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FIRST PETER
Chapter 1

PETER WROTE TO BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
(1 Peter 1:1)

Does it mean anything to you that the apostles wrote |etters to people who had accepted Christ?

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia (1 Peter 1:1).

These are the opening words of the first epistle of Peter. We want to understand why Peter wrote this
epistle. These words are the salutation, which is the heading of aletter. Why did Peter write this |etter?
What does a preacher preach? Some people believe that after they have accepted Christ they have done all
that is necessary. That is like a man who, after he marries and sets up a home, never spends any time at
home. Would you think that would be wise? It would be strange if a person accepted the Lord Jesus Christ
and understood that he belonged to God, but never worshiped God, and never read the Bible.

Much more follows in the life of abeliever after he becomes a member of the body of Christ. Peter is
writing to certain believersto tell them this. The salutation is specific. It indicates that the messageisfor a
special purpose. We shall learn that just anybody could not have written this, and, furthermore, it is not
written for everybody. He begins, "Peter" — not Simon the son of Jonas, not even Simon Peter — but just
Peter. We remember that he started in life called Simon. Jesus of Nazareth said to him, "Men call you
Simon but thou shalt be called Peter." Peter is the name given to him after the Lord Jesus Christ had done
Hiswork in him. "Peter” is the name of the "saved" man; the man in whom Christ Jesusis achieving His
purpose.

Simon, the fisherman of the Lake of Galilee, the man who denied Jesus Christ, isno longer an
unlearned and ignorant man. He was beaten by the council; he saw the mighty works of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Peter is now writing as an apostle, aman sent from God. He was given this message for us; he has
authority in this function.

"To the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia" — not to the
whole world. He is not writing this book in the way people write poems for everyoneto read. Thisisa
message to certain persons. The word "strangers' refersto the Jewish Christians who were scattered over
various areas. The letter iswritten to believersin Christ. The word "strangers” is used in chapter 2, verse
11: "Dearly beloved, | beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against
the soul." "Stranger" is the proper word for abeliever in Christ. Any believer in Christ isin theworld asa
stranger. Peter wrote this letter to believers, whom he looked upon as strangers and pilgrims.

Thisis pertinent today. The Gospel story is given to the whole world: "Whosoever will may come.”
The evangelist preaches to everybody. But when a man writes the way Peter is writing, when a pastor
speaks to his congregation, or when aman iswriting to believersin Christ, he needsto identify them. The
epistles were not addressed to the public as such, but were written to people who belong to the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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THE BELIEVER IS CALLED OF GOD
(1 Peter 1:2)

Do you redlize that believersin Christ are called to obey the will of the living God?

Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:2).

These words describe the strangers Peter mentioned in the first verse, those to whom this letter was
addressed. It is absolutely necessary, if one wants the blessing of God in Christ, to enter into a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. These are the words we should note: "Elect unto obedience and sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ." Thisisthe main thrust of this sentence, and it is the central ideain the New
Testament.

Remember, Peter had not been indoctrinated in any school of sophisticated thought. When Peter used
the word "elect” he did not refer to books on election. There were no theology books written at that time.
Heused it asit wasin the Greek language: "The called out or recruited ones." He is referring to those who
have responded to the call of God in the Gospel. Those who come are the "elect.”

This call of God comes not to the favored, or to those who have been given an advantage; it isacall
into yielded obedience.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls
(Matt. 11:29).

Thiscall isgivento al men. Itisacall to cometo Him, to yield heart and soul, and to obey Him. Blessing
comes from obedience to God, to those who willingly respond in obedience to the direction God gives.
The believer is called unto obedience in everything.

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might (Eccl. 9:10).
In every thing give thanks (1 Thess. 5:18).

Whatsoever ye do, do al to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31).

I can of mine own self do nothing (John 5:30).

My Father worketh hitherto, and | work (John 5:17).

We have been called into a marvelous experience, aliving relationship with God that we might yield
oursalves to do the will of God. Theword " sprinkling” brings to mind the baptism of Jesus Christ; we
speak of being baptized with water and by blood. John the Baptist baptized with water, but he said that
Christ would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Jesus of Nazareth asked those disciples who
wanted special favor: "Areye able to drink of the cup that | shall drink of, and to be baptized with the
baptism that | am baptized with?' (Matt. 20:22). They answered they were. No doubt this refersto the
baptism of Jesus, the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. This truth was implied by the apostle Paul,
"I am crucified with Christ" (Gal. 2:20). Believersin Christ are the elect, called unto total obedience, and
to the crucifixion with Christ, the crucifixion of self.

"According to the foreknowledge of God" means that God knew beforehand all that would happen to
the believers, He knew the full course of their living experiences. "He knoweth the way that | take" (Job
23:10). And when difficult things happen, as they may happen tomorrow, the believer will need to deny
himself. God will call the believer to that, just as He called the Lord Jesus Christ. The daily round of a
believer'slife is known to God, and the object of God'swill isto promote His purpose. The life of a
believer has been planned by the Father, even as was the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. Each believer has
been called to the sprinkling of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, that is, to experience crucifixion with
Christ according to the foreknowledge of God.
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"Through sanctification of the Spirit" implies that the only way a believer can respond at all timesto
the will of God isto have Christ working in him, the hope of glory. The believer is not left to his memory
of the things Jesus Christ has done; he is not left to his own good intentions. The Holy Spirit takes the
things of Christ and shows them to the believer. The Spirit activates, makes alive, in the soul, the will of
the living Christ all the time. Thisiswhat the believer has been called into.

GRACE TOWARD BELIEVERS IS UNLIMITED
(1 Peter 1:2-3)

Do you redlize that a believer is alwaysreceiving help from God?
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied (1 Peter 1:2).

Inthefirst part of this second verse Peter pointed out what believers are called unto. Now he states
how it can be done. A common view about living in faith needs to be corrected. Mankind, generally
speaking, isinclined to admit that in himself is both good and bad. Some persons think there is more
good, and some think there is more bad, and that in becoming a believer a person tries to be good. People
use Jesus Christ as an example to encourage doing good. Thisis an error. It was the error Paul said the
Jews made. They tried to be good in order to do good. They read the law to find out what God wanted,
then tried to do it.

The same is true today. Many people have not been brought up on the Ten Commandments, but they
do know something about Jesus Christ. When they think about Jesus, they think of the little Baby born in
Bethlehem, and then of the Man who went about doing good. They may also know that He was opposed,
that He was put on the cross, and that the disciples thought He was raised from the dead. But with all this
in mind, a person could be wrong in hisideas of what to do. It is not wrong to remember that Jesus of
Nazareth was good and that He said God expects man to be righteous. The error comesin the notion that
a person can make himself good enough, and that he can, by trying to be good and doing good, be a
Christian.

The truth isthat YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN. Thiswill mean dying to the flesh so that a person might
live in the Spirit. In the book of Romans, Paul points out that believers must diein order to live. When we
read about the sprinkling of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, this means being baptized into His death.
Many sincere people fail to understand that the way to enter into Christian life and experienceis by the
denial of self unto death. It is not in the natural man's heart to yield himself to death; and that is why we
need the great truth that James pointed out: God "giveth more grace.” The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is
the grace that enables a person to die unto self. In this way he can accept Calvary for himself.

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, that, though he wasrich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye
through his poverty might be rich (2 Cor. 8:9).

That iswhat Paul said about the grace of God. This was the grace, the inward strength of Jesus, to die
unto self that He might live forever unto God. Grace from God enables the believer to do His will.

The will of God isto take the human flesh to the cross, and grace gives us the strength to do the will of
God. So when Peter writes that "grace be multiplied" he is saying more grace, more grace. James says
about our weakness, "He giveth more grace." Thisis what we need in our homes throughout each day.
This graceis available. Peter prayed for these believing people that "grace be multiplied and peace." Peace
comes from yielding, and denial of the flesh. The believer should turn to God and yield everything to Him.
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Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:6-7).

Peter praysfor these believing people, that peace and grace might be multiplied.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 Peter 1:3).

Do you wonder how God can be blessed by a believer? The Bible says about blessing that the lesser
shall be blessed by the greater. This meansthat it will be the greater man who will bless the lesser man.
Row can we bless God? When we say, "Blessed be the name of our Lord and Father, Lord Jesus Christ,"
we are saying that we want God to be blessed and that man is to bless Him. We think of blessings and
benefits as being the same thing; we speak of blessings; and add up all our benefits from God. That brings
usto ask, "How can God benefit from us?' What can a human being, even abeliever, giveto God, since
al the silver and gold are His, and all the cattle on a thousand hills belong to God?

Have you thought about your praises? If we do not give God our praise, He will never haveit;
therefore, praise and thanksgiving are the ways we bless God. The Father likes to see the Son praised;
when we thank God for what He has done for us, that is one way of adding to the glory of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Let uslook at the words themselves: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." When
we think about "Father," we also think about "the children of God." This brings our attention to being born
again. Believers, who have been born again, can call Him Father because He has begotten them again unto
thislively hope. The phrase, "which has begotten us again," refers to regeneration, being born again.
When we use the phrase "begotten again” we recognize that our first life was from Him. Our spiritual life
was also from Him, and that is why we use the word "again.” "Unto alively hope": lively means alive.
One could say, "unto aliving hope,” as a hope "of" living or ahope "in" living. Not only eventually at the
last trumpet, when the Lord Jesus Christ will be revealed from heaven and the dead in Christ shall rise
first, but now while living in this world, there can be the confident expectation that God will quicken our
mortal bodies which were dead in trespasses and sin. He will make us sensitive to Himself through the
resurrection of His Son.

Jesus Christ accomplished something in being raised from the dead that, when | believein Him, is
operative in me. When | believe in Him and commit myself to Him, He can quicken me and make me
alive, where | was once dead. We have another phrase in this passage, "according to his abundant mercy,”
which came earlier. But let us think now of the word "mercy." We human beings needed help, and we
were utterly unworthy; we had no right to ask for it. But:

God commendeth hislove toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8).

It was abundant mercy on the part of God that provided Jesus Christ for us.

Whatever our need, God more than fulfillsit. We need forgiveness, and He more than .providesit. We
need strength, and He more than givesit. We need to be reconciled to God, and He more than takes away
all the things between us. He provides more than we can ever ask or think, and has doneit al in mercy
and grace.
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INHERITANCE IS RESERVED FOR BELIEVERS
(1 Peter 1:4)

Do you realize that wonderful blessings are already prepared for the believer apart from what he does?
To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you (1 Peter 1:4).

These words together with those in verse 3 tell part of the blessing a believer receives through Jesus
Christ. We should keep in mind that Peter is not introducing the Gospel. He is referring to certain Gospel
blessings which the people reading his letter already know about. Perhaps Peter had already preached to
them about these matters, and now he is reminding them of what Christ has given to them.

Inverse 3 the believer is reminded that he is born again, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, into a hope
for living. Peter adds to this: born again "to an inheritance.” If anything comesto meas an inheritance |
did not earn it. It is not wages; it is not even the results of my works. | receive an inheritance because
someone else givesit to me. A believer receives this inheritance freely because of the death of the Lord
Jesus Christ, who bequeathed it to us. Peter callsit "incorruptible and undefiled.” Thisiswhat Jesus of
Nazareth said in the Sermon on the Mount.

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor steal (Matt. 6:19-20).

Paul wrote:

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens (2 Cor. 5:1).

All believers have in the Gospel the assurance that in Christ they have an inheritance, and this
inheritanceisin heaven. It isincorruptible, undefiled, and fades not away. Jesus said to His disciples:

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, | would havetold you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be also (John 14:1-3).

Heaven is not a geographical place. It cannot be located in space. We normally lift our eyesto heaven
by looking up because this is a gesture we all understand. But heaven is not localized. And heaven is not
something that happens after we leave this world; heaven is now. Jesus Christ taught His disciplesto pray,
saying, "Our Father, which art in heaven." He isin heaven right now. When believers say they have this
inheritance reserved in heaven for them, they are not saying that it is something that will take place, which
they shall have after they die or when the Lord Jesus Christ comes again. This inheritance, reserved in
heaven for them, is something that is set apart in the presence of God for them and is apparently spiritual.
It is something that belongs to the very nature of and the presence of God. According to other passages of
Scripture, it concerns the redemption of the body. This may be what is referred to in the first chapter of
Ephesians when Paul asks that the people might have a knowledge of certain things, including "the
inheritance of the saints.”

Now what is the meaning of all this? Let uslook again at that verse. It may be that this inheritance
which believersreceivein thisway is actually the operation of God in them. It loosens them from their
sins and quickens the mortal body to do the will of God. It isincorruptible and undefiled; nothing will
spail it. Itisin Christ Jesus. It fadeth not away and is reserved in heaven for al believers. It is something
for which Peter felt God should be thanked.
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THE BELIEVER IS KEPT BY GOD
(1 Peter 1:5)

Do you redlize that a believer receives help so he can keep on believing?
Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be reveaed in the last time (1 Peter 1:5).

