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1

| John 2:25-29

Christians often find it difficult to tell whether or not ateacher or preacher is areliable person to
follow. Do you ever have the feeling that you will never know who iswrong in the preaching of the Gos-
pel ? John writes his first epistle to Christians to help them in this very matter. John reminds them that
every sincere Christian has been given an inward guidance that will guide him as he moves forward. |
John 2:25t "And this is the promise that he has promised us even eternal life." Eternal life does not mean
an unending continuation of our life on and on forever. The human life is not to be everlasting. Thisterm
eternal liferefersto thelife of God. Thelife of God isanew lifethat isin usin addition to the old life
we had as human beings. For instance, when | was a baby, | had the life in me that was in my father and
mother. Thelife that all human beings have, and probably should be called in Scriptural terms, the life of
Adam, isasinful life. That mode of existence that | had in me because | was a human being is not in the
will of God. | am anaturally, humanly speaking, asinful person. But when | believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and receive Him as my Savior, God gives me anew life. It is not the old birth again the second
time. It isthe second birth. Itisanew birth. It isadifferent birth. It isanew life. Thisword is made dif-
ferent by thisterm — eternal life. "Thisis the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life." Thisis
what the Lord has promised to us that we would have in us the life of God.

He goes on to say, "These things have | written unto you concerning them that seduce you." Heis
referring to the antichrist he mentioned in verses 18 and 19. John saysthey are the kind of People that
confuse you, the kind of people that suggest that when you were walking north you should have been
walking east.

Look at verse 27, "But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you." When John
uses that word anointing immediately there comes to our mind such athing as receiving the Holy Spirit.
We should not be afraid of the Biblical term, "the baptism of the Holy Spirit." The Lord Jesus baptizes us
with the Holy Spirit, which is to say that when we 'become Christians and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
we receive from God the Holy Spirit, who, living in us, will show us the things of Christ and will make us
conscious of Him. One: of the most wonderful benefits and blessings that follow with the Holy Spirit in
our heartsis that we become conscious of thereal living Lord Jesus Christ. That isanointing. That is
something given to us just like oil poured on ones head. This anointing is given to us from God, and will
stay with us. Aslong as we live we will be conscious of the presence of the living Lord Jesus Christ.

"And ye need not that any man teach you." Why? Because anybody who talks will be compared to
Him. If we are conscious of the Lord Jesus Christ and anyone starts talking in our presence we compare
him to Christ. If he talksinline with Christ it will be agreeable to us. If he does not talk in line with Him
it will not be agreeableto us. Back in the gospel of John in chapters 14, 15 and 16 we have the promise
that the Holy Spirit would teach us all things. The Holy Spirit's function is to take the things of Christ and
show them unto us. What that amounts to is that as we are shown the things of Christ. We will be con-
scious of His presence. Nobody can take that away from us. That will be the thing that will enable usto
tell whether what we hear is right or whether it is not right.

So he goeson to say, " And now, little children, abide in him." That is, you turn yourselves over
willingly to this fellowship with the Lord, and walk in His presence. Learn how to take Him into account
in everything you do. "That, when he shall appear, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before
him at his coming." This may possibly refer to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in judgment. It may
also possibly refer to coming into His presence at any time. Perhapsin a given situation or crisis, you are
in trouble of some sort and are wondering what to do. He can come to you at that time. John is saying that
If you keep yourselves open to the Lord Jesus Christ so that His Holy Spirit can show you the things of
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Christ any time no matter what the situation is you'll be conscious of Christ. Then, John says, we may
have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. If we keep the conscious presence of the
Lord Jesus Christ in our hearts we will not have to be afraid of what decision we made. As far as knowing
right and wrong, whether to go this way or that way, the consciousness of the Lord Jesus Christ will be
adequate to take care of us.

John says one morething, "If yeknow that he is righteous, ye know that everyonethat doeth right-
eousnessis born of him." In other words, this is your measuring stick. Y ou know the way He lived. Every-
onethat lives the way He lived, does the way He did, saysthe things He said, will be the kind of person
who is coming from Christ and you can listen to him. Asfar as teachers are concerned, you won't need to
be afraid of that kind of thing.

Ask yourself for amoment what the Lord Jesus did insofar as He was righteous. The word right-
eous is an adjective that means that everything He does is right. What would right be? That means He will
do everything in line with the will of God. What would the will of God be? | am going to propose some
things that you can have in mind. Jesus Christ had reverence for His Father. He worshipped His Father.
He took time to pray, sometimes spending a whole night in prayer. He always obeyed His Father and
trusted His Father about everything. Y ou remember how He handled the Scriptures. He said, "Onejot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till al be fulfilled.” | don't have the least hesitation in my
spirit of judging anybody | hear, judging any book | read, judging anything | ever hear said. If it honors the
Scripture, if it takes the Scripture as the Word of God, then | know that person is talking just the way the
Lord Jesus Christ talked. If the person is making suggestions that the Bible does not mean what it says,
that it has mistakesinit, then | know | am listening to somebody who is not like the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thisiswhat John means. Thisisthe anointing that | have in me that will enable me to judge anybody |
hear.

