything I want to do must be done
with respect to other people, even if it is only to drive a car. When I go out on the highway to drive, I
have the traffic rules to consider. If I am in school I have schedules to keep. If I study in the university I
have a course program to study. Even in the family there are certain things for each of us to do in order
to get along together. Some agreement must always be reached.

I must receive certain permission from other people if I want to act in a certain way; there is always a
problem if I want to change my life style. Suppose I have never gone to prayer meeting and I want to
start. Do you realize that will make it necessary for some others to change their ways? Wherever I have
lived some people have lived with me. They do not want me to change. If I have been in that frame of
mind where I did not go to church, people living with me have become accustomed to it. They may agree
I could well be different, but they are not ready for me to be different. Suppose some Sunday I say, "I
want to go to church." That would be a shock if I never have. Then again, suppose I say on a certain
night when I come home from the office, "Tonight I want to go to prayer meeting." If I have not done
that before, such an announcement will be a shock. Suppose there is a church meeting on Friday night
where the Bible is being studied, and some man says to his family, "I want to go to the Bible study
tonight." If he never has done that, it will create a big stir. A person could probably get permission to do
such a thing once, and maybe twice, but do you realize that others would not want him to make a habit
of it? They do not want him to be that much different.

As a pastor I worked at different times with people, trying to get them to change their ways. I wanted
them to start studying the Bible, I wanted them to start praying, and I encouraged them to give. I learned
that many times the biggest problem a man had was right in his own family. Others were not ready for
him to change his ways. I can remember such instances as this: a wife who was in great distress because
her husband was careless about the church talked to me about it; I suggested we pray about it. The man
started coming to church and he went at it wholeheartedly. He came Wednesday night and twice on
Sunday. Before long his wife came to me asking what she could do because her husband was spending
too much time in church! Unconsciously she wanted him to be different but just a little different. A
person who has played a certain part in home or society is expected to keep on doing that, and any
attempt to change that way of doing things will meet with opposition.

Now let us look again at the case of the people of Israel in Egypt and see this principle worked out
there. God heard their cry and sent a deliverer. Moses came. Moses proposed that the Hebrews leave
Egypt. When he went to Pharaoh and asked for permission to leave the country, Pharaoh refused.
Pharaoh could abuse these people; he could take advantage of them. They were, after all, an asset to the
community. They did a lot of work. Moses was now faced with a complicated problem. Pharaoh needed
to become willing to permit these people to leave; we learn it was the plagues that made him willing.

Can we see what that problem would be if it came up today? Any proposal to change the ways of
people must be permitted by other people. For example, if a family has not been going to church or
Sunday school at all, and if you want to take their children to Sunday school, do you realize that you are
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really not free to ask them without first going to their parents and getting permission? Do you realize that
if you start taking those children to Sunday school you will be creating a situation in the home where the
children are going to be in trouble?

Consider the matter of distributing tracts. There are some people who have a feeling in their hearts
that they want to share the news of the Gospel with others by handing out tracts. As a matter of fact
when tracts are handed out on buses or even on the street, many people resent it. In fact, in many cities
there are laws against it. Suppose that in a congregation an enthusiastic preacher wants to get the people
stirred up for doing more for the Lord. He proposes additional meetings in the congregation. He
proposes a Sunday evening preaching service. Do you know that today there are many churches in the
land with preachers who would be willing to preach on Sunday night but the church officers will not
permit them? Why would they do this? I am afraid I can't tell you the whole reason but I could think,
among other reasons, they don't want to be made to look bad. If there are church services at the church
and some elder is not present it will make him feel that he looks bad. If there is no service at all, he does
not have to go; so he would rather not have the service. Anybody who has had anything to do with the
leadership of a congregation knows that you just do not take the liberty to invite an evangelist and
arrange for a week of meetings. You must get the consent of the officers and of the people. Even when
you want to talk about the Lord to people in the community, do you realize that ordinarily others resent
it? They do not want you to do it.