Thisverseisthe last of three verses that are one sentence, beginning with verse 3. It is a sentence of
praise in which Peter emphasi zes three things. In verse 3, Peter emphasizes that believers have been born
again unto aliving hope; in verse 4, he emphasizes that they are begotten unto an eternal inheritance. In
verse 5, he emphasizes that they are kept by the power of God. This profound truth should never be over-
looked: God isthe Savior. Salvation is the work of God, and is to the glory of God. We should beware of
the mistakes the Jews made in trying to produce self-righteousness. Thisis a natural mistake. Since God is
righteous one assumes that believers should be righteous.

One wonderful aspect of God's graceisthat it continues forever. The ideathat a person is set right by
the grace of God and then left to do aswell as he can, isnot theway it is. The truth is that the believer is
set right, and then "kept" right. This is the wonderful blessing in salvation. The person who is afraid he
could not "keep up" being a believer misunderstands. It is God who does it; God begins salvation and He
will keep it going. The meaning hereis "kept unto salvation,” which refersto all God does for us by and
through Christ Jesus.

This Scripture passage states that salvation is ready to be revealed in the last times. This may not refer
to any special period of time, such asa specific eraor age in God's plan. Public attention to the phrase,
"inthe last times," assumes that it refers to some predicted prophecy; as though God has promised certain
things to come to pass in some future time. Thiswould imply that atime would come in God's calendar
when Christ Jesus would be openly revealed in His glory to all men. When that hour comes it will be "the
last time." If that should be the case, it would mean that the glory of salvation is ready to be revealed when
God ends all things. But salvation can refer to the work of Christ, by Hisindwelling Spirit, in the heart of
the believer. Thiswork of Christ may be growth in grace and in knowledge. It has a definite promise of
one day completing the work of Christ in the soul.

Salvation beginsin the solitary darkness of the soul. It generates faith and obedience to the living God,
who will one day exhibit the saved person to the glory of Jesus Christ. Salvation may be something God is
working out in the believer. He will one day accomplish it while the believer is still in this world.

We are "kept by the power of God through faith." God will give this blessing to those who honor the
Lord Jesus Christ. These are wonderful words of promise, and they are offered in Christ Jesus: those who
believein the Lord Jesus Christ will be kept by the power of God through faith unto a salvation which is
ready to be revealed in the last times.

THE BELIEVER CAN ALWAYS HAVE JOY
(1 Peter 1:6)

Can you understand how a believer in Christ could have real joy even while passing through sorrow or
distress?

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations
(1 Peter 1:6).

In our last study we noted that God will do wonderful things for believersin Christ Jesus, bringing
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them out of the natural into the spiritual. Believers are born in this world as human beings, living
naturally, as human beings. When they are born again, received in the body of the Lord Jesus Christ by
faith, they live anew life which is different from the old life. We call the new life spiritual. The believer
can regjoice to know that even in the midst of trouble we have this prospect of salvation.

Peter knew that the people he was writing to were having trouble, and would have more trouble,
because believersin Christ do have trouble in this world. He points out that they are able to rejoice even in
the day of trouble because of what God has done for them. With regard to thisword "rejoice,” let me say
that when averb has the prefix "re," it means something is being done again. If you write a letter that
needs to be done over, you rewrite it. And when you think about having had joy, you can "rejoy.” They
had joy when they first realized their salvation, and they had joy every time they thought about it. So they
can regjoice to think about it even in the midst of trouble.

Thisistrue of salvation, because in salvation thereis afellowship with God which is unbroken. This
fellowship with God gives the believer joy. He has deliverance from sin. The believer in Christ has
freedom, not because he is good, but because God has removed hissin. Thisis an occasion for joy. He has
assurance of effectual power .He will witness by showing others the joys of the Lord, and thiswill give
him assurance. All of thisisincluded in salvation, and when he realizesit, he can rgjoice.

All these things: fellowship with God, deliverance from sin, assurance of effectual power, will be given
without measure forever, in the grace of God. Peter says, "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a
season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations."” The word "heaviness' isa
manufactured word in English meaning "heavy-heartedness," which happens whilein pain or stress. A
person can be downhearted to such adegreethat it weights him down; thisis possible even while being
blessed. "In the world ye shall have tribulation," some of which will be unavoidable, because of human
limitations we must accept it. Some will be forced upon us by others, and some will be our own doing.
The price we pay for sin is suffering; and when sin isin the lives of others around us, there will be some
form of suffering.

Heavinessis the result of acondition. It is not heavinessitself that troubles us, but the sin which causes
the suffering. Manifold temptations bother us and the result is heaviness. "Manifold" comes from the
words "many fold," and there are many varieties of temptations. There are testings of all kinds. However,
thisverseis more likely to refer to things that have happened because of wrongs that have been done. It
may be that you or aloved one has done something that should not have been done, so you have the
prospect of going into court and paying afine. Y ou cannot be happy about that; but, while you may feel
heavy-hearted about this, you can rejoice because al of your family are in good health. Although you do
not have reason actually to rejoice in what is happening in this world, you can rejoice in God Himself, in
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit, and in the truth that isin the Bible.

Peter says, "though now for a season”: this kind of heaviness will not last forever. Many different kinds
of temptations are hard to bear; some may cause you to feel downhearted and discouraged. But you can
remember what God is doing for you. Y ou can remember His plansin Christ Jesus. And having these
thingsin mind, you can rejoicein Him.

TROUBLE MAKES FAITH STRONGER
(1 Peter 1:7)
Can you see that faith shows up most clearly in times of trouble ?

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might
be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:7).
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There is no better way to learn if a person believesin Christ than to watch him in atime of trouble.
Faith is amatter of believing in God, of committing oneself to the living Cod, and responding to His
revealed word. The soul hears some word of God and commits himself to that word: that is faith. Faith is
not something that originates in the mind, or committing yourself to a product of your own thought. Faith
Is coming to know the truth of Cod which wasin Jesus Christ. When Cod became incarnate in Jesus
Christ, the truth of God was lived in actual fact. "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).

When we think about the "trial of your faith,” we are thinking of the testing of your personal
commitment to God who isrevealed in Christ Jesus. Y ou acquire your faith by learning the truth of God
in Christ Jesus. Y ou live by the attitudes you form on the basis of what you know about God. The testings
of these attitudes will occur in the course of manifold temptations.

"Thetria of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with
fire." Peter is saying that when faith is tested in persecution, in trouble, and in stress, it will warrant praise
and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. For example, when the believer is being tested and
tried, what he knows about God in Christ Jesus encourages him to believe that God's hand isin everything
and will work for good. We call it Providence that everything isin the hand of God. This comforting fact
iIswhat the believer learns in his testings: that as God took care of Jesus of Nazareth, so He will take care
of the believer.

Do you have achild in your family who has an iliness such as leukemia? Can you still believe that
providenceisin the hand of God and that He is good? How about afire destroying your home? These are
trials of your faith. The faith the believer hasin the Lord Jesus Christ brings him confidence that prayer is
the way to blessing. This principleistrue, and abeliever cherishesit with joy. Since he believes that
prayer is the way to blessing, every morning he asks God's care for the day. On a certain morning he may
have a collision on the highway. This would be atest to his faith. Would he still be able to believe that
prayer is the way to blessing; and that trusting in God is the way to blessing? Consider Job; he trusted God
and trouble came to him. Thisis not to say the believer should not have faith. But the ordinary ongoing of
life will confront the believer with situations in which his faith will be tested.

Peter comments that faith is more precious than gold that perishes though it be tried with fire. No
doubt you are acquainted with the method of refining minerals. One may find iron, for example, in the
clay of the ground. Men take this mineral ore to afurnace and put it in the fire. The hot fire will burn the
clay to ashes and harden it into clinkers, while it will melt the metal. Thus there will be a separation of the
melted metal that runs out now as pure metal (iron) and the clay which is bummed into ashes or in
clinkers.

Peter pointed out thisis what happens when faith is being refined. There are some aspects of faith that
are bummed out, but that which is truly dependent upon God will be found to be more precious than gold.
Just as furnacefire is used to smelt the impurities out of iron ore, so real troubles causethe believer to
rethink his convictions. These may not be as broad as they were originally, but they become what you
truly believe. Thisis what Peter meant when he wrote that even though faith is tried by fire, it may be
found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.
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THE BELIEVER HAS JOY UNSPEAKABLE
(1 Peter 1:8)

Do you redlize that the heart can have joy so deep and so wonderful that it cannot be expressed in
words?

Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory (1 Peter 1:8).

The experience of abeliever restson or isinvolved in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. You asa
believer should remember that it is Christ in you that is the hope of glory. To feel that | belong to Christ
because | follow His directionsis not good enough. To feel that | belong to Christ because | have accepted
the Gospel astrueisfine asfar asit goes, but that is not enough for life and experience. To feel that |
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ because | have repented of my sins and confessed my sins, and even have
forsaken all known sins, even that is not good enough. That is emptying the pail and cleaning it out; it
now has to be filled with something.

Personal communion with the living Lord, looking into the face of Jesus Christ, is the essence of living
in faith. The committed believer is amember of the bride of Christ; and the bride has joy in beholding the
face of her bridegroom. The nature of atrue believing experience can be seen in this Bible verse: "Whom
having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory." In spite of not having seen Him, you love Him.

If you did not know about the Lord Jesus Christ you would have no reason to love Him. The Scriptures
have told you about Him. We love Him because He first loved us. What does it mean that He first loved
us? Does that mean He had sentimental feelings about us? Listen again to the Scriptures:

Herein islove, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins
(1 John 4:10).

Thisisthe significance of the love of God. Paul wrote:

But God commendeth hislove toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8).

So when we have this testimony we can believe Him and we can love Him, "Inwhom . . . yergjoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory." Thisisjoy inthe Lord.

God's mercy and grace delight the sinner; although | do not deserveit, He comes for me; although | am
not worthy, He givesto me. His compassion is balm to the wounded heart. If | have trouble, or if | have
anything that causes me to suffer, Christ Jesus can comfort me in kindness and in compassion. This brings
joy inthe Lord. If | have done wrong or if | have been rebellious, it would be easy to think He would not
have anything to do with me. Then | remember that He was "meek and lowly of heart and like a sheep
before his shearersis dumb, he opened not his mouth." When he was reviled, he reviled not again. Jesus
Christ will help me. | do not deserveit, but Heis meek and He is humble; thisis a comfort to my heart
and fills me with joy.

Then thereis His steadfast faithfulness. He will never give up. When | put my trust in Him, He will
always be there. Thisis awonderful assurance. | have good intentions; | cannot carry them out. He can.
This causes me "to rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” We see the glory when something is
finished. We see the glory of God in His completed performance. All the benefits which come to me
through Christ Jesus fulfill God's purpose and are, in that sense, full of glory. So | joy in these things. My
joy islike the joy of one who loves flowers and never tires of looking at them. Some people rejoicein
seeing a certain picture, and some rejoice about ajob well done. The believer thinks about the Lord Jesus
Christ, and he rejoices. Believing is not focused upon the accuracy of the report about Christ, nor the
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historicity of that report, but on the presence of the living Lord. Though | do not see Him, | believe He
iIsthere. Heisin me, and believing this fills me with joy unspeakable and full of glory.

THE END OF FAITH
(1 Peter 1:9)

Do you understand that a present faith is required to be saved? That something is going on now in the
saved person?

Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls (1 Peter 1:9).

The common understanding of the word "saved" is accepting Christ. Some will say a certain number of
souls were saved, because that number of people accepted Christ. Many say they were saved under certain
circumstances at acertain time. That is valid and hasiits point. Others take the word "saved" in itsfinal
meaning, hoping one day to be in heaven in the presence of Almighty God, "preserved" in spirit, soul, and
body. In their new resurrection bodies they will say they are "saved," and that would be true. However,
these uses of the term "saved" do not embody the whole Bible emphasis — perhaps not even the major
Bible emphasis. They certainly are not the whole truth. The most important aspect of salvation is
immediate; it is going on now. It is continuing. In the present it isincomplete, and in that sense, imperfect.
The Book of Acts saysthat the Lord "added to the church daily such as were being saved.”

Peter wrote about a certain reationship that believers have with Christ Jesus. Peter pointed out, as we
noticed in our last study, that the real source of our joy isin the Lord. Thisjoy originatesin what the Lord
Is presently doing in us. Our faith, which is amatter of believing right now in Christ Jesus, is not merely
in the accuracy of the report. When we speak of a soul believing, we do not mean merely that he believes
Matthew, Mark, and Luke told the truth. Nor is that person, when he says he believes, placing emphasis
upon the authenticity of the promise. God has promised certain things, and we might believe He will do
what He promises. This has to do with the hope of the future. But believing is focusing attention on what
the Lord Jesus Christ is doing "now" in and for us.