Think of how the Lord Jesus dealt with men. He respected them. He respected Pilate in the court-
room. He was considerate of people. He was charitable to the poor. If aperson is kind to other people,
thoughtful of other people, kind to the poor, | know that heisjust like the Lord Jesus Christ. How would
it be with reference to the world? John had earlier said, "Love not the world." The Lord Jesus Christ did
not love the world. He lived in this world and He never gave Himself over toit. | can know that if the
person | am listening to is a person who puts things in their place, heis like the Lord Jesus Christ. We
could go on from there in every direction. When the person is talking or teaching, whatever he is doing,
iIf that person is acting and doing the way we know the Lord Jesus Christ would act and do we can have
reason to believe that it is the Holy Spirit of God that is working in that man.
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2

| John 3:1-2

Thisletter of | John was written by John to Christian People to help them understand better what
it really means to be a Christian. The idea was that they would be able to enter into it more fully. They
would have a greater fellowship with the Lord and with each other, because they understood better what
iIsinvolved in being a Christian. And this would give them greater joy. In the third chapter, the first two
verses, John points out that this matter of becoming a Christian is something that starts with being a
Christian. Many people think that being a Christian is a sort of a graduation experience. . . that you
prepare and train Y ourself and pass through a great many things in advance before you get to be a Chris-
tian. When you have been good enough. know enough, and you have reached a certain level of perform-
ance then you would be good enough to be a Christian. This may sound very laudable. Many think that
itisavery humble and proper way to approach, but it is not true. Christian living begins with receiving
an endowment from God. We receive an inheritance from God. We do not strive to qualify in order to
become Christians. He receives us. In the Gospel of John he writes, "As many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God." Then having been given the blessing of actually being the
children of God, we rejoice, and we wish to please Him who is our Benefactor.

These things are brought out in the first two verses of | John chapter 3, "Behold what manner of
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." We have already talked
about the fact that love isaverb of action. Itisaverb of doing something. It is doing something for the
welfare of another person. The common idea of love makes love an emotion, something you feel inside.
Thisis not the Bible use of the word love. When you speak here of, "the manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us," consider the way God has acted toward us. His love in action took this form. John
uses the word, "Father". He does not here say "God". He is not saying what manner of love God the
creator has bestowed upon all mankind. It is what manner of love the Father . . . and that means the Father
of Jesus Christ . . . the Father of the Lord Jesus, hath bestowed upon us who believe in the Lord Jesus,
"that we should be called the sons of God," even as the Lord Jesus was the only begotten Son of God.
Then he goes on in the remainder of the verse to say, "Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it
knew him not." That word therefore does not point backward to what went before in that verse, but it
points forward to what is following. "Therefore (for this reason) the world knoweth us not." The reason
is because it knew Him not.

Let uslook alittle bit more closely at this again. "Behold what manner of love," consider the way
in which God manifests His love for us. "The Father," the Father of Jesus Christ, the Father of al those
who put their trust in Him, "hath bestowed upon us,”" has given to us; we didn't earn it, thisis not wages.
Thisis something given to us, "That we should be called the sons of God." He means much more than a
name tag that's just hung on us. Thisword caned hasin it the ideathat He calls and we respond in obedi-
ence. It isnot alabel on us as the finished product. He does not call us "sons of God" in the sense that we
are perfect and complete. Thisis the designation of arelation- ship to which we are called in Christ Jesus.

Y ou will remember that this Bible phrase about being called has been used before. Paul speaks of
himself, "called an apostle." It does not mean someone put that name tag on him and called him an apostle
in that sense. Given acalf requires obedience. Paul was given a challenge, an urgent exhortation" acall to
be an apostle. When Paul writes of the believers, he says, "called saints.” It does not mean just the name
"saint" put on them, but called to be saints. Y ou can put in the little infinitive, "to be." Called to be saints,
"that we should be called to be the sons of God." We can properly insert this, and read, "Behold what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed Upon us that we should be called (to be) the sons of God."

"Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not," which isaway of saying that for
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the same reason the world did not appreciate Jesus Christ, it would not appreciate us. Hereisacrucial
point in our Christian experience that we do not think of ourselvesin the sight of God the way the world
thinks of us. We are to think of ourselves the way He speaks of us and the way He hasit in mind. If we
were to act the way the world considers us, we would not think we belong to God. But if we will act the
way He says about us, we will know that we belong to God.

Look at the 2nd verse, "Beloved, now are we the sons," The word, Beloved brings to our minds
that we are the fortunate ones. We are the ones who have received the blessing of God. Now are we the
sons of God. The word now is always God'sword. It is alwaysthe word of the Holy Spirit. "Now are we
the sons of God." Notice the emphasis on the verb, "are." It is not a question of some- thing that is already
true. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be." That isto say, it is not yet obvious what we shall be. "But
we know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him for we shall see him as heis." It is not yet obvi-
ous to everybody what is going to happen to us, but we can be sure we will be seeing Him in the reality of
His being. Paul describesthisin n Corinthians 3:18, "But we all, with open face beholding asin aglass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory." Herein John, "We shall be
like him; for we shall see him as heis." Aswe think about the Lord Jesus Christ and focus our attention
Upon Him, by the blessing of God and the Holy Spirit, He will actually transform usinto the likeness of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

But thisis all ahead of us. This matter of becoming a Christian is something that starts with being
a Christian. Because we are Christians, then we go on living it out. | am reminded of the time when |
joined the Canadian army in the first World War, when | went into the recruiting officeto signup asa
volunteer they filled out all the blanks and | signed my name. When | signed. my name | became a soldier.
| began to draw pay from that moment on. A year afterwards | knew awhole lot more about soldiering,
but | wasn't any more asoldier. | was a complete soldier when | signed my name on the paper. Or we can
think in terms of people getting married. As soon as the preacher saysin the service "l pronounce you
husband and wife," they are legally, officially, husband and wife. But everybody knows that from that
moment on they will grow in these things. They will learn what it means to be a husband, what it means
to be awife. These things will unfold before them, but they started being one.