It seems it is always wise that one should be very careful to get permission, to say to people, "I hope
you don't mind if we do this, or if we do that." Even in the matter of dealing with one's own family, it is
not wise to thrust it at them, at every moment. One should not be continually telling them they should go
to church, or they should pray, or read the Bible. There will be times when this can be made very clear;
your example will be the best way to show it. Suppose that your church is full and people are coming
from a community some miles away. Do you think it would be good to open a branch Sunday school
over there? Do you realize that opening a branch Sunday school should be checked with all the other
people working in that community, and that failure to do so will bring opposition? It may seem fine to
say, "I will work as if nobody else in the world were working," but you will not get very far; you will
find that people will resist you because you are assuming and presuming something for which you did
not ask permission.

I wonder how many of you realize that if a certain church had a building standing in a certain place in
some community and because of a change in the real estate situation it seemed practical to move that
building out three or four miles, they would need to get permission not only from the city fathers, but
from other church people. It could be considered unfriendly for you to start a new church in the
community where there are already people busy. This brings up the whole matter of permission.

These were the problems that were faced by Moses when he was going to lead his people. He wanted
permission to lead them out of Egypt on a three-day journey into the wilderness, but Pharaoh resisted
him. The plagues caused Pharaoh to be willing. These plagues were acts of God, done in such a way that
Israel was influenced and impressed by the demonstration of power to trust Moses, and Pharaoh was
influenced to give in to Moses temporarily, long enough for Moses to move. Believers always have such
problems, as do all witnesses for salvation.

This is the problem of a wife with her husband. She needs to get permission from him for what she is
going to do. So also with a parent and child: the parent needs to get the permission of the child to start
telling him what he should do about the Lord. You remember Daniel, when he wanted the privilege of
not taking part in some of the activities of the others: he went to the school official and asked him for
permission to abstain, rather than acting on his own ideas. Jesus of Nazareth, while He was here in this
world, submitted Himself to the laws of the land. He paid taxes to the Roman government and submitted
to the authority of the Roman governor because He was living in the community. He was the one who
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would tell you "Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's."
This problem of permission is very real. We can be sure that God will need to help us in His providence,
that we might get permission for what we want to do for Him.
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Chapter 18

PROBLEM OF COMPROMISE

Did you know that if a person wants to share in the salvation of God he must be absolutely sincere?
There is much confusion in the world of thought among people, with many differing ideas even in

matters that have to do with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. In some respects believers in Christ
seem to be harder to deal with than people in the world. There seem to be more different ideas about
how to live in faith, yet there is one directive for all men everywhere that all believers will accept: "Ye
must be born again." In committing himself to God the believer takes up his cross to follow Christ. It is
to be feared there are many to whom such commitment is something you are in favor of, something with
which you agree; but anything less than total personal commitment is simply not good enough. This
matter of being born again, taking up the cross, following Christ is something not only to be said, but it
is something to be done.

We will see this truth again now that we think about the children of Israel coming out of the land of
Egypt. We will see that they, in their experience, demonstrated something of what we have to face in
total commitment. When Israel was being brought out of Egypt, Moses requested permission from
Pharaoh. Pharaoh opposed this request; he did not want them to go. He abused them, but as they were an
economic asset, he wanted to keep them. Under pressure of the plagues he finally began to yield, though
he made several attempts to compromise.

I want to speak just now of those attempts he made to compromise. We may learn much as we see
how he presented these suggestions. The first compromise he offered to Moses was this: if the people
insisted on worshiping God, they should do that right there in Egypt. Moses turned that down. He said
that would not do because if they sacrificed to their God in the land of Egypt the Egyptians would resent
it, and there would be contention and distress. You may remember that the Egyptians were people who
worshiped animals, and when the Hebrews worshiped God they sacrificed animals. This practice would
immediately cause trouble. Here one can see the whole idea that if you are going to worship God you
cannot stay in the ways of the world to do it. Jesus of Nazareth said that if a man were coming to God to
pray, he should enter into his closet and shut the door, and then pray to his Father in secret. Now that is a
special way of saying it. It is easy to see the truth when it is a matter of going into the house to worship
God from a shut room, as it were; but this way is, generally speaking, the way it is to be done.