Believers can rejoice because they are now receiving the natural results of believing, They were told
that if they believed and committed themselves to the Lord Jesus Christ. He would work in them and that
He would will and do His good pleasure in them. This actually takes place when a soul believes, In the
Gospel, the promise is made that the living Lord can and will do that now.

Some of the things that will take place in salvation can be noted. "Receiving the end of your faith"
means that thisiswhat has actually been prepared for believers. namely, "the salvation of your soul.”
Salvation includes healing. When a person receives salvation he is receiving healing in his soul. We read
in Psalm 103:3, "Who healeth al thy diseases." This hasto do with jealousy, vanity, arrogance, and all
kinds of things that concern the individual, especially personal feelings. When you are healed, such
sickness of the human ego is taken away.

In the German language the word for salvation means healing. The German noun for salvation is "heil ."
Therelation of that to the English word "heal" is obvious, because it means much the same thing.
Salvation is spoken of by Luther as"heilung,” which is another word we would translate as "healing.”
When Luther tranglated the Lord Jesus Christ's office into English he called Him "Helland" and that really
means "Healer." | am not thinking so much about physical healing by faith, though | would not eliminate
that, but I am thinking primarily of the healing of the soul. Thisiswhat one receivesin the savation of the
soul.

Another function of salvation is deliverance; the prisoner is set free. Salvation provides what the Bible
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calls "quickening,"” which is making you alive, sensitive, giving you a new nature. Thisis part of the
blessing in salvation. When you receive the salvation of your soul you are receiving regenerating power
which will quicken your mortal body and make you sensitive to do the will of God. Another part of
salvation is guidance, something that God does for those who put their trust in Him.

The Gospel gives comfort; God will comfort those who put their trust in Him. And finally, salvation
includes communion. A believer can be with the Lord. As Paul said, "The Lord stood by me this night."
We can be assured, and truly be given the grace to understand and believe, that the Lord Himself will be
with us. It isthe receiving of these blessings that fills us with joy and enables usto rejoice in Christ Jesus
when we are receiving salvation, the goal of our faith.

PROPHETS FORESAW THE NEW COVENANT
(1 Peter 1:10-11)

Do you know that the work of God in salvation is donein a specia way?

Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you: searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which wasin them did signify , when it testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow (1 Peter 1:10-11}.

A large portion of the Old Testament saysthat doing the right thing will bring blessing. Something
el se (something wonderful) in the New Testament is set forth in the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We
learn, as Peter points out, that salvation is something that God does. Abraham looked for a city that has no
foundation, whose builder and maker is God. Abraham did not have to build that city. In another place the
new Jerusalem, which comes down from heaven, is spoken of. It is already built.

There is something unique about this salvation which is received by believing in Jesus Christ. If it were
something that man earned, he could go out and earn it. If it were something man did, he could train and
develop his capacitiesto be ableto do it. If it were something man so achieved, it could be evaluated. But
that is not the salvation of God in Christ Jesus. Thisis so different that even the prophets in the Old
Testament inquired and searched diligently to learn what this meant (1 Peter 1:10-12). They understood
the Old Testament teaching which mainly emphasized law: if man does what is right, he will be blessed; if
he does wrong, he will not be blessed: if he does evil, he will be cursed. "Whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap.” On the basis of that any man would be lost since man has aready done wrong. But the
revelation of what God will do in grace and in mercy appears in the New Covenant with Christ Jesus.
Living under the Law in the Old Testament was a proven failure; not even good men could doit. "Thereis
none righteous, no not one."

Through the prophets, in Old Testament time, God revealed His plan to redeem man and to save man
by His grace. The questioner could bring up the point, "Would it be effectual?* This the prophets studied
by diligent research. They learned that this process of salvation by the grace of God would operate through
the Messiah, the appointed servant of God, who would come and give Hislife. Hislife would manifest
suffering unto death, and glories would follow the death that came in the suffering. Thisisasimple
formulaand was revealed in Christ Jesus. There would be suffering unto death and afterwards glory.

In the Bible a certain truth was not brought out clearly until the time of the Lord Jesus Christ, namely,
the resurrection from the dead. The Old Testament writers knew the Messiah would suffer unto death, and
that He would reign unto glory forever. They had difficulty understanding how the same person could
suffer unto death and reign in glory forever; because they did not clearly understand nor see the truth of
the resurrection. | saiah spoke of a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth. That was arather strange
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expression, but he was intimating that a new instrument would be invented. We understand he was
speaking about the Gospel in Christ Jesus. |saiah also spoke of substitutionary sacrifice.

All the prophets knew that the soul that sinneth, it shall die; but they also knew a sacrifice could be
offered in their ritual in place of the sinner, and the sinner could be saved. This was pointing forward to
the day when, according to Isaiah 53, the servant of God would die, and "all we like sheep" who have
gone astray would be saved through Him. Our sins and our iniquities would be laid upon Him, and by His
stripes we would be healed. Jeremiah spoke of a New Covenant when God would write Hiswords in the
hearts of men and put His Spirit within them. Ezekiel spoke in the same way of a New Covenant. Daniel
spoke of a New Kingdom, the Kingdom of Heaven that would be revealed from heaven, as over against
the kingdom of men.

The prophets knew that they had in themselves some intimation of what God would do in Christ Jesus.
They knew the Scriptures; they had the actual ritual practices of the tabernacle, al the worship services.
Certain events had been carried out in their history which God had overruled and supervised; and certain
things He had shown to individuals. They put all these together and studied, trying to find out what this
meant. They had reached the point that the Holy Spirit had testified that this Christ, the Messiah, the One
whom God would send, would suffer unto death. They also had learned about the glory that wasto follow.

In the 1lth verse the little pronoun "it" can be changed to "He," for the Holy Spirit. The prophets had
the revelation of the suffering of Christ. They had the revelation of the glory that was to follow, and they
searched, trying to find out how those things could be true. Some of the old scholars figured out there
must be two Messiahs: one would die asin the 53rd chapter of I1saiah and one would rule, asin the 1lth
chapter of Isaiah. We shall note in our next study just what was revealed unto them.

PROPHETS WROTE FOR OUR TIME
(1 Peter 1:12)

Did you know that what was preached in the Gospel even the angelsin heaven would like to
understand?

Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported
unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things
the angels desire to look into (1 Peter 1:12).

The apostle Peter referred to what the prophets tried to find out about the grace of God which would be
revealed in the New Covenant, in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter commented on the salvation
which we have as believersin Christ. God will do something in their hearts; something through them and
in them and for them in Christ Jesus; this was promised in Old Testament times. The prophets who
predicted this New Covenant searched in themselves as to what this could mean.

This salvation in Christ Jesus was not reveal ed to the ancients. Peter commented that the prophets had
predicted it would come, and they had been eager to learn the facts. They had been told this manifestation
of the grace of God, that we now know in Christ Jesus, would come later. Inasmuch as the prophets
learned that this revelation would come later, it is obvious that what they wrote was not written for
themselves but for others.

In this statement by Peter a number of truths are implied. This new salvation would be the work that
God does in believers to bless them and to give them joy and peace in Himself. God would work in
believersto will and to do of His good pleasure. This new procedure would not be something that would
come from man's efforts. This would be awork of grace by the free will of God, without man deserving it.
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Paul said about this:
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8).

Thiswas known to a number of prophets, not just one. Predictions are found in the writings of
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Isaiah. Some people might say that to understand the propheciesin Isaiah, Amos,
Micah, and Hosea we would need to know what had happened then. Peter denies that. The message was
not for that ancient time; it was for our learning.

Revelation is the work of the Spirit of Christ. The prophets searched diligently to learn when this
would happen which the Spirit of Christ in them predicted. The prophets were not great scholars and
philosophers who researched and came up with ideas of their own. This was the work of the Spirit of
Christ and what the prophets wrote has now taken place.

The message the prophets spoke about was reported by the preachers of the Gospel in New Testament
times. These things were predicted by the Holy Spirit, who came down from heaven. The Holy Spirit did
not originate these things as from a human point of view. The Holy Spirit was sent from heaven just as the
Lord Jesus Christ came. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead, sent to help interpret the
Gospel and makeiit real to us. "Which things the angels desire to look into." Angels do not know
everything. What happened to Jesus of Nazareth upon earth was astonishing to them and they wanted to
understand it better.

SPECIAL GRACE FOR BELIEVERS
(1 Peter 1:13)

Have you any ideawhat is to be brought to believers through Jesus Christ at His revelation?

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you
at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:13).

This verseis the beginning of anew line of thought. Believersin Christ have something to look
forward to and they would be wise to get ready for it. In the first twelve verses of hisfirst letter Peter has
recalled very important truths to believers. The fact that Christ Jesus could die and be raised from the dead
was so amazing the angels wanted to understand it. Perhaps it was true that the angels were particularly
interested in the death of Jesus of Nazareth, because this sacrifice was not necessary. The Son of God had
been with the Father before the world began. He could say, "Glorify thou me with the glory that | had
before the world began.” But in His grace Christ laid aside this glory and became in fashion as a man,
doing what was necessary for the saving of the children of man. Thisinvolved the sufferings of Christ
unto death, and the glory of His resurrection.

"Gird up the loins of your mind." We do not use that |language ordinarily; it is doubtful any father
would tell his son to gird up hisloins. He would more likely say, "Roll up your sleeves.” In those days
men dressed in something like a cloak, a sort of flowing cape, which would get in the way when they were
working. They had a practice of tying arope around it as a sash. Thus they girded themselves so that they
could go about their work. We see men roll up their sleeves as they prepareto do something.

When Peter said, "Gird up the loins of your mind," he meant they should be attentive, serious. "Hopeto
the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ." Hope is something
one does. It is an exercise of the will. Itisamost like "believe"; you believe in the Lord, and you hope for
the things He has promised. Hope is the confident expectation that what was promised will be realized.
Oneisto hopeto the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you. "To the end.” | do not think that is
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merely aterminus but to that end, that purpose, or that objective. The believer should open his heart to
God.

"At the revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ." It is possible this means the end of the world, at the time
the function of Christ isto be fully realized. The soul believesin and receives Him; and He will bein the
believer, lifting him to the will of God. Or, this could be the fulfillment by Jesus Christ when the promises
of God have been activated in the believer. Thus certain grace would be given, which would enable the
believer to suffer unto death, and to be raised from the dead into newness of life.

Thisrevelation of Jesus Christ is the result that intelligent, diligent faith will bring to passin the
believer. When a soul really believesin the Lord Jesus Christ certain things will follow, and the believer
will have gracefor living in the will of God.

BELIEVERS SHOULD BE HOLY
(1 Peter 1:14-16)

Do you know what holiness means ?

As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lustsin your ignorance: but as he which hath
called youis holy, so be ye holy in al manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy
(1 Peter 1:14-16).

Here Peter pointed out what believers are called to do. He will present more and more of this truth as
we go along. Asthis epistle unfolds, Peter shows us how believers can collaborate in getting the blessing
of God, which depends on what they do. He uses several figures of speech; one of them is here: "As
obedient children." Believers have been born again. Peter said believers are to be as obedient children.
The Father will lead them in what they are to do, and they are to be obedient unto Him. They areto do as
instructed by God, coming when they are called of God, and following as they are led by Him, not
fashioning themselves according to former lusts (strong desires). The "natural” person has interests which
need to be kept under control, otherwise the believer will develop into the kind of person God does not
want him to be.

Before | understood that | was to rule over my flesh rather than trust my flesh, | would have been
inclined to do anything | could. | would have been guided by my tastes or my pleasures or preferences
without being aware that | was self-centered and egotistical. But now | am no longer ignorant of the reality
of things, because | have seen Christ Jesus. | know now what God prefers because the Lord Jesus Christ
alwaysdid the things which pleased His Father.

"But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in al manner of conversation." Think of the
word "holy" as "wholly," the whole thing, one hundred percent. "Conversation” is a general word that
refersto manner of life. "All manner of conversation,” then, refersto all manner of life; every conceivable
situation, whether in the home, office, among friends, or with strangers. It means being holy in all
activities because it iswritten, "Beyeholy, as| am holy." That is the way it was in the Old Testament; and
this has always been the way of God. He is one hundred percent.

Thisiswhat Peter was pleading for. These believers might not be strong and they might not be perfect,
but they would be sincere, and they would try to do what God would want them to do. So Peter wrote, "As
obedient children” (those who are doing what their Father wants them to do) "not fashioning yourselves
according to the former lusts in your ignorance” (not developing your character and personality according
to the way it used to be when you wanted to live your own way in akind of mixed-up business). Nothing
should be left out of the will of God, or be added to the will of God. The way God wantsit is the way we
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should want it.

BELIEVERS SHOULD REVERENCE GOD
(1 Peter 1:17)

Do you realize that the person who believesin God should walk carefully, in reverence before God?

And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man'swork, pass the time
of your sojourning herein fear (1 Peter 1:17).