In other words, becoming a Christian is not a position we earn. It is a position that is given to us
and that we enter into. After we are in this position and belong to Him, we look up into His face, asit
were, and see that we came into this position because He called us. We were received of God because
Christ Jesus died for us. The way of entering into the presence of God wasto be forgiven for Christ's sake.
Aswe come into the presence of God, we can see Him on Calvary's Cross dying for us. That is what
brings usto Him. That will bless us and incline us toward Him. The Lord God Himself will speak of us,
will think of us, will call usto be one of His children. Now, it does not yet appear what we shall be like.
We couldn't tell by looking at you what you're going to be like, "but we know that when he shall appear
we shall be like him for we shall see him as heis." This seeing Him as He is may refer to that ultimate
time when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven, and everything on earth will be wound up, so to
speak, because of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in power and great glory. But even now while we
areinthisworld it is true that other people do not receive the Christian in us. They do not see particularly
that we are Christians. Y et the truth is that if we will worship the Lord Jesus, think about the Lord Jesus
Christ, and focus our attention upon the Lord Jesus Christ, we will grow in grace and knowledge and get
to be more like Him all the time.
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3

| John 3:3-6

In 1 John 3:1-2, John makes a strong point of the fact that a Christian's relationship to God is
something given to him. He does not earn it. It is given to him all a once and he belongsto God. Then
John takes up this question: if a person knows that he already is accepted of God, isthislikely to cause
him to take advantage of God? Would it not be better to hold out and to threaten him and say, "Y ou might
not makeit." Do you think you would be a better man if you were kept in the dark so0 to speak, and did not
know for sure? Do you think you would try harder that way? This might affect you as a human being but it
Is not the way in which God works with you in spiritual things. When | say it will affect you as a human
being, you could not make it anyway, but you'll try all the harder the more scared you are. Y ou will try the
harder but you will not be able to make it anyway because you will not haveit in you to do it. Y ou will be
doing everything just to satisfy yourself.

In 1 John, chapter 3, John points out that no one need ever worry about the effect that it hasin the
soul if he knows that heis established in his relationship with God, where God is his Father and where he
is God's child. Would t aman be inclined to be careless, and feel he need not strive any more? The answer
to that is that we need to remember what belonging to Him means. When we enter into this relationship
with God by faith in Jesus Christ we not realize that something happens to us? that we are changed? Actu-
ally we say in accordance with the Scripture that we are born again. Because we have been received and
have been born again, there is no longer any urgency to strive to qualify. We already belong. We have
been accepted. "As many as receive him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God." What this
actually meansis saying something like this: suppose | had been in aboat which issinking and | am
thrown out into the ocean. | cannot swim much but | am sure | would swim aslong as | could. | would be
trying to hold myself up above water long enough for People to rescue me. When | am rescued they put
me in the lifeboat right close to where the ship sank. What happens? John is saying here that you don't go
on swimming. You'rein the life boat now. Thereis asense in which you are safe. All right, if you are safe,
does that mean that you'll be careless? Does that mean that you will be unappreciative? Let'sput it like
this. As| was naturally in my sins, it would be my disposition to be aslazy as| could get away with. |
would bejust as careless as | would know how to be, but when | become a believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ. God does something to me, something happensto me. We call it the "new birth." We call it,
"receiving the Holy Spirit." We call it "receiving Christ Jesus." Christ Himself comesinto my heart. My
whole inner disposition is changed to where r want to obey God. | want to please Him. By way of empha-
sis John is going to discuss this some.

Let uslook now at what we havein | John 3:3. John writes this, "And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even asheis pure." What hope? The hope of seeing Jesus Christ and the
hope of being transformed into His presence. It doth not yet appear what we shall be like but "We know
that when He shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him asheis." And every man that has
this hope in him, that expects to meet the Lord! Jesus Christ face to face, expects to see Him asHeis.
Every such person purifieth himself as He is pure. Thetruth, | think, will become more obvious as we read
onin verse 4: "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the
law." Thisisjust agenera comment to say that if a person is sinning he is going against the nature of God
because the word law here means the law of God which is the nature of God, the way God has of doing
things. If a person is committing sin, heis not obeying God. He is not following after God; he is going
contrary to it.

Verse 5: "And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins' —that is Jesus of Nazareth —
cameto deliver us from sin. When we receive Him as our Savior the plan is to loose us from our sins and
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get us away from our sins. He was manifested to take away our sins and in Him is no sin. Jesus of Naza-
reth was God in Himself. The nature of God was in Hiswill. So there was no sin in Him. Although He
was incarnate in the flesh He was without sin. He would not be doing anything contrary to His own
nature. If we have received Him and Heisin us He is not going to move us into the way of sin. So, in
verse 6, John says, "Whosoever abideth in him." Because we abide in Him we have Christ in us.