The actual principle means plainly to say that so far as one's whole conduct is concerned, the person
who is going to worship God must do so differently. The true worshiper is to come out from others and
be different. He is to act in such a way that would indicate that he feels this is the proper way to worship
God. In any case, Moses said it would not be acceptable to worship God in the land, so Pharaoh turned
away. More plagues came.

After more plagues had come, Pharaoh again made an offer of compromise. He told Moses to take his
people out from the land but "only a little way." His thought was that if they went only a little way it
would be easy to bring them back. I am sure we can recognize this kind of suggestion if it were made
today. People will say, "I'd like to be a Christian; but I would not have to change, would I?" Some might
say you could be a Christian and not change at all. The believer would accept Christ and be the same
person he is now. That would be worshiping God "in the land," staying right where you are. Other
people might say, "you could accept Christ but you will not need to make any big changes. If you want to
go to church and read the Bible and pray, that will be all right; but don't make too much disturbance
about it. Go just a little way."

Moses answered this offer of compromise very directly: "It will have to be three days' journey." Many
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have wondered about that "three days." This period can suggest to your mind the three days the Lord
Jesus was in the grave. He was really dead for that time. This could be the way it is to be with true
believers: they are to be really dead so far as this world is concerned. When Moses said it would have to
be a three-day journey into the Wilderness, Pharaoh turned him down again.

With more trouble coming in the way of plagues, Pharaoh called Moses again and told him to go but
"leave the children." Of course, the idea behind that was this: if they left the children behind they would
come back. This again is the way the world would have it today. I do not know in how many cases, so
far as Christians are concerned, spiritual realities fade out and are really sometimes lost for no other
reason than this: parents make room to let their children go the way of the world. The first thing you
know the parents will be in there with them. Moses said, "No. Those little children belong to us and
when we go, they will go."

So often we should recognize again this very interesting fact: people who do not really want you to
serve the Lord become very concerned about the little children. They say, "Don't make the poor little
children act the way you do and put adult ideas on their poor little minds. Let them choose what they
want to choose so they can be free." The truth about human nature is plain: what they really mean is let
the children do as we have always done because that is truly the way we want it. But Moses said, "No,
the little children belong to us and when we go they will go."

Pharaoh was again enraged by this insistence on the part of Moses. He turned away and said that now
he would not let them go at all. But more plagues came and finally Pharaoh called Moses in and said,
"All right, if you want to go, you go. Take the children but leave the cattle. Leave your flocks and herds."
We can recognize this right away. "you want to be a Christian? You want to have your children grow up
in the atmosphere of faith? All right, but don't let it interfere with your business. So far as your business
and your social affairs are concerned, leave those things the way they were." But Moses said, "We can't
do that. We need the cattle. We need our business with which to serve the Lord." And now the break
came. Although Pharaoh made these four offers to compromise, Moses would not compromise at all. So
Pharaoh said unto him, "Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see my face no more. . . ." There was the
only time Moses turned on Pharaoh; he said, "Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face no more."

Moses was predicting what Pharaoh did not know: that night when the angel of death passed through,
Pharaoh would want them to leave. Such result would not be unusual even today. No doubt many
parents have this whole problem to face. They seek the best for then. children and are often called
stubborn. They can be called hardheaded and accused of having a "sixteenth-century" mentality. But it is
important for the parents to remember this is the most crucial battle of all when you are seeking to make
a break so far as the world is concerned. Nothing will do but an absolute break. Total, complete
commitment to God is the price of success in believing.