If you count yourself abeliever in Christ you will call on God; in doing this you must remember He
judges according to every man'swork. Y ou are calling upon Someone who will play it straight, and if you
want to do what is right you will pass the time of your sojourning herein awe of God. The people who
believe in God should be most careful of their conduct. It is common to hear about the ungodly acts of
ungodly people. We are shocked that these ungodly people act in this way, yet what they are doing is quite
natural.

Thereal scandal with regard to conduct is the ungodly action of godly people, those who claim to
know God. For instance, we sometimes hear that nobody reads the Bible any more. Do you? A man who
does not have any confidence in the Bible does not read it. Why should he ? He does not believe init. You
say, "It isthe Word of God." | know that it is the Word of God. Y ou will say, "Hewill lose." | know he
will lose. He has already lost everything, so it isto be expected that he does not read the Bible and he does
not pray. But how foolish and how wrong it is for people who believein God not to read the Bible and not
to pray.

Hereis aman who saysheisin favor of missions, but he never gives anything. Hereis a man who
favors seeing souls saved but he never invites anyoneto church. Thisisascandal and it iswhat Peter talks
about. Let uslook further at this phrase that refersto God: "Who without respect of persons judgeth
according to every man'swork." God will be fair in dealing with people. He looks down upon us, and if
we are wrong we will be disapproved; if we are right we will be approved. God is Judge of all the earth,
and if you pray to Him and trust Him, then you will pass the time of your sojourning herein fear.

"Thetime of your sojourning” will remind you of the phrase at the beginning of the book: "Peter, an
apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout. . . ." Thisreferred to the believers who have
put their trust in God, and who are like pilgrims here. Since they are like strangersin this world, they
spend the time of sojourning (which istemporary) in fear. They are like tourists passing through. While
they travel in this way, they should act with responsibility. It is true they are just passing through, but God
IS not passing away. Their relationship to Him does not pass away. They will be with God forever and
ever. Meanwhile, they can pass the sojourning of their time herein reverence and in awe. Thisiswhat is
meant by "in fear." They will be aware that God knows and sees all things, and they will be very respectful
to Him.

God is Almighty God, and is entitled to all the reverence, the respect and propriety toward Him of
which they are capable. They can come close to Him. They will be passing the sojourning of their time
here in fear in order that they will be blessed.
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REDEEMED BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST
(1 Peter 1:18-19)

Isit clear to you that every human being needs to be redeemed?

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of alamb without
blemish and without spot (1 Peter 1:18-19).

In these words Peter reminds the believers of their redemption, of the price that was paid for them. This
word "redeemed" is aword used with the word "mortgage,” an unpaid obligation. Paying off amortgageis
the operation of redemption. The souls of these believers had been under bondage to the kind of life they
had received from their fathers.

The word "conversation” does not refer so much to spoken communication asto the daily life. The
Greek word used here means the manner of life. "Vain conversation™ isaway of life that is empty. These
people were committed to doing things the way their fathers had done. This did not make any contribution
to their personal experience. The peopletried to do the will of God by keeping rules and regulations. They
tried to win the blessing of God through traditional practices, such as observing specia days of worship.
On the Sabbath day they would come to worship God in a special way; if it was not the Sabbath, the
worship should not be the same. On the Sabbath day there were things they should not do. The same was
true of various other holy days. Just asit is today, some people would feel thereis special significancein
going to achurch service. Thiswould be a performance God wanted you to go through so you would earn
something.

Religion for many is a matter of rules and regulations. There can be al kinds of special ways of doing
things: mental patterns; special doctrines; certain ideas about the sacraments, such astaking the Lord's
Supper or of baptism; and social patterns. Some persons will worship God in various ways. But when
worship is shared only because it is considered the right thing to do, or because others have done this
before (letting old customs become the responsibility) the worshiper is going through an empty and vain
procedure. The deliverance from all thisis through Christ Jesus. How? The believer is redeemed not by
paying penalties or fines, but by yielding himself into Christ, into His death and resurrection.

The blood of Christ refersto the death of Christ on Calvary. The truth is not so much that He died for
the believer, but that in Him the believer died when he was crucified with Christ. Christ is crucified with
the believer, aLamb without blemish; an innocent, holy substitute offered in behalf of the believer. Now
the believer belongs to God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Of course, it follows that when the believer
belongsto God he will keep the rules and he will give all that he can. He will attend church, but he will
not do these acts in order to get right with God. He will do these things because he is right with God.

THE BELIEVER'S HOPE
(1 Peter 1:20-21)

Do you know that Jesus Christ did something in His death and in His resurrection that opens the way
into spiritual living for believers?

Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last timesfor you, who
by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be
in God (1 Peter 1:20-21).
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In this portion Peter said some important things about the Lord and about believers. What Peter wrote
was short and compact. In order to understand Jesus of Nazareth it isimportant to remember that He was
the Son of God; to think of Him only as a human being will not enable anyone to understand what He did.
The Scriptures record, "In the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son." When the Lord Jesus Christ was
here upon earth He looked into the face of His Father and prayed, "Glorify thou me with the glory | had
with thee before the world began.” No one else could say such athing.

The Lord Jesus Christ had lived before He came into this world; He had been the Son of God. When
the angel told Mary she would give birth to a child conceived by the Holy Ghost, the angel said:

The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee', and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35).

The apostle Paul, in writing about Jesus Christ, said that Jesus did not remain equal with God (Phil. 2:6).
Christ emptied Himself, made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Himself the form of a servant.
Becoming a man, He humbled Himself unto death, even the death of the cross. In all thiswe are to feel
that the Son of God came into this world as the Babe of Bethlehem to perform a certain functionin
agreement with His Father: living, dying, and being raised from the dead as Jesus of Nazareth, and then
openly shown to be Christ the Lord.

Notice what else Peter saysabout Him, . . . who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the
world." The word "foreordained" means assigned to this function beforehand. It was the purpose of
Almighty God, the Father, that the Son of God should take His flesh to death, and through death into the
very presence of God. This particular work was planned by God, and the Lord Jesus was foreordained to
serve in this function before the foundation of the world. Thiswas in the mind of God before He made the
world.

"Manifest in these last times." Light makes "manifest”; it enables a person to see things. "In these last
times' may refer to the final stages of God's plan. He created heaven and earth and put man here, starting
the whole process which culminated in the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and in His
ascension into heaven where He is waiting now for the last act in God's program. Thus, "the last days," the
end of God's whole plan, could have begun at the time of Jesus. This phrase might also mean God's plan,
initsfinal stages, for the believer. However, thiswork of the Lord Jesus Christ must be understood by the
believer in order to be operative in the believer. Peter wrote that it was "manifest for you." The believer
must understand Christ Jesus dying for him, being raised from the dead, and going into the presence of
God for him.

If these things had been done somewhere else on another planet, or even in the very presence of God in
heaven, they would not have accomplished their purpose. It had to be done here, for the believer's sake. It
was openly shown in these last times for the believer, "who by him do believe in God." Believers believe
in God through believing in Jesus Christ. They ook for the results of God's grace and mercy which He
demonstrated in Jesus. When a person says he believesin God through Christ, he does more than say he
believes thereis a God. The devils, "in fear and trembling," believe in God. The believer in Christ not
only believes about God, but he trusts himself to God in Jesus Christ: that God will do in and through him
what God did in Jesus. The believer islooking for results which God promised. God will. quicken his
mortal body even as He quickened Jesus body in the resurrection.

That isthe route every believer must take: "That your faith and hope might be in God.” The faith of the
believer isthat he will be raised into newness of life. The Christian believes that he will have God's power
in hislife, just as Christ Jesus did after His resurrection.
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BELIEVERS SHOULD SEEK TO HELP OTHERS
(1 Peter 1:22)

Do you redlize that zeal isamark of areal Christian?

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that yelove one another with a pure heart fervently (1 Peter 1:22).

Here Peter gave advice to believersin Christ about developing their spiritual lives. After aperson
becomes a believer, he should grow; thisis possible, important, and even necessary. The one element that
brings the soul to the Lord is what the Bible calls truth, abroad term that | am not sure anyone can define
to everyone's satisfaction. When | speak of the "truth” | speak of atrue situation, the facts of existence as
they are.

"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth.” What would this truth be? It was probably
the truth about God and the truth about man. The truth about God can be seen in the universe. God is
Creator; Heis the Sovereign and the Keeper. He overrules everything and isin control. He is the Judge,
the One before whom everyone must stand. God is the Savior for those who have been judged at fault and
wrong, but who are contrite. Finally, as we seein the person of Jesus Christ Himself, God is the Father.
When a man knows this truth, it can affect him. Just as God is the Creator, man is the creature. Man did
not make himself. Man did not even design himself. God in providence watches over all things, and man
Is dependent. Man cannot create a thing. Man thinks about the fact God is Sovereign and is bewildered
about himself.

When a person realizes God is the Judge who sees and evaluates things for what they are, he realizes
that man is sinful. When the person thinks of the fact that God is the Savior, heis reminded that man is
doomed. When that person thinks of God as Father, he remembers that those who accept the Lord Jesus
Christ as Savior become God's children. Thisis truth.

| have sketched the truth about God and man. What does this situation say to you? The situation
becomes real, significant, and operative when man, the creature (dependent, bewildered, sinful, doomed
creature) honors and turns to God, trusting in Him. Man cannot know this truth about God and about
himself except by the Holy Spirit of God, who not only gives man a sense of these spiritual realities but
also communicates to man the will of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Son of God obeyed His Father; and this
isthe will that is communicated into the believer's heart by the Holy Spirit.

Asthe believer obeysthe truth which is revealed to him by the Spirit, he purifies his soul. We ask
ourselveswhat it is that makes the soul impure. In what sense does he purify it? It isthe ego that impairs it
and makes it impure. It is self-centeredness that is evil. The denial of the ego and the repudiation of self
come by obeying the will of God. The Lord Jesus Christ said, "I do nothing of myself. | do alwaysthe
things which please my Father." When the believer, led by the Holy Spirit, obeys the truth, he purifies his
soul by denying himself. When he does this, he has denied selfishness in obeying the truth through the
Spirit, as He has reveal ed these things unto him.

"Unto unfeigned love of the brethren.” "Unfeigned” means "sincere" love of the brethren. Now pause
for amoment. Thisword "love" is not "sentiment.” In the New Testament, "love" does not mean tha one
has inward emotion. The New Testament teaches that "love" signifies "seeking the welfare of." Believers
have denied selves in obeying the truth of God and man through the Spirit unto an unfeigned, genuine
love for their fellowman. Peter wrote, "Keep it up,” "See that ye love one another with a pure heart
fervently." He urged believers to continue this regard for the welfare of others with zeal. The attitude of a
believer should not be casual. He will not do anyone harm, but in addition he is supposed to be fervent,
actually wanting to help other people, with no concern about self. Pride and vanity are impure. By
following these precepts, the believer will carry out what Peter urged upon his people.
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THE WORD OF GOD IS FOREVER
(1 Peter 1:23-25)

Do you understand that the spiritual life of abeliever comes from the Word of God that never changes?

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever. For al fleshisas grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower
thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And thisis the word which by the gospel is preached
unto you (1 Peter 1:23-25).

This Scripture points out that the spiritual life of abeliever is grounded in the Word of God, whichis
preached by the Gospel. Obviously, no oneis abeliever by his own wisdom; no oneis that good. Or by
his own energy; nobody can do that much. Being abeliever in Christ is not a degree of character that is
achieved by obeying rules or by accomplishment. In our last study we saw that believers had purified their
souls in obeying the truth. That could sound as though the believers had been active in their own efforts,
because they had purified themselves. But in these verses, Peter makes it plain that the background of
such activities and such purifying was being born again by the Word of God. It was because they were
born-again believersthat they purified themselves. This"word of God" refersto the promises of God
which areto be found in Scripture, the plan of God that is shown forth in the Bible from beginning to end,
that man on earth should obey God in heaven. Thisisthe whole ideainvolved in salvation.

God will not make man climb the highest mountain or run the fastest mile or do the most work in order
to be saved. The call of God is direct and ssimple: anybody can come. The person who comes yields
himself and receives the promises of God. These promises of God will be the origin of the believer's
spiritual strength. The believer is born again not of corruptible seed. When we think about corruptible
seed we may think of the seed of man, which is corruptible. Being born of the seed of man will not only
refer to the physical, but it will also refer to the mental, the social, the intellectual, and every other phase
of aperson. Whether in body or mind, what comes from man is corruptible, and it can go wrong.
Believers were born the first time of corruptible seed, but the second time of incorruptible seed, "by the
word of God that liveth and abideth forever." The Word never dies, nor is it shaken.

Any child born of human parents has a body that can get sick and die. Anything man produces has a
limit to it. He was born of a corruptible nature, but when he is brought into touch with this Jesus of
Nazareth and with the Scriptures, he produces from incorruptible seed. The incorruptible man liveth and
abideth forever. Thisis explained in the following Scripture passage:

For al fleshisas grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof
falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever (1 Peter 1:24-25).