Jesus speaks of this relationship in the 15th chapter of John's gospel where He says, "I am the vine,
ye are the branches. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that bear-
eth fruit he purgeth it, that it may bring forth morefruit . . . Abidein me, | in you." He goes on to say that
If aman abide in Him as a branch, he will bring forth fruit. Thisis the whole relationship that is being
discussed. "Whosoever abideth in him" — the person who abidesin the Lord Jesus Christ, which isto say
he commits himself totally over to Christ to live with Him, to have fellowship with Him, to be conscious
of Him — such aperson is not practicing sin. "Sinneth not" meansit will not be his customary way to do
the wrong things. "Whosoever sinneth [whosoever does the wrong things naturally and normally and
usually] hath not seen him, neither known him." This may sound flat and rather obvious. That is the way
John wanted it to sound. John wanted to make it obvious—that if we have received Jesus Christ into our
hearts, we will be led in the way of obedience. And if we see aman who is not in the way of obedience,
who is practicing sin and doing selfish things, we are looking at somebody who has no relationship with
the Lord Jesus Christ. "Whosoever sinneth has not seen him, neither known him."

John would want to make it as ssimple and clear asthis. Suppose that the Lord Jesus is walking
north. If I am walking with Him which way am | going? | am walking north. If | am walking north what
about walking south? If am walking north | am certainly not walking south and thisis what John is saying.
Whosoever isin the Lord and the Lord in him sinneth not. That is, he is not practicing sin. He may fall
into it but it is not his wish and desire, because having received Jesus Christ into his heart and having
Christ in him the hope of glory, Christ's purpose isto do the will of His Father. Christ's general attitude
toward sin wasto repudiate sin. If the Lord Jesusisin me, | will be moved inwardly to repudiate sin. | do
not have to make up my mind about it. It will just happen in me. I'll be against it because the Lord Jesusis
against it. Using theillustration again,. the Lord Jesus is walking north, and | say, | am walking with the
Lord Jesus and | am going east. John would say, "No you'renot." If the Lord Jesus is walking north and
you say you are walking with Him but you are actually going east, then you are not walking with the Lord.
No matter what you say, you are not walking with the Lord. Or, another illustration might be of a person
who comes to me and says he walked across the yard to see me and he stepped into the water. If he
stepped into the water his feet are wet. His shoes are wet. If | look at him and his shoes are dry, then |
know he did not tell the truth.

If you are walking north you are not going south. If you are walking with the Lord Jesus Christ,
you will be with Him. In this way John is seeking to emphasize the fact that we do not need to be con-
fused. We do not need to be greatly worried about things. We will find, if we actually belong to the Lord,
we will beinwardly led to obey Him. Thiswill follow because we belong — not because we want to be-
long — not in order to qualify — but because we already belong.

Hope in the Lord Jesus Christ purifies from sin because hope in the Lord Jesus Christ purifies
"every man that hath this hope in him." The expectation of seeing Jesus Christ is based on the fact that |
belong to Him now. What does belonging to Him mean? It means He has my hand in His and where He
goes| go. What He does | do. That is the meaning of "abiding in Him." If | am abiding in Him and going
with Him the way He goes, when He goes north, | go north. When He goes south, | go south. When He
goes east, | go east. When He goesin obedience to God | am in obedience to God. That iswhat John is
bringing out here.
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4

| John 3:7-12

In the first Epistle of John, the writer is talking about the real meaning of true Christian experi-
ence. Heis doing this because he Wants the Christians to rejoice in their faith. He Wants the Christians
to have fellowship with each other and with the Lord and to be filled with joy. It seems that the more we
understand about our relationship with the Lord, the more effective it will be and therefore the more joy
we will have. He has been discussing the matter of becoming a Christian —that we become a Christian by
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as Our Savior. From the very first of Our relationship with Him, we are
one of His, We belong to Him. Thisis not true for everybody on the face of the earth. It is true for "who-
soever believeth." Now with referenceto spiritual things, and things that have to do with Christian expe-
rience, it isvery easy to be deceived. It isvery easy to get wrong ideas, because everything that pertainsto
God is out of sight. Everything that pertains to the soul is out of sight. No man hath seen God at any time
and nobody has seen the soul. Everything that has to do with spiritual experience is something referring to
that which is not seen. Because of that, we can become uncertain, especially when people come along with
strange and different ideas and make them sound plausible and good. We humbly feel we certainly are not
right ourselves, So We turn all directions and wonder who might possibly be right.

