The Gospel

by Dr. Manford Geor ge Gutzke

THE Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ means the good message, the glad tidings, or the good news.
The glad tidings is taken from the word evangel and the word evangel is taken directly from the Greek.

When | wasjust aboy, | used to hear that the church was the place where the Gospel was preach-
ed. | did not know what the word Gospel was supposed to mean. When | found out that it meant good
news, | couldn't understand why they said that, because, asfar as| could remember, what | heard at church
was what not to do. Why should that be good news?

The preacher seemed alwaysto be criticizing or scolding people. When he told the people they
were not doing right, he had preached a good sermon. We knew we were doing wrong, and he kept telling
us that we were going to be punished. This made us afraid, but we would go out and do wrong anyway,
hoping that maybe he had exaggerated the whole thing. We didn't really pay much attention to what the
preacher said. If he was not scolding, he was lamenting about something that was not as it ought to be; or
he was pushing us to do something different from what we were then doing. Most of us had the feeling
that when we went to church we were going to take a whipping. In church we found out we were supposed
to do right; and if we did wrong, we could look forward to going to hell. Nobody | knew except the people
in church talked about hell, and the church people did not talk about it much; yet it seemed they should
and were supposed to. At least that was the impression | got.

How would anyone get an idea of the Gospel from that? Of course, man should not do any wrong,
but we did wrong. Who then could go to heaven? The good people went to heaven, but who were the good
peopl e? Good people were the people who didn't do anything wrong, but such people did not exist. Who,
then, would they be? Babies? They have never done anything wrong. Y es, | got the idea that church peo-
ple thought all babies went to heaven, and aso old folks so decrepit that they could not walk down to the
comer. Such folks would go to heaven, but who else? Maybe afew sweet |adies and an occasional Francis
of Assisi type of fellow whom we had never seen but whom we had read about. Somebody like that might
go to heaven. Angelswere in heaven, but the farmers | grew up with were not going to heaven. Not any of
them. | knew that perfectly well.

L et me share one more childhood impression of the church with you. Regular churchgoers were
aglum, stern crowd. The men were strict, and the women, | thought, were a bitter, nasty, nosy, gossipy
lot. When we boys went to church, we were threatened and warned. When we did wrong, it seemed as if
somebody were gloating over us, and our sure punishment. Now, we were really going to get it! With such
thoughts in mind, what would the Gospel be? Good news? What would that mean? For whom would be
the good news?

| used to think, it would be alaugh if the sinners were the ones who were going to have the good
news. | had always heard that the good news was for the good people. | wasin high school before | found
out that the Gospel was for sinners. Did the Gospel mean that the sinners should be good? That would be
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like telling frogsto fly. To tell sinnersto be good isjust to fill them with despair. Then what would the
Gospel be?

Sinners must be told that they can be saved. Thereis still one step to go, however, because when
sinners are told they can be saved, they think they can be saved only if they become angels. They must
grasp the ideathat they can be saved while they are sinners as they are. The Gospel is for the blind, the
maimed, the crippled, the diseased, the paralyzed, and those who cannot talk. When can such people have
this blessing? Now! Good news to the sinner is that he can be saved now, and he can come as heis. He
does not have to step over any threshold, climb any stairs or mountains, run any fast mile, or swim any
river. He can come now to the Lord, and the Lord will save him. | know, by the grace of God, that that
isthe way the Bible statesit. The Bible tells that sinners gathered around the Lord Jesus Christ so much
that the church people criticized Him because He was associating with sinners. They described Him as
"afriend of publicans and sinners.” Why would sinners gather around Jesus? Would they be drawn to
someone Who was going to condemn them? No. They would gather around someone who could save them
and would receive them.

REPENTANCE

There are anumber of words to understand in order to get the idea of the Gospel. The first word
is repent. When thinking of the word repent or repentance, there are at |east two general ideas that are not
repentance. Repentance does not mean to be sorry for some wrong | have done. It may be quite proper that
| should be sorry, but thisis not repentance. Being sorry for sin does not help. It has no value. Itislike
crying over spilt milk. Certainly one should cry if he spilt the milk. When | was aboy if | ever spilt the
milk, | had better start crying right then and continue until my mother got through with me, because it
would be acrying situation. But all my crying would never get the milk back up. There is something about
repentance far more significant than feeling bad over wrong acts.

Some may think repentanceis promising to do good. | do not want to seem to be too harsh, but
how much good isit going to do for anyoneto promise to do good? | don't know about others, but | can
tell about myself. It makes me think of New Y ear's resolutions. They just don't work out. Why not? Well,
consider who it iswho says he is going to do good. It is the person who has been doing bad. Why did he
do bad? He did bad because he was who he was. He was just a bad guy, and he wanted to do what he did.
Men do as they do, because they are as they are. Unless something happens to me, | will always be just
as| have been. Thereis very little more a man can do than he is doing now unless God changes him.

Repentance is primarily ajudgment about myself. The expression so often used, which has an
awkward trandlation into English, is, "repenting of our sins." Actually thisis not a sound idea. The reason
it is so awkward to say is that man does not "repent his sins' nor does he "repent of his sins’; he repents
himself. Repentance .is ajudgment upon myself whereby | admit that | am not good. | realize that | just
do not haveit in meto do right things as | myself think | should.

Repentance is a very important matter. Because it is not until I am willing to acknowledge before
God that | am nothing in myself that | will believe the Gospel. It iswhen | am willing to empty myself
that | am open to receive the Lord Jesus Christ. Aslong as | have my own ideas, | do not want Christ's;
but when | am willing to think that I am not what | should be and | am not going to be what | ought to be,
then | am ready to turn to the Lord.

At one time the Lord Jesus told righteous people that the publicans and harlots would get into
the kingdom of God before they did! Why was He so harsh with them? Because the righteous people
thought they had something in themselves and so would not turn to God for help. Those who understand
the Gospel know they have nothing in themselves to merit salvation, and so they are ready to turn to God
in repentance. They judge themselves to be incompetent and unfit, and they look to God for help. Itis
wonderful to know they can have help from Him to save their souls.
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BELIEVING

The preaching