What is grass? Grass springs up, dries out, then wastes away. It never lasts. The flesh of manisas
grass, and all the glory of man is as ordinary natural flowers. This seems strange to people. All we havein
world "art" is what human beings are able to achieve. We speak of "imperishable art" and of "eternal
beauty" and so on, but these are just terms. Everything that people make can come to naught. If a person
paints a picture, the canvass can be burned; if he carves a statue, it can be broken; and if he builds
anything, it can be burned. Everything in art, science, and literature is as the flower. Flowers can be
beautiful but they cannot last. Thisiswhat Peter points out. But the Word of the Lord endures forever.
Whatever one receivesfrom the Lord is eternal.

The Word of the Lord in the Scriptures will speak to the heart. It will speak about the grace of God that
isforever and ever. It will speak of the call of God to cometo Him. It promises that if anyone comesto
Him he will be with Him forever and ever. It will speak about the warning of the judgment of God that is
forever and ever. We remember how the psalmist said, "For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven"
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(Ps. 119:89). In that word of God is the promise of salvation. "But as many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name" (John 1:12). Not for alittle
while, but forever. "Behold, what manner of love that Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God" (1 John 3:1). When He did that it was forever. Thisis the word which, by the
Gospel, is preached to all believers.

Many people in our day seek to explain the Word of God. | will tell you what the Word of God is: it is
the Gospel that is preached to you, written in the Scriptures and preached to all creation, and presented by
the Holy Spirit to believers. It is the actual record of what Jesus Christ has done for believers. If a person
understands that Christ Jesus came into this world and died for his sins, was buried, rose again for his
justification, and ascended into heaven, that person can put histrust in Christ and believein Him. Itis
forever. The Word of the Lord endures forever.
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FIRST PETER
Chapter 2

THE BELIEVER SHOULD AIM TO GROW
(1 Peter 2:1-3)

Did you know abeliever in Christ can grow by studying his Bible?

Wherefore laying aside all malice, and al guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes,
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious
(1 Peter 2:1-3).

Having pointed out that the believer in Christ is born again with a new and different nature (because he
is born of the incorruptible seed of the Word of God), Peter now exhorted believersto nurture in them-
selves the spiritual life by feeding on the Word of God. He gave, first of all, a negative comment about
what the believer must set aside, and then the positive side of what he isto receive. In asense, each
believer has two natures; he has relationship with two worlds. He was born in thisworld, physically
speaking, in ahuman way. And heis born again spiritually, as a child of God. Hisfirst natureisbased in
his flesh, and the second in his spirit, and his spiritual relationship with God.

We read here some of the attributes of the old nature. "Wherefore laying aside all malice" (feelings that
you have towards someone el se; perhaps some feeling of jealousy about something; afeeling that in some
way another person threatensyou), ". . . al guile” (in dealing with other people you are tempted not to be
honest; maybe you have a purpose of your own and you are trying to get by with something, a temptation
which is purely natural; it has to do with self and comes from the flesh), . . . al hypocrisies" (two-faced-
ness; we talk to one person, then to another, and have different attitudes; this belongs to human nature but
it does not belong to the Lord; you and | are to put off this old man), . . . and al evil speakings" (this
covers awide range; speaking evil of people; commenting on things about them which may hurt).

Peter urged believersto be "laying aside” al these things which are related to self in relationship to
others. This reminds us of Cain, how he thought about Abel with the jealousy, envy , and malice he felt.
All such natural evil traits can be laid aside in self-denial, or the more obvious Biblical word, in self-
crucifixion. Doing this, as newborn babes starting out, believers should desire the sincere milk of the
Word.

In the book of Hebrews a passage deals with this very matter.

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation
of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and
of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment (Heb. 6:1-2).

One might think that the "milk of the word" (the doctrine that would be given to children or beginners)
would be mild, like urging new believersabout being better and doing good. But hereis the truth that
should be set forth to beginners. They are to put their faith in God and not man. Baptisms would include
the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the baptism of repentance. Believers need to understand these truths. A
new believer needs to understand the "resurrection of the dead." He should not wait until the conclusion of
along lifeto learn this truth. When believersturn to the Lord Jesus Christ and put their trust in Him, one
of thefirst thingsthey learn is that they will be raised from the dead and that they will go to be with the
Lord.
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If one person should teach another the Gospel of Christ, he should talk about things like this:
repentance from dead works; faith toward God; baptism of the Holy Spirit; laying on of hands with the
sense of responsibility for work and for witness; the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. These
arethe "milk of the word." Becoming abeliever is not a matter of coming part way, starting out little by
little. Christ Jesus died on Calvary'scross not alittle at atime but altogether. He died for our sins, not for
just afew, but for all of them. Thisisthe truth, and these ultimates are to be brought in at the very
beginning of our life with Christ. Believers should "desire the sincere milk of the word" that they may
grow thereby.

"If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious” (1 Peter 2:3) meansthat if you have had any spiritual
experience you should seek the spiritual truths which have been stated above. If you have any confidence
in the kindness of the Lord at all, because the Gospel has been presented as meaning that God forgives
you, you ought to avoid seeking any personal, carnal benefits. Y ou should not enter into the things of the
Lord with any aim to profit; you should receive the things of the Lord with joy and with gladness, because
you have counted on trusting in Him and have tasted that the Lord is gracious. The believer in Christ then,
laying aside all malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, and al evil speaking (putting all that out of himself
altogether, as a newborn babe), should "desire the sincere milk of the word," that he may grow thereby if
so be that he has tasted that the Lord is gracious. As abeliever, you should give yourself over to Him and
put your trust in Him, and begin to desire the sincere milk of the Word, by studying the Bible. Thiswould
be honest. The believer should take it exactly asit reads and get to understand the Bible so that it may
grow in his heart, because that is what God will bless and that is what He will endorse.

THE FUNCTION OF BELIEVERS
(1 Peter 2:4-5)

Have you ever thought of believers being built together as a group for the service of the Lord?

To whom coming, as unto aliving stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye aso, as
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:4-5).

In aprevious study Peter spoke to these believers as obedient children. He called upon them to be holy,
even as God was holy; one hundred percent committed to Him. In our last study they were urged as little
children to desire the sincere milk of the word that they might feed upon God's Word as a baby feeds upon
milk, and grow thereby. Now, in First Peter 2:5 they are spoken of as "lively stones." That expression is
unusual; we need to keep in mind that it means "living." These living stones are built together with each
other in afellowship: agroup to serve the Lord.

We should note what is said about the Lord:

To whom coming, as unto aliving stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious (1 Peter 2:4).

In the Bible, and especially in the New Testament, whenever a stone is spoken of, the reader should
remember what is said of arock. You will recall that the classic use of arock in the New Testament isas a
foundation, "upon this rock | will build my church.” The apostle Paul later said, "For other foundation can
no man lay than that islaid, which is Jesus Christ." So when the word "stone" or "cornerstone” is used we
should think in terms of a building resting upon one important large rock or stone that will hold it firmly
and safely. Thisis the stone on which the believer rests himself. Because Christ Jesus is the very Lord of
lifeitself, and because al that He does is done in action and movement, the word "living" isused. Heisa
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stone in the sense that He is the foundation, something to rest upon; but Heisa"living stone." So we read
here, ". . . coming as unto aliving stone."

This brings to mind something that has been mentioned both in the Old and the New Testaments: the
building of the temple, the House of God, with a chief cornerstone. According to tradition, and the
Scripture seemsto imply it at the time of the building of the temple a search was made for an adequate
cornerstone, when al the time the stone was right there, available. It had been overlooked, and this seems
to be the analogy here. Christ Jesus, the foundation upon which they could build, had been disallowed of
men. Even today, many people ignore Him. He is not accepted in His claim as the Son of God. Many
times He is spoken of as Teacher more than as Savior. Heis often spoken of as a Prophet, not as the Son
of God. Many peoplewill offer Him a high title, but not the true one.

When Jesus of Nazareth asked the disciples, "Whom say yethat | am?' Peter replied, "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God." Men, generally speaking, do not give to Jesus, the Christ, His place as
the only begotten Son of God. "Chosen of God" iswhat, in the Old Testament, was called "Messiah," and
in the New Testament is called "Christ." "Anointed to the task™ and precious, means that the Lord Jesus
was highly esteemed and was above all others.

When we speak of believers as stones we are to think of them asif they were being used to build a
house. Each one would have his place, so when we speak about the believer as being a stone or abrick we
are saying each has his place in the wall. This would mean that we are given our places and we are to stay
there. We are to be found faithful in whatever is given us to do. Peter wrote of the believersasliving
stones, being built up as a spiritual house. This did not necessarily refer to a building with roof, windows,
and doors. This could be a"house" in the sense of the "house of Saul,” the "house of David," or the "house
of the children of God": namely, afamily, a holy priesthood. The word "holy" means one hundred percent
dedicated. Believers are agroup of servants who are so dedicated "to offer up spiritual sacrifices’
(sacrificesthat are of the spirit, not sacrifices of the flesh).

Sacrifices of the spirit are described elsewhere:

By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continualy, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanksto
his name (Heb.13:15).

Spiritual sacrifices are praise and thanksgiving acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. The praise and
thanksgiving of believers would be acceptable to God because they honor Jesus Christ. Thisiswhat the
believers are called together to give. Peter has been pointing out how believers are called together and
built together as a group for the purpose of serving God, offering up to Him praise and thanksgiving in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE CENTRALITY OF CHRIST
(1 Peter 2:6-8)

Do you realize that Jesus Christ in Himself makes all the difference for the believer?

Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, | lay in Zion a chief comer stone, elect, precious: and he
that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe heis precious: but unto them
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the comer, and a stone
of stumbling, and arock of offense, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also
they were appointed (1 Peter 2:6-8).

Here Peter sets forth how aman's eternal status depends on Jesus Christ. When Almighty God sent His
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Son into the world to seek and to save the lost, He was offering His beloved Son to man as a basis for man
to come to Him. Christ was the Cornerstone upon which any man could build himself before God. Jesus
of Nazareth, when He came and lived a perfect life in this world, fulfilled al righteousness and was
beyond reproach in every way. But the significance of Jesus did not depend upon what men thought of
Him, nor how well they spoke of Him. Rather, His significance depended upon the Scriptures, which said
what the term " Son of God" actually meant. In this passage we have a quotation from the Old Testament
about Jesus, about the Christ being the chief Cornerstone, which made all the differencefor believers.

"Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone.” Thisis
actually the Scriptures reporting something that was said through Old Testament prophets by the Son of
God. When He said He was lying in Zion, He means that it was as if He was lying on the ground, in a
stone pile. "In Zion" means that He was among God's people. He was exceptional, but He was found
among God's people, just like one of them.

"Elect, precious': "elect" means chosen to servein a special way. Christ Jesus was elect in the sense
that He was called or chosen to servein avery special way. The word "precious’ refersto the fact that He
was precious in God's sight, as the Scripture records. "Thisis my beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased."

A further statement follows: "and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.” This was to be
true about the Messiah. Anybody who would believe in Him and trust in Him would not be confounded.
When a person is confounded, the state that followsis "confusion.” This meansto say that he who would
believe on Christ Jesus would not be confused, embarrassed, or ashamed. In other words, this Cornerstone
—this Messiah — was worthy of all confidence.

"Unto you therefore which believe he is precious." Believers who put Him to the test, who actually
trust in Him now, have great reason to have affection for Him. He is able to stand up to every test in
which the believer isinvolved. "But unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders
disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner.” Thisrefersto persons who do not follow the
guidance of God's Word and put their trust in Christ, but who stand in the presence of God in their own
strength. Such may develop ideas that are not grounded in Christ, but will find that the Lord Himself
became the issue. In other words, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of
the corner. If the builders did not use this big stone, when the time comes for evaluating their building,
that stone would be pointed out and they would be asked why they did not useit. Thus Christ would
become for them "a stone of stumbling, and arock of offense, even to them which stumble at the word,
being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.”

Thetruth isthat if | do not turn to the Lord Jesus Christ for help, | have God to deal with in my own
strength. Why did | not put my trust in Him? No one comes to God but by Him: "I am the way, the truth
and the life; no man cometh to the Father but by me." Anybody coming out of this world into the future
world must meet Jesus Christ first. Those who talk asif the Lord Jesus were simply a man who set an
example, and treat Him like one of the prophets, will be very much surprised when they reach heaven and
find they have to face Him. The believer who comes to the Lord has great wisdom and puts his trust in
Him now. When Christ was made the Head of the Corner, He became a Stone of stumbling and a Rock of
offense to those who failed to come to Him. These are the people who stumble at the Word, who do not
follow through in the guidance of God. Peter seemsto imply that, in the day of judgment, people will
stand face to face with God. One of the questions they must face is what they did with Jesus, who was
called the Christ. Doubtless there are many phases of the truth that we may know only in part, but
relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ is essential.
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BELIEVERS HAVE A SPECIAL TASK
(1 Peter 2:9-10)

Do you feel that you know the one thing all believers must tell the world?