It israther startling and refreshing to hear John put it very plainly in | John 3:7, "Little children, let
no man deceive you. [Don't let anybody kid you. Don't let anybody mislead you.] He that doeth righteous-
ness is righteous, even as heis righteous.” That sounds rather simple, doesn't it? If anybody is waking
north it will be because he is headed north. "He that doeth righteousiis righteous, even as heis righteous.”
Y et right here is something very subtle, it is very profound. What John is saying to usis righteous living —
the kind of living that islike the Lord Jesus Christ — that would be acceptable to God — comes out of a
righteous heart. Y ou don't do the right thing in order to become a Christian. Y ou become a Christianin
order that you might do the right thing. Let no man deceive you by any means. He that doeth righteous —
the person who is practicing righteousness — is righteous. That isto say, he is not righteous because heis
practicing righteousness. Turn that sentence around. He is practicing righteousness because heisright in
the sight of God. Righteousnessis by faith, as Abraham found out. It is by believing and trusting in God
that God receives and accepts us. Then we can start doing the right thing by the guidance and help of God.
What thisis actually saying isthat if you wanted to be a Christian, the place to start is by being born again.
Y ou can be born again just the way a baby is born. There is no effort on his part. The same can be true
with you. Y ou receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior and to "as many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”

Perhaps it could best be explained if | raised a question like this; When is aman athief? For along
timein my life | would have told you a man is athief when he seals. Before he stealsis he athief? |
would have said, "Oh, no, he's not athief until he steals.” What is he before he steals? If you tell me heis
an honest man | will come right back at you and tell you if he had been an honest man he would not have
stolen. You see, if aman were honest before he stole, then he would never steal. Then why does he steal ?
Because heis athief. He had not had a chance to steal. When the first chance came to steal he took it,
because he had that nature and that disposition. "He that doeth righteousnessis righteous, even if heis
righteous.”

The Lord Jesus Christ is the one perfectly righteous person. He is the righteous servant mentioned
in the Old Testament, the one who was altogether right in the sight of God. Jesus of Nazareth really did
the Father'swill in every way. When | become a Christian | receive Jesus Christ as my Savior and | re-
ceive Him asmy Lord. Now when | believe in Him He shares His righteousness with me and | become
righteous in the sight of God. That righteousnessin me will show up in my conduct. | won't do the right
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thingsin order to become a Christian. I'll do the right things because | am a Christian. In other words, it
takes a child of God to walk in the ways of God. A natural man will not want to do it. An unconverted
man will not do it.

Now notice how we read on with thisin verse 8: "He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil." When you see a person who is sinning you know it is not the Lord! Jesus Christ
leading him because Christ never sins. He "was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin." He
lived aperfect life. If | see a person practicing the wrong things, who do you suppose is leading him? The
same onethat led Eve and led Adam — Satan. He is the author of sin from the very first. He is the one who
"sinneth from the beginning" and he is the one who is leading him.

Now you might say with referenceto doing right . . . there is doing right toward God and doing
right toward man and doing right about the world. When | am doing right toward God, | worship Him and
obey Him. When | am doing right toward my fellow man | consider him and | appreciate him. If heis
above me | honor him and if he is below me | act with charity toward him. When | am doing right about
the world | deny the world. | won't have anything to do with the world. | will not let it gain dominion over
me. Consequently, when you see a person practicing the right things, you are looking at a child of God,
onein whom Jesus Christ is. Because that's the way of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now he that committeth sin — the person that is practicing the wrong doing —is of the devil. He
gets hisinspiration of the devil. Heis being led of Satan, for the devil sinneth from the beginning. He
sinned in the garden of Eden and he has sinned all the time along. "For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil." Now the works of the devil are the operations
of the devil. They are the operations that there would be in me. The devil would approach me and would
work with me by appealing to my flesh and by appealing to my imagination and by appealing to my van-
ity. He would be working in me according to my human desires. When the Lord Jesus Christ came He
took on Him the form of flesh and He took that flesh to the cross. When He took it there and crucified it
so that it would be dead, He had that killed which would be where Satan would work. He destroyed the
works of Satan because the flesh in which Satan would operate is reckoned dead.

"Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin." The person who receives God as Father and is
the child of God, like Jesus Christ does not practice sin, "for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin,
because heis born of God." The Bibletells us that God cannot lie. If God cannot sin then that whichis
born in me, cannot sin. That is to say, it does not willingly, willfully turn away from God. John is arguing
that if you see me sinning you will know it is not because Christ isin methat | am sinning. Satan is
operative in my flesh and my deliverancefrom sin occursif | reckon the flesh dead. Then Satan cannot
operate in me any longer. In that way Christ Jesus destroys the works of the devil.

"In this the children of God are manifested and the children of the devil." The children of God (the
persons that are led by the Holy Spirit) and the children of the devil (the persons that are led thru the flesh)
are obvious.

After John has spoken about doing righteousness, he uses a specific incident from the Old Testa-
ment which illustrates the importance of love toward one's brother. "In this the children of God are man-
ifest, and the children of the devil: Whosoever doeth not righteousnessis not of God, neither he that
loveth not his brother. For thisis the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one
another. Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him?
Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.”
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5

| John 3:13-19

In the first Epistle of John the writer is talking about the actual nature of the Christian life and
experience. The Christian life concerns the soul and the spirit. It is some- thing that concerns God. God
isinvisible; the Spirit isinvisible and the soul isinvisible. It may be difficult to keep in mind what John
Is saying since the Christian lifeis out of sight and yet is very, very real. Being a Christian can be awon-
derful thing if we don't get to doubting. But some days things happen to make us wonder whether or not
we are born again. Sometimes we doubt because we hear people say different things than what we have
ever heard. In our confusion we begin to doubt. In our doubt we actually become weak and when we
become weak we don't have the blessing. If we don't have the blessing we don't have the joy and thereis
no thanksgiving. Then we do not have the life that we could have in Jesus Christ.