But ye are a chosen generation, aroyal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that he should show forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darknessinto his marvelouslight: which in time past were not a people,
but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy (1 Peter 2:9-10).

In these words Peter speaks to believersin order to strengthen them in thelir relationship with the Lord
and to stimulate them in their service. These verses focus attention on the believers. There are four things
said of them in as many successive phrases. they are called "a chosen generation,” "aroyal priesthood,"
"aholy nation," and "a peculiar people." Here are four different categories. generation, priesthood, nation,
and people. Now let uslook at these four qualifying words: a"chosen" generation, a"royal" priesthood, a
"holy" nation, a"peculiar" people. When He calls His people a chosen generation He does not mean they
were selected instead of others. That istrue, but it is not the point of emphasis here. All are called but
some do not come. Those who come are called for a purpose; to serve the Lord.

Let uslook at "aroyal priesthood.” The Bible speaks of several different categories of servants. It
speaks of prophets, priests, and kings. A prophet is one whose function isto tell people the Word of God;
he prophesies the Word of God. A priest is one whose function is to lead people in the worship of God; he
draws nigh unto God and makes intercession for the people. A king is one who orders, directs, and
coordinates the activities of people, and who brings order into their lives. L eadership among the people of
God develops along al three lines. Just now Peter is saying that each believer isapriest, the ideabeing
that believers are aroyal priesthood, each priest being in himself aking.

We are told in Revelation 1:6 the Lord Jesus Christ has made us to be "kings and priests’ unto God.
Some people trandate that to say "akingdom of priests.” If you say they are akingdom of priests you are
coming very close to aroyal priesthood. The word "royal" means that which belongs to the king, and
"priesthood" refersto the fact they served God. Thus believers are those who serve God as priests,
worshiping and bringing people to the service of God. They also live among other people as kings: they
arein control. So believers are spoken of as "aroyal priesthood."

The next phrase used is "aholy nation.” The word "nation” is a common word meaning all the people
in agroup, but the word "holy" is the significant word. "Holy" here, aswell as elsewherein the New
Testament, can be understood when we think of the English word "whole." By accommodation we have
dropped some of the letters and instead of writing "wholly" we now have simply "holy," in the sense of
being one hundred percent. "A holy nation" is a nation with one hundred percent of the citizens dedicated
to God, totally yielded. Peter said this about believersin Christ.

The last phrase is "a peculiar people." Thisis most important of all the words we have talked about
because the word "peculiar" does not mean funny, nor exceptional in appearance. It means "peculiar” in
the sensethat it is peculiar to God. | have, for instance, a hat that is my own. That hat is different from any
other hat; it isapeculiar hat, it is my hat. The same applies to my clothes, my shoes. My car is peculiar to
me; my house is peculiar to me; and my family is peculiar to me. When we speak of a peculiar people we
mean a people who belong to God. The function that will be performed by these people will be one
hundred percent.

All of these people, the whole group of believers, had one common experience: they had been called
out of darknessinto His marvelous light. What this means, among other things about the people of God,
who "in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God," isto say that they had not always
belonged to God, but now they do. What a glorious experience thisisin a Christian. If you who read these
words are not sure you belong to God through faith in Christ, let me say to you earnestly and faithfully:
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you could. "Which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” This expresses the truth.
These people had lived for awhile in the world outside the mercy of God. They had not sought His face,
but now they did. They found the mercy of God and they were now in the company of people God was
helping. All of these things were said about these believersin Christ. Thus Peter encouraged them to feel
that they really did belong to God in Christ Jesus, and could serve Him.

BELIEVERS ARE STRANGERS IN THIS WORLD
(1 Peter 2:11)

Do you realize that when any believer in Christ understands himself, he knows that he is only atourist
in thisworld?

Dearly beloved, | beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul
(1 Peter 2:11).

Being abeliever in Christ means that a man must see himself as being different from other people. Itis
natural to want to go along with the crowd. It is easy for usto want to do what othersdo. Much in life
happens to us without our consent or choosing, but much in the believer's experience depends upon his
conscious, intelligent choice.

Peter set forth four figures of speech intended to help believers understand themselves. In chapter 1,
verse 14 he wrote of believers as being "obedient children” and urged them, "Be ye holy in al manner of
conversation.” The next figure of speech Peter used was in chapter 2, verse 2, "As newborn babes.” This
refersto their personal growth. For these people Peter gave this word, "Desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby." In chapter 2, verse 5, believers are spoken of as"lively stones.” Thiswas
in relation to other believers: each believer will have a certain place that is given to him in the wall and
thiswill bewhat heis called to do. A believer must realize he is one of the group, and all believers
together are to honor God in obedience. In chapter 2, verse 11, the figure used is "strangers.” Peter urged
them, "As strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.” The apostle
wrote soberly and directly to these people.

He began by using an expression of his affection: "Dearly beloved.” He challenged them to self-denial.
"I beseech you." No one believer will ever bein a position to command any other believer to regulate the
conduct of athird believer. But believers can be concerned that fellow believers should act in the will of
God. The word "beseech” implies an earnest request, not acommand. "As strangers and pilgrims’ really
means as foreigners; like an American in Russia or a Canadian in Brazil. We must remember that Paul
said, "Our citizenship isin heaven." We do not belong here; we have other goals. We seek peace, rest, and
joy; we desire to be well-pleasing to God.

We are strangersin this world, not greatly impressed by what is going on here. We are not greatly
depressed if we do not possess much, because we are strangers, pilgrims; we are here only temporarily.
"Fleshly lusts" does not necessarily mean something vulgar or immoral. The word "lust” properly
understood means strong desire, and fleshly lusts would be the strong desires of a human being. These
desires will vary with different people. For instance, with some people this fleshly lust may be making
money; with others, gaining social recognition, or gaining fame or fortune. Some are interested in sports
to excess, othersin amusement or pleasure. Peter says abstain; leave it alone. These human interests war
against the soul. Jesus of Nazareth said, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself." A believer
will not be overly concerned about human matters.
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AN HONEST MANNER OF LIFE IS IMPORTANT
(1 Peter 2:12)

Do you understand that in a believer's testimony, actions speak louder than words?

Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may
by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation (1 Peter 2:12).

It ismost important for an honest man to act like one. The things of the Spirit are invisible so we
cannot look into aman's heart. We can only watch him, and that is why the believer in Christ must be an
open witness. "Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles' refers to the manner of life; but part
of the manner of lifeis speech, and speech is heard. Actions are seen but speech is heard. Even an action
when it is seen needs to be interpreted. That is why the most significant action probably is a person's
speech. What, then, shall we think about the daily speech of a believer in Christ who never refersto the
Lord?

At acertain stagein my spiritual experience as a believer, | was not satisfied with my faith nor happy
with my personal conduct. It did not seem that things were quite as they should be. | came into fellowship
with some people among whom was a woman who was a sincere believer. In the course of our
conversation she made this comment, "Don't you know that every time you name His name you will be
stronger?' That was many yearsago and | find it is true to this day. There are some who judge, when they
hear a person talking about the Lord, that that person is putting on an act, trying to appear pious. It isasad
fact that often among believerslittle is said about the Lord.

If unbelievers never hear one word from me about my faith, am | really honest? Of course, speechis
not all. Thereisthe matter of handling money; there is the matter of the Sabbath day; and thereisthe
matter of reading the Bible and praying. In his daily life asincere believer will worship God, and if he has
money, he will give. Reading the Bible is an honest testimony.

"Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as
evildoers." In any community some will criticize believers as being poor citizens, parents, or neighbors.
Oftentimes believersare not elected to represent the community because they are outspoken for the Lord.
That may be one reason they do not talk about their convictions. Even in the church some are overlooked
at times when selection is made of leaders. But "they may by your good works, which they shall behold,
glorify God in the day of visitation." When the time comes for judgment the truth about each believer can
be recognized. All of thisisaway of saying that in the showdown it is actual performance that counts.

THE TESTIMONY OF A BELIEVER IN CHRIST
(1 Peter 2:13-16)

Do you have any idea. how a believer in Christ can show his faith?

Submit yourselvesto every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto
governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do
well. For so isthewill of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: asfree,
and not using your liberty for acloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God (1 Peter 2:13-16).

One may ask how abeliever in Christ shows his or her faith. What does a believer "want" to show? If a
person is abeliever in Christ some thingswill be true in hislife. Deep down in his heart he believes that
God isreal; that He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth; and He is the Keeper of His creatures. The
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believer finds that he does not always have full control, and so he beginsto think that God is Sovereign.
He becomes aware of the fact that God is his Judge; and then, because he has come to know something of
God'slove and mercy, he knows that God is his Savior. The believer in Christ also knows that man is
finite and dependent. Man is sinful, lost. The believer no longer has confidence in himself or in any other
human being; he trusts in God rather than in man. The believer in Christ isachild of God, who will care
for and protect him. Also, as we have noted, he knows he is a stranger and a pilgrim. The believer is able
to livein his situation with considerable quietness and peace, because it really does not matter to him what
happens in the world around him. His relationship is with God.

For such a person it is written here, " Submit yourselvesto every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake."
This means that the believer should yield, whatever the law may be; not only to the good laws but to every
ordinance of man, for the Lord's sake. And for the sake of the Lord he will become known as a person
who isfaithful in his assignments and yielded to the situation asit is, "whether it be to the king, as
supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the
praise of them that do well." The believer in Christ may have to deal with governors, so he yieldsto them,
"that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.”

Whenever the Bible uses the word "foolish" we can remember that "the fool hath said in his heart there
iIsno God." So, with well doing the believer may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. "Asfree, and
not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God." A believer isfree: nobody
has control over him. Heis free as far as money is concerned; he does not have to have it. If he has money,
he does not have to spend it. If he spends it, he does not have to worry about being without, because
money is just something to handle. He realizes its importance but he will not let money dominate him.
The Scripture tells him, "Teach us to number our daysthat we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." The
believer in Christ isfree, but he does not use this liberty as a cloak of maliciousness. This freedom from
the law is not license; heis free from the law but not free from God. He is always under the law of God;
he uses his freedom as the servant of God.

Thus the believer in Christ shows his faith by living a humble, submissive lifein quietness and in
peace.

THE PUBLIC CONDUCT OF A BELIEVER
(1 Peter 2:17)

Do you think if aman sets himself to be a servant of God he will then pay attention to man?

Honour al men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king (1 Peter 2:17).

Thisisavery short, ssmple passage with four direct commands or imperatives. These words were
written to believersin Christ by way of helping them to servein their faith.

Itisacommon ideathat if aman lets his mind and heart be filled with the Holy Spirit he will become
so spiritual he will lose al interest in human affairs; but thisis not true. It is surprising how people who
have never tried to live by faith in Christ will feel competent to talk about living in Christ. This could He
true with the natural man, and it could be true with pagans. There are other religions that are natural
religions. human ideas about how to get right with God. In certain countriesit is popular to be areligious
ascetic, and thus to be the kind of person who does not do anything that is satisfying to the flesh. It can
follow that such persons become so absorbed with their religious practices they lose all interest in the
community .But that is not the Gospel. And that is not the way it worked with Jesus of Nazareth. When a
man turnsto Christ Jesus, receiving Christ Jesus as the Lord and Savior in his own soul, he will be given
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the mind of Christ. That seems reasonable, doesn't it? And if a person has the mind of Christ it will not be
aframe of hisown mind, nor will it be Christ's acting in a certain way. If a person has this mind of Christ
he will have operative in him none other than Christ Jesus Himself. If the mind of Christisin me, I will
find myself looking on other men as God's creatures who could be saved, and | will have an interest in
them. God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should have everlasting life. Some will perish
but it is not what God wants. God's attitude of grace toward all men moves the believer to act kindly
toward al men. And becausethisis so, the believer in Christ is very sensitivein his personal conduct
toward others.

Let uslook at these four short imperatives. First, "Honor all men" means do not despise anyone. The
believer in Christ does not condemn or rebuff anyone. There are people who are not good, but the Lord
Jesus Christ looks upon them with compassion. If | have the mind of Christ in me, | also can ook upon
them with compassion. There will be no gossip; | will not say anything about anybody to his hurt. There
will be no exploiting the poor or taking advantage of the weak. The foolish and the uneducated | will treat
with respect.

"Lovethe brotherhood." Thisrefersto fellow believers. The believer in Christ will give loving
attention to them because a special communion exists among believers. This brotherhood is not in the
flesh; it is not between human beings. Thisis not the poet's dream of the brotherhood of man; thisisa
specia affection that believers have toward other believers because Christ isin them, and they are truly
brothers.