John is primarily concerned that we understand the truth of Christian living which is made possi-
blein Jesus Christ. He uses specific illustrations to demonstrate the Christian life. In the third chapter he
has been emphasizing the fact that the believing person does the right thing because the Lord Jesus does
the right thing. The believing person, having the Spirit in him, is moved to do the right thing. He has made
the point in this third chapter that Christians are "Now the sons of God." Believing people are already
received as the sons of God. It is not something we earn but something given to us. If | amin the Lord
Jesus Christ | will want to do the will of God. If the Lord Jesus Christ ismy Lord and His Spirit isin me,
I will want to do the things pleasing to my Father. John says, in the 14th verse, that that will be seen when
we love the brethren. "We know we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.” We
can tell that we have actually become new creaturesin Christ Jesus and that God is actually living in us
when we love the brethren. The Lord Jesus came to love the brethren. If we arein Him, and Heisin us,
we will love the brethren. "He that loveth not His brother abideth in death.” Thisisjust the other side.
Loving a person and loving a brother does not mean we approve him. It does not mean we like him. It
means we are interested in his welfare and would do anything for him. The person who has no interest in
the welfare of other people abideth in death. He is actually living the way he used to be as an unbeliever,
in sin. "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.”

Those are two very strong words and it is hard to fit them in our ordinary use of language. Earlier
John uses a number of wordsto refer to the life that isin God. He says God is light. Darknessis being
without God. Then he says God is life and those who have Him have life. The opposite of lifeis death.
When thereis no love, there is hate. That is what he means by hate. When John uses the word hate, he
does not mean malice. He does not mean that you have anger. He does not mean you are going to go out
to do something aggressively against someone. He means you do not love him. It is dark in your soul as
far as the other man is concerned and he saysthat is murder. Why? Because the other manisin need. The
other man may be drowning and if | walk away | am leaving him to drown. We would all say that is
against the law. | am actually condemning him to death when | leave him out there to drown. So John says
if 1 am not interested in the welfare of other people | am condemning them to death. That makes me a
murderer. "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer and you know no murderer hath eternal life
abiding in him." You cannot claim that person has the life of God in him because God sent His own Son
on behalf of other people.

Then verse 16 reads, "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down hislife for us."
Y ou say that God loves us. How? Because He thinks we're nice? That's not true. He thinks we're sweet?
That's not true. In what way does He love us? He laid down Hislife for us. If that iswhat loveis from
God, John says, we ought also to lay down our lives for the brethren if we belong to Him.

Then inverse 17 heis very practical. "Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have
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need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?' How
could you say the love of God isin a person who will let another man starve while he has food? How
could you call that the love of God? If you and | have that Spirit of God within us we will take of our own
and we will give to the person who has need.

Now in verse 18 he says' "My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed
and in truth." Thiswill truly be the love of God. " And hereby we know we are of the truth, and shall
assure our hearts before him." If our loveis activated into action and we actually can see ourselves giving
and doing for other people, we have the evidence that we really do belong to Him.

Loving the brethren means actually helping others, doing things for them. All of thisis based on
the fact that thisis what God would do. God made all men. All men belong to Him. If God is my Father,
then they are my Father's people and | have an interest in them. Thisis true of me not because | am anice
person, not because | am a good person, but because | am in Christ Jesus and Christ Jesusisin me. If |
receive Jesus Christ as my Savior, His Holy Spirit will move meto act in certain ways. | will keep His
Word. I will listen to Him. | will be obedient to Him. Now John saysthat if | am obedient to God He will
give me concern for my fellow man. | will help him. If Christ isin me | will share with my fellowman. If
he does not know where to go, | will show him. If heisin sorrow and distress, | will comfort him. | will
put myself out on behalf of the other person . . . not because | am good, but because the Lord Jesus Christ
Isin me moving me to do these things. When that happens | have the evidence that God is actually work-
inginmeand | in Him.
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6

Loveln Deed And Truth

The first epistle of John was written by him to believersin order to share with them an under-
standing of the gospel. This would enable them to have fellowship with God and with each other. In this
fellowship they would have joy. He wanted them to be able to rejoice in Christ Jesus. It would give them
strength for their daily life. It would fill their hearts with gladness and rejoicing. It would give them
thoughts of gratitude and thanksgiving to God and enable them to testify to others of the grace of God that
Isin Jesus Christ. To this end John was writing. God has thisin mind for us today as well as for those
early Christians. Asyou and | understand what God iswilling to do in Christ Jesus and how He will do it,
we are able to receive that to ourselves and be blessed init.

God has in mind that we should be blessed. In aworld that hasin it so much misery, discourage-
ment, frustration, so much actual harm and hurt, there should come peace of heart and mind. There should
come quietness. There should be strength. There should be inward confidence in God. There should be an
outward peace with men of such a nature that would be a glory to God and a benefit to man- kind. Thisis
the purpose of the gospel. It isfor this that Christ came.