The next statement is, "Fear God." Thisis not slavish fear or abject terror, but the wholesome
reverence of a believing man toward his heavenly Father. In the Bible this kind of fear toward God is
spoken of as keeping His commandments. An attitude of reverence toward God is what fearing God
means. "Honor the king" refersto the government, the leader. The believer in Christ will show respect and
consideration to those who are over him in authority, not because of the personal worth of that individual,
but because of his office.

What | have set before you refersto the public conduct of the servants of God. If aman livesasa
servant of God, he will have an attitude of grace toward all men. It will show up like this: he will treat all
men honorably; he will love other believers; he will reverence God; and he will respect those in authority.

A BELIEVER IN CHRIST IS HUMBLE
(1 Peter 2:18-20)

Do you redlize that atrue believer in Christ will be humbly patient even when heis being unfairly
treated?

Servants, be subject to your masterswith al fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. For thisis
thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory isit, if; whenye
be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if; when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this
is acceptable with God (1 Peter 2:18-20).

Remember, this admonition is not for the people of the world; thisis for believersin Christ and it
guides them into the will of God and into His blessing. This s astonishing guidance. That word "froward"
Is an old English word which means the hard-boiled or tough-minded ones. It is thanksworthy if a man,
for conscience toward God, endures grief, suffering wrongfully. This sets before a believer the ideathat it
Is thanksworthy before God if he accepts the suffering that comes to him as unto the Lord, even though he
iswrongfully treated.

www.thebibleforyou.org © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke



In verse 20 Peter argued we should not take credit if, when buffeted for our faults, we take it patiently,
"but if, when yedo well, and suffer for it, yetake it patiently, thisis acceptable with God." In the Book of
Actswe are told that Peter and John defied the civil authorities when they were told not to preach. They
informed the authorities when they would have to judge whether the apostles should obey God or men.
The apostles continued to preach. Many people have inferred from this that if abeliever in Christ thinks a
particular law is unjust it should be ignored. That is not what this Scripture passageis saying. Actually in
this case Peter emphasized subjection to the boss. The case in Acts was different: Peter and John were
commanded by public authorities not to do something the public law allowed them to do. The law was
being misrepresented. When he had to differ with them Peter humbly said he would have to differ,
because he knew the law.

There was no law against a man speaking for God among the Jewish people. When Peter and John did
speak for God, one might say they disregarded the wishes of the rulers. | do not think they disobeyed God.
When they were punished, Peter and John went out of the presence of the council rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. They bought their liberty to preach and paid for it, and
made no objection. That is a different story .In this passage we are talking about doing a piece of work or
being hired out to a boss who tells his servant what to do, and the servant does it. Perhaps the boss does
not treat you right, but you still remain humble. Peter leaves no doubt as to what God's word would be:
"Be subject to your own master with all fear." This means the believer should appropriately respect and
treat his boss with courtesy, not only the good boss, but also the froward boss, the man who is not good.
God lets believers have experiences very much like training experiences. The suffering that believers
endure enables them to act in such away that God would be pleased.

For what glory isit, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and
suffer for it, yetake it patiently, thisis acceptable with God (1 Peter 2:20).

How hard it is, humanly speaking, to see that, and yet how very important this principleis. We wonder
whether thisis the true dynamic of living in Christ. Isthisreally what believersin Christ should be
seeking? They should live in such away asto win the approval of their Father in heaven. Isthis what
believersreally ought to do? Apparently thisis possible only for such as believe there is a promise of
reward.

CHRIST LEFT AN EXAMPLE
(1 Peter 2:21-23)

Do you redlize that Christ Jesus left only one example to guide His followers ?

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow
his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when
he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously (1 Peter 2:21-23).

Here is the outstanding example that Christ Jesus |eft for His followers. What some people do not
realize is that Jesus of Nazareth provided for only one aspect of life, and that was not an example of how
to live. The example was how to die. Almost anyone, hearing about Jesus, is ready to think He went
around showing how things were to be done. But thisis not to be found in the New Testament. Thereis
only one thing He performed that His followers could do, and He did that as an example: He washed the
disciples feet. He did leave believers an example in what He did when He offered Himself to die.

To the cross of Calvary is the one short route in which believers can follow the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Some would make it appear that any human being can manage to please God if he will humbly be patient
when he is suffering; he would then be following the steps of Jesus. Thisis subtle, and not quite true. Any
time, anywhere, in any given situation a believer can follow His stepsin that he can die: dying unto self;
yielding himself to die. For example, awoman who is having difficulties in her home can reckon herself,
indeed, to be dead. When she counts herself dead, but alive in Christ Jesus, Christ will keep the house.
This can happen when the woman lets the Holy Spirit of God dwell in her.

"For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us." Suffering iswhat God hasin
mind for believers, and suffering at the hands of careless persons can apparently be in the plan of God.
"Christ also suffered for us,” leaving us an example. Those who made Jesus of Nazareth suffer were not
worthy people, and often those who mistreat believersin Christ are also unworthy. Christ was reviled, yet
Hereviled not again. If believersfollow Him, serving faithfully and humbly, it is entirely possible they
will suffer crucifixion the way He did. Remember, the only thing He showed believersto do was to take
the flesh to the cross. Thisisthe point in these verses we have been considering.

DELIVERANCE BY CHRIST
(1 Peter 2:24-25)

Do you realize Christ Jesus did something on Calvary's cross that affects every believer in hisdaily
life?

Who his own self bare our sinsin his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteous-
ness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd
and Bishop of your souls (1 Peter 2:24-25).

Those of us who know about the Gospel understand that people can be saved by the blood of Jesus
Christ, yet many times we stop short in our understanding. What does it mean when we say, "Who his
own self bare our sinsin his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins should live unto
righteousness'? When you received Jesus Christ, what did you do? Did you agreeto a proposition? In
this statement it could be assumed that Christ's death paid the fine and you are free.

To be saved means not only that believers are saved from condemnation to hell, which they are, but it
means that they are saved from the bondage of sin. We read in the second statement, "By whose stripes we
were healed.” Not that believers are "going" to be healed; they actually were healed. We all know what it
Isto be vaccinated against smallpox. What happens is that someone had smallpox and the blood of that
particular person is changed so it has the ability to destroy the smallpox germ. In vaccination, some of this
changed blood isinjected into a person's blood. His blood systemis then able to overcome smallpox.
When a person receives Jesus Christ something like this seems to be the case. Jesus of Nazareth gained
the victory over sin by dying in the flesh. That is what the phrase "by his stripes’ means. When a person
receives Him by faith, he receives Christ into his own consciousness. The victory that Christ achieved gets
into the system and that person receives the capacity to deal with sin. Believers do not die physically at
that time, but something of the Lord Jesus Christ, who did die physicaly, getsinto the spiritual blood
stream and sets the believersfree. That is how believers are saved from their sin. In that sense believers,
being dead to sin because they are dead in Jesus Christ, should live unto righteousness.

"For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.”
To be as sheep going astray means everyonewould go his own way. That is something the Lord Jesus did
not do. He could say, "1 do awaysthe things that please my Father." When a person receives Jesus Christ
into his heart there follows the disposition to always obey the Father. " Christ in you" inspires the believer
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into the will of God. With His Spirit within their hearts, believers seek the face of God. It is not so much
that abeliever turns away from evil, asit is that a believer turnsto God. This turns him away from evil.
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FIRST PETER
Chapter 3

HOW COULD THE WIFE WIN THE HUSBAND?
(1 Peter 3:1-2)

Do you know what awife can do to win her husband to the Lord when he does not want to hear one
word about religion?

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without
the word be won by the conversation of the wives; whilethey behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear
(1 Peter 3:1-2).

Notice that first word, "likewise"; hold to it. Now turn again to verses 18 to 25 in the second chapter.
Everything written to servantsis "likewise" to apply to wives, and for the same reason. We often miss the
idea, as far as the believer's experience is concerned, that suffering is necessary. We do not want to suffer,
and the promises of God are gracious and merciful. "Come unto me and | will give you rest." We want
that rest. In that call the suffering was already implied as the weariness and heavy laden part. "In the world
you shall have tribulation.” "Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward.” When one becomes a
believer in Christ, he might feel that he will escapetrouble. It istrue abeliever can escape trouble, after he
has been to Calvary. It is alwaysaclassic procedure: first, the cross; then, the crown. Then we shall have
peace. If abeliever yields himself unto death he will comeinto peace. The peace of God that passeth all
understanding will keep his mind and heart in Christ Jesus.

Thisisnot sinister or strange. We may try to ignore it. Many times we talk about everything being
sweet and lovely, as though there will be no trouble. When trouble comes we begin to think we are not
true believers, or that God is not keeping His word, or that someone did not lead us right. But thisis not
true. Are you going to walk with the Lord? Then remember how the Lord walked: for Him it meant going
to the cross. It isimportant for you to be patient as a believer in Christ, especialy when you are being
unjustly treated. "When he was reviled, he reviled not again."”

"Likewise, ye wives be in subjection to your own husbands." For awife to be in subjection does not
mean that she is inferior. The whole meaning of the word "wife," from Eve to the present time, is that she
Isto be a helper to her husband. This subjection is an administrative term. Being in subjection is not
because he is better than she; it is because heis leading and she is following. She accepts his |eadership.
This callsfor real humility; it is not abject fear but a wholesome respect, not so much because the manis
worth it, but because thisis the practical arrangement.

"If any obey not the word," if he is not responsive to the call of God, "they also may without the word
be won by the conversation of the wives." Apart from anything the woman might say, he might be won.
That does not say heis saved. "Won" does not mean saved; he could bewon to afavorable attitude so that
he would consider the Gospel and ook to the Lord. The Lord will save the man but the wife could win
him. He would be won by his wife's manner of life. This manner of life on the part of the wife does not
focus so much upon her husband. It is not the wife's attitude toward her husband, but the wife's attitude
toward her own ego. "While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear,” they notice your
humble self-denial; your humility; your reverence toward God; your respect toward man; and your regard
for the poor. These things speak for themselves to everybody — even to the husband.

www.thebibleforyou.org © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke



THE BELIEVING WOMAN'S APPEARANCE
(1 Peter 3:3-6)

Do you think there is necessarily anything wrong when awoman is conscious of her appearance and
wants to look nice in the eyes of others?

Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which isin the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who
trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands. even as Sarah obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, aslong as ye do well, and are not afraid with any anazement (1 Peter 3:3-6).

The matter of adornment or of appearanceis anatural thing for anybody, and especialy for awoman;,
and it is very healthy. We can often tell the condition of awoman's general frame of mind, and certainly
her morale, when we consider her interest in her appearance. For abelieving woman, interest in her
appearance need not be a matter of vanity; it can be consideration of others. It can also definitely be a
matter of self-respect because, in that way, a woman can treat herself in away that shows she respects
herself.

Itis natural for anyone with this much interest in appearance to feel comparison with others. And
comparison with others, even though it is natural, can be dangerous. That does not make it evil. Eating a
large meal can be dangerous; but that does not make it evil. It is quite normal for one to wish to appear
favorable in comparison with others. It is not always necessary to look better than others, but one would
not want to look worse. Adorning in itself is not evil, and Peter did not mean to say that it is. "Let it not be
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel.” Peter
emphasized that as far as appearance is concerned, it should not depend upon the beauty parlor, nor upon
jewelry and dress.

The appearance of awoman'sface and hair, or her ornaments and her dress, are much like money. A
number of people feel that money is an evil thing, believing that the Bible teaches money is evil. Thisis
an error. The Bible saysthe "love" of money is the "root" of all evil. Money can be dangerous. Just so the
love of adornments can be evil. Because of this, some people will not use jewelry of any kind, or
hairdressing at all. We have great respect for those who have convictions along this line. At the same time,
| must make this observation: if one bases his understanding upon this passage of Scripture, and one
believes that Peter wrote a believer should not plait the hair and put on any kind of gold, one should look
further. Look at what else he says about putting on apparel. A person does not have to wear an old, out-of-
styledress in order to be atrue believer. We are told here we should not" depend" upon these things.
When the believer in Christ comes into the presence of other people, she should ook as inconspicuous as
possible; she should wear something that is modest. It is best not to criticize others, nor to judge them,
when they wear whatever is modish.

Peter wrote further, "The ornament of ameek and quiet spirit, which isin the sight of God of great
price." "Meek": having no resentment. "A quiet spirit": no loud seeking attention; thisis a pearl of great
price. Peter went on, "For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God,
adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands." Women have always been interested in
their appearance, but holy women adorned themselves with this ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. Truly
there is something in the old proverb, "Handsome is as handsome does." Peter wrote that in all these
things awoman will conduct herself in such away that her husband will feel a sense of appreciation for
her. Even Sarah did this when she obeyed Abraham, "calling him lord; whose daughters ye are, aslong as
yedo well, and are not afraid with any amazement.”