Christ Jesus did not come into the world to pile up afortune. He did not come to make a great
name for Him- self. He did not come to change anything so far as the world is concerned. He made no
changein the natural processes such asthey are, and He did not exploit them to His own advantage in any
way, shape or form. The one thing that the Lord Jesus came into the world to do was to reconcile men to
God. He looked out upon mankind, saw that they were scattered as sheep without a shepherd, was moved
with compassion upon them and gave His life that they might be saved. And He has put into the heart of
Hisfollowers, the desire to share this blessing of salvation with other people.

The wonderful truth of the whole Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ isthat salvation is offered full
and freein Christ Jesus. It isfull becauseit is acomplete salvation. It is free because He provided it.
"Though he wasrich, yet for our sakes he became poor, that we through his poverty might berich.” This
salvation of God is to be received by faith on our part. In order to know what we are receiving, we have to
know what He offered and that's what isin the Bible. When issues arise in our lives, and decisions have to
be made, we can believe in the reality of God. We can believein the redlity of the Lord Jesus Christ. We
can believe in the will of God and want to seek to do Hiswill. He will influence us to want to do His will.
By constantly believing in Him day after day, we can receive from God the help for daily living. Thisis
the wonderful truth of salvation and it leads normally to action in responseto it. After all that God has
done for us we are minded to do for Him. We want to be well pleasing in the sight of the Father and we
act in the way that we think the Lord Jesus wants us to act. The action makes our faith real and it makes it
obvious. We get to where we know we belong because of the things that we do. And other people will see
it and will appreciateit and it will be good for other people.

Thisisthe general line of truth which John is seeking to set out in thisfirst epistle. In 1 John 2:18
he writes, "Little children, it is the last time." Whenever you see that expression "the last time," you can
think of harvest time. Thisisthe last period of time in the growing of the crop. Y ou started out with the
sowing of the seed, you cultivated, protected, pruned it, and you dealt with it in various ways. But when
you come to the last stage, you reap the harvest. When John sayshereit isthe last time, it is harvest time.
Some people would possibly understand it even better by saying, "It'sthe showdown." At this point now
you make up your mind. Either you come one way or you come another.

Then he goes on to say that there have been antichrists gone out from them to other peoplein the
world. John seems to be dealing with the fact that you are saved when you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
receive Him and yield yourself to Him as your Lord. Then God works in you to produce right conduct
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because Hiswill isin you and He worksin you by His grace. The wholeideais that you need to be born
again. The actual experienceisthat you deny the flesh and you die unto self but you are raised from the
dead by the spirit of God in Christ Jesus. All this becomes an actual reality to the believers so that they
live in newness of life and resurrection power. They live with the Lord Jesus Christ. They are delivered
from sin because their flesh is considered crucified. Like the apostle Paul we can say, "I am crucified with
Christ, nevertheless| live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me."

However, in John's time there were other people preaching differently. Apparently they were
preaching that you get into fellowship with God and have blessing from God by being good, by doing
certain things that are the right things to do. They did not talk about being born again. They did not talk
about receiving everything in Christ Jesus as the Head and they the members of His body. They talked
aong the line that Jesus Christ is the teacher and you are to do what He said. He is the example and you
areto imitate Him. In general, you aready belong to God. The only thing you are now to do isto do the
best you can but there was no mention of the new birth, regeneration. the indwelling Christ, or the Holy
Spirit because they were going to do these things.

With these differencesin mind, John istelling his people that they don't really need to be confused
because they have been given a certain anointing from on high, a certain unction from the Holy One. This
anointing, or "unction” asit is called here, seems to refer to the coming of the Holy Spirit. Verse 20, "Ye
have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things." And the 27th verse, "The anointing which ye
have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teacheth you: but as that same anoint-
ing teacheth you of al things, and istruth, and isno lie, even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him."
The Holy Spirit of God has been given to believers. So the situation is like this: we have received Jesus
Christ as our Savior. We have put our trust in Him. We have committed ourselves to obey Him. When we
receive Him as Savior, His Spirit comes into our hearts and the Spirit makes us conscious of the will of
the Lord Jesus Christ. He activates the will of the Lord Jesus Christ in us. We are reminded that Christ
Jesus died for our sins. We are forgiven and are taken into the fellowship of God as His children. Itis
believing in Jesus Christ as the Son of God that enables usto be sons. It isbelieving in God as the Father
of the Lord Jesus Christ that makes Him our Father. The Lord Jesus said, "Neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whom the Son shall reveal him." So these Christian people, believing in
the Lord Jesus Christ and believing in Him as the Son of God, looked upon God as their Father and them-
selves as His sons. The Holy Spirit is the unction from on high that gave them this constant understanding
of the things of God by bringing them into the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit makes
the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ real.

All of this adds up to this—that Christians are actually in such arelationship with God that God is
considered as their Father and they are considered as His children. These words are used because these
Christian people have been born again by the Holy Spirit in their hearts. They now are standing before
God as people who have in them anew life that isin Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit of God will incline
them toward God Himself. This makes them right. Being right in the sight of God is doing what He wants
us to do. The one thing that God wants us to do isto put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. When we put
our trust in Him and yield ourselves to Him, we areright in God's sight. When we are right, we will begin
to act righteously. We will do the things that we should do.