That last phrase means that a woman need not give herself over to anxieties or to hysterical fears. She

www.thebibleforyou.org © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke



should put her trust in the Lord.

HOW A HUSBAND SHOULD TREAT HIS WIFE
(1 Peter 3:7)

Do you think it makes any differencein aman's spiritual experience as to how he treats his wife?

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered (1 Peter 3:7).

Our attention is here focused on husbands. Thereis only one verse, but it says much to believing men.
It would be helpful for anyone, but we have no expectation that it will affect people who are not yielded to
the Lord. Theword "likewise" indicates that just as servants were to endure suffering because it was in the
will of God, so wives are to endure suffering in being subject to their husbands. In the plan of God being a
good servant will include passing through experiences that require self-denial, even to self-crucifixion.

"Dwell with them according to knowledge." Dwelling with them may need interpretation, but it isreal.
The husband is to share with his wife. How many problems would be solved if husband and wife "lived"
together! Responsibility rests upon the man because he has the opportunity; if he did not want to take her,
she could not force herself on him.

"Giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel." It is true that the average man is physically
stronger than the average woman. She may be able to endure suffering more than he, but most men can lift
abigger load, taking the rough side of activity when it needs to be done.

God promised blessings, ". . . as being heirs together of the grace of life." Here Peter meant that if the
man acts like a gentleman, he will be acting like atrue believer in Christ.

"That your prayers be not hindered.” Paul wrote to husbands they should not be bitter against their
wives (Col. 3:19). He meant they should be forgiving. God will not bless a cruel person or a selfish
person. Peter here emphasized the same truth.

CONDUCT BETWEEN BELIEVERS
(1 Peter 3:8-9)

Do you realize how important it is for abeliever in Christ to be courteous?

Findly, beyeal of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: not
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that
ye should inherit ablessing (1 Peter 3:8-9).

| am sure Peter wrote these messages so that believing people would know how to get aong together.
He outlined the various ways the believer should act in order to receive blessing. In chapter 2 verse 11 he
told the believers as strangers and pilgrimsto "abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.” This
means much more than just afew evil desires. Peter raised the question with them, did they want to be
blessed? They should abstain from fleshly lusts. They should deny self by humbly submitting to the
demands of various situations. "Finally, be yeall of one mind." Thisis very demanding. In order for a
number of people to be of one mind they would have to be humble, self-controlled, and in agreement.

Itis not possible for believersto be of one mind unless they deny some aspects of their own ideas. If
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three or more are together, they will have to deny self more. Thisisthe genera principle. "Having
compassion one with another,” thisis what it takes to be of one mind. "Love as brethren," care for each
other asif they belonged to each other. "Be pitiful," some of the brethren are lacking in some of the better
traits. Believersare to be full of pity so far as such are concerned. "Be courteous,” which is far more than
good manners or being polite. Being polite is an outward way of doing things, a matter of policy, but
courtesy is doing something that will please the other person. The believer should start fellowship with a
cheerful smile. Not everyonefeels like smiling all the time. Some persons can smile for your sake in order
to make you fedl better. Thisisthe function of abeliever; and it isinvolved in receiving the blessing of
God. Thisiswhat it means to be of one mind. "Not rendering evil for evil." Therewill be evil. Some
things that happen are not good. There will be quarreling, criticism, and at times sarcasm. The believer
should not retaliate; he should be graciousto others so that he might be blessed. If the believer will treat
people graciously, God will treat him graciously. "Knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should
inherit ablessing.”

How would you like to have God treat you? Y ou should treat the other person just like that and God
will blessyou.

THE BELIEVER'S CONDUCT MATTERS TO GOD
(1 Peter 3:10-12)

Did you know that it makes a difference to God how a believer in Christ acts among other men?

For hethat will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile;
let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and
his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil (1 Peter 3:10-12).

After aperson becomes a believer and receives Jesus Christ as Savior, committing self to Him, God
sends His Holy Spirit into the believer's heart. The believer then has the grace of God operativein hislife
when he needs it. It is something like this: if a person wants to have a garden he will need land. After he
obtains the land, he needs to work to have a garden. In the same way, if aman wants to have ahome, he
will get married; and then, as Edgar Guest once wrote, "It takes a heap of living in a house to makeit a
home." Willingness to work isincluded in living the life of a believer. The blessing of God is wonderful,
worth every effort on our part.

If you want a garden you get the land and work it; you plant the seed and cultivate and irrigate it. Then
you will have agarden. So it iswith reference to the blessing of God, "For he that will love life, and see
good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile.” Isit not strange that
Peter should start with a man's tongue? We use the tongue not only to talk, but also to think. It is what we
think as well as what we say that isimportant. The believer should carefully edit his words; he should
control histhoughts. "Let him eschew evil, and do good." To eschew evil isto leave it alone. The believer
should not be unkind; that is wrong. He should not be thoughtless about other people; that iswrong. It
may cost something to do good in the presence of others who do not do good, but if the believer wants
blessing, he must do good. " Seek peace and ensue it." One may wonder how to seek peace. The procedure
Issimple; he must et go and give. Many of us do not want to do this because we are afraid that if we do
not hold what we have we may lose it. If we do not take care of ourselves something will happen to hurt
us. Believers should trust God! Walk righteously in His sight. Believers should work on these things.

"For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers.” Believers
should remember His eyes are upon them; "But the face of the Lord is against them that do evil." When a
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person believesin the Lord Jesus Christ, Christ will put into his heart the will to walk with God; and God
will walk with him.

CONDUCT BEFORE UNBELIEVERS
(1 Peter 3:13-15)

Do you redlize that a believer in Christ can suffer ill treatment from other people simply because they
do not understand him?

And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good? But and if ye suffer for righteousness
sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and be ready alwaysto give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meek-
ness and fear (1 Peter 3:13-15).

Here Peter began to direct the thinking of the believers along a new line. He wants to guide believersin
their public relation with other people. Peter takes up the matter of the treetment other people will give the
believer. A believer in Christ has no reason to fear that anyone will mistreat him. Thereisreally no reason
why they should. A believer in Christ does nobody harm. A believer in Christ works for the good of
everybody, yet strangely enough there will be opposition; often ill-will. There will be those who do not
like him because they do not like what he represents. There are unreasonable and wicked men. Paul says
in one place, "All men have not faith." Peter dealt with this: "If ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are
ye." Believers should not let anything frighten them; they are representing God. "But sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts." Thisis an unusual expression. In their thinking, they should give God His praise;
honor Him. Some will oppose believers and believers will have their inward feelings. Peter urged them to
remember God and put their trust in Him. He would take care of them.

When the three Hebrews in the Book of Daniel were threatened with being put into the fiery furnace it
did not seem to upset them. When the king asked if God could save them from the fiery furnace they
answered:

Our God whom we serveis able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand,
O king (Dan. 3:17).

The believer should remember he is standing in God's presence, and then, "Be ready alwaysto give an
answer to every man that asketh you areason of the hope that isin you with meekness and fear." This
would be the hope that God will take care of him. "With meekness and fear." The word "meekness"
implies primarily the idea of no resentment. Even though they have been mistreated, there will be no
resentment on their part. "Fear" is respect; they are to act courteously and respectfully. The believers
should treat their persecutors gracioudly, kindly, and tell them the truth. Such men do not deserve this, but
the truth isabit like this: even in the dark, a diamond will sparkle. If the believer has real faith, it must
shine, even in the dark.
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THE BELIEVER'S GOOD TESTIMONY
(1 Peter 3:16)

Would you understand that the most practical way abeliever in Christ can be guided is through his
conscience?

Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely
accuse your good conversation in Christ (1 Peter 3:16).

The Holy Spirit has been given to believers to guide them daily. They do not have to face life alone.
Even with this provision of the guidance of the Holy Spirit there can be doubts in matters of judgment. A
believer cannot always be sure he is doing the wise thing. Now the Holy Spirit can incline him to want to
do the will of God, but what is the will of God? The Holy Spirit can move the believer so that the believer
wants to honor the Lord Jesus Christ. But "what" will honor the Lord Jesus Christ? Sometimes the answer
will be found in prayer, but there is not alwaystime for this research in prayer.

God has given another means to guide the believer: his conscience. But the conscience that God has
given to himis not nearly as significant as the Holy Spirit. Y et the conscienceis very helpful, and Peter
makes use of it here. If we put good conscience and good "conversation” together (by the way, the word
"conversation™ means manner of life), we could say conscienceis derived to a certain extent from the life
of the group. In this sensethe form of conscienceis of social origin. People's consciencesvary. If aperson
grew up in acertain community among a certain class of people he would have a certain type of
conscience that would point in a certain direction. A person has a good conscience when he does what he
considersto be good. One person could live in one country and have a good conscience acting in acertain
way, but someone in another country would not have a good conscience unless he acted in a different way.

There are churches where all of the men sit on one side of the sanctuary; all of the women sit on the
other side. If aman comesin with his wife and she sits with the women while he sits with the men, he
could do this with a good conscience. In the church | attend, if a husband sat separated from his wife he
might not have a good conscience. This illustration indicates that conscience will guide one in matters of
choice. There would be no question about conscience when something like stealing were involved. Killing
people and lying are wrong in most societies.

The matter of conscienceisinvolved in the manner in which one conducts self: what is said under
certain circumstances, what is done under certain circumstances. A person has a good conscience when he
does not act against his good judgment; he would have abad conscience if he did go against it.
Conscience will make you aware of what you are doing, and will accuse or excuse you. Nobody has a
good conscience naturally, but a person "can" have one.

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge
your conscience from dead worksto serve the living God? (Heb. 9:14).

When a person becomes a believer in Christ his conscience becomes a better conscience, a purged
conscience, which guides him. He feelsled to do that which is right. "Having a good conscience; that,
whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good
conversation in Christ." He will have agood way of living in Christ Jesus when he keeps a good
conscience; doing what he believesisright.

"Speak evil of you" —thiswill happen. It isanatural reaction. When the apostle Paul came into the city
of Jerusalem and was arrested there, he was accused of stirring up an insurrection, causing arebellion.
Standing in court he said:
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Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me. But this| confess unto thee, that after the way which
they call heresy, so worship | the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the
prophets: and have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and unjust. And herein do | exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offense toward God,
and toward men (Acts 24:13-16).

When Mary was anointing the feet of Jesus of Nazareth, Judas criticized her. He spoke evil of her. On
another occasion even her sister, Martha, spoke unkindly of her. It is not unusual for peopleto criticize
believers, but Peter wrote that if the believer has a good conscience and they speak evil of him, they will
be ashamed when they see his manner of life. Having a good conscience includes an element of choice on
your part: an element of being committed to. This good conscience will guide the believer into such deeds
and good works, that these will speak for themselves. If abeliever will ssimply act the way he feels
inwardly led, he will not have to make a spiritual occasion of each instance. He can act as a matter of
course.

The believer shows reverence toward God; he will attend church; he will read the Bible and respect the
Sabbath day. Everybody who sees him will know him. He will respect those in authority; he will sharein
all good works. He will have regard for others and be a good neighbor. When the believer does these
things people cannot talk against him; and thisis what Peter is saying.

THE MEANING OF SUFFERING
(1 Peter 3:17-18)

Do you redlize that abeliever in Christ may suffer even when heis doing well?

For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. For Christ also hath
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring usto God, being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit (1 Peter 3:17-18).

No one wants to suffer. Perhaps of all the human experiences we have, there is one upon which we all
agree and that is we do not want to be hurting. Strain is hard; hurt is painful; bruises are hard to bear. One
cannot endure hunger; thirst isindescribable. It seems that the human being, constituted as he is, can hurt
in many different ways, and pain is common to man. Pleasure is desirable, and people will do much to feel
alittle gladness about anything. Some pain is accidental. Some pain is eventual; it happens because of
what is done. Some pain isincidental: we haveit in order to arrive at something; e.g. the pain of doing
homework in order to get the assignment done. One may have pain at times in going through the tedium of
preparing ameal in order that people may eat. Some pain is caused by others and thisis, in many ways,
the most unbearable kind. But there is no way to escape some suffering.

As we study these verses we see that Peter suggests we bring our suffering into our relationship with
God, and fit it into our spiritual experience. Apparently suffering is not universal. We do not suffer every
day or in everything. It is not constant. It is not automatic. Some have suffered much. Some have suffered
in heart, having had real trouble; some have suffered in body, having physical aches and pains. The
believer should remember that God has His hand upon him. Peter would urge him to put histrust in God.
The believer should sanctify the Lord God in his heart. He should walk closely with God.

A believer in Christ has some prerogative when it comes to this matter of suffering, some choice of
which way to go. Here again Peter would tell him to go the good way and do the good thing. The believer
could then expect a blessing of God. In this the believer would be following the example of Jesus Christ,
who went about doing good always. In His doing good and suffering, He actually suffered for other people
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