In the latter part of the second chapter and in the early part of the 3rd chapter John emphasizes the
fact that it is the righteous person that "doeth righteousness.” If a person wanted to live right, John would
say, the thing to do isto start right. If you want to act righteously, John would say, then you should be
righteous. If you want to know how to be righteous, he would say, receive the Lord Jesus Christ in your
life asyour Lord and Savior. Heisrighteous, and by letting Him have Hisway in your life, you will be
righteous because you will have whatever He had. John saysfinally that "He that doeth righteousnessis
righteous.” In chapter 3, verse 7, "Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousnessis
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righteous, even as heis righteous.” John is not saying that the person who is acting right becomes right,
but John is saying that the person who is acting right is acting right because heisright. That iswhy heis
acting that way.

We can say something like this: If | am acting the way the Lord Jesus wants me to act, it isthe
Spirit of Jesus Christ in me that makes me do that. Jesus Christ was the outstanding case of obedience.
Heisthe One who really did the will of His Father. If the Lord Jesus Christ isin us and Hiswill isin our
hearts, then we will be minded to do the will of God and our conduct will be righteous. Now here is one
of the big differences between the Christian gospel which John is preaching and an imitation gospel. John
himself would call the imitation gospel false and say it is antichrist. The imitation of it would be that you
should go out and do the best you can and get alittle better all the time. When you finally got good
enough and you had done enough you would then consider that you belonged to God and would then be
a Christian. John saysthat is putting it the wrong way around. In other words, if you want to walk godly
you have to be godly. If you want to do the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God, you need to
be born again to get that kind of a heart and mind that will lead you into the will of God. Thisiswhat John
Is bringing out. He saysin | John 3:1, 2, "Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God . . . Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as heis." John is actually describing the fact that you start out in Christian living by becoming a
Christian. Y ou become a Christian by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. When you become a Christian,
receive the Lord Jesus Christ, His Spirit will work in you and move you to do the things that God would
have you do.

Thisis arather important fact — that you have to start out being a Christian before you try to live
the Christian life. It is agood deal like saying that before you can really start living like awife, you need
to be married. Y ou start with getting married and then you live like awife. But you cannot start living like
awifeuntil you have been married. And so with a good many other things.

Take avery common illustration of a man going to drive acar. Thefirst thing you havetodois
get acar and sitinit. If you don't get acar and sit in it, you're not going to drive a car. So a person says,
"I'm going to live a Christian life." If you're going to live the Christian life, the first thing necessary is to
receive Jesus Christ and commit yourself to Him. Then you can live the Christian life. We are very much
interested in people teaching the things of the Christian gospel. We talk about teaching the Christian
gospel in the Sunday School, in the home and in the church. Thereis one prerequisite—if you are going
to teach the Christian gospel you have to know it. Y ou never heard a person teaching something he did
not know. Y ou have to know it first and then you can teach it.

Another illustration is that of athief. Isa person athief because he steals or does he steal because
heisathief? If you say that he was not athief before he stole, I'll ask you, "Well, what was he?" If he was
not athief, was he an honest man? If he had been an honest man would he have stolen? The very fact that
he stol e shows that he was athief but it did not show up until he acted that way. In the same way with ref-
erence to being Christian, you can become a Christian any time. Y ou can become a Christian when you
receive Christ and turn your heart and mind over to God. It is possible that the preaching you have heard
has been meager. It is possible you do not understand much about the gospel. It is possible you could
receive the Lord Jesus Christ and not at all be conscious or know even what you ought to do now that you
belong to Him. But on the other hand, you have the desire within to do the will of God. If you receive
Jesus Christ as your Savior, you know that He died for you, and that you are free because of Him. Itisjust
anatural thing for you to want to do the things that are pleasing in His sight. Everything you do and every
way in which you act will be affected by the fact that you now belong to God. Y ou can't help it. You're
going to act like one of His children. That is going to be the kind of behavior that will bring glory to the
name of the Lord God Himself. God's wonderful way is to make us His children and then work toward
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making tis like Christ by letting us see Him. All thisis givento us.

Wegoonin | John 3:3, "Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even asheis
pure." Verse 8 reads, "He that committeth sin is of the devil." And again in the 10th verse, "In thisthe
children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil." John seems to press the fact that there are
some people whose lives are affected by God and there are some people who are not affected. If they are
not affected that way it would mean that they are doing what they want to do themselves. He points out
that those who do what they want to do themselves are the ones that are subject to temptation. Satan
himself would stimulate them by suggesting to them things they could do to further their own interests
in one way or another. So there are people who naturally want to do the will of God and there are people
who naturally want to serve themselves. These are the children of God and the children of the devil. They
are both in the world at the same time. But the children of the devil are those who do not haveit in their
own consciousness to want to do the will of God.

John goes on to say that if you really want to know that you are a Christian then, he says, "act it
out." Do not have it only in the mind. Actually act it out. He gives a specific instance. If you are going to
act it out, do it with reference to other people. Hiswords are, "L ove the brethren." He goes on to say that
you can tell when aman is a Christian because he loves the brethren. Loving the brethrenisnot just a
frame of mind. It is not just something that you say. It is when you take what you have and use it to help
the other person. Verse 17, "Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth
up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?' In other words, it be-
comes a matter of just ordinary everyday experience that if you have the love of God in your heart you
will want to help other people. We have awonderful gospel and you and | can share it with other people
as we understand more and more how we ought to do the will of God and obey Him.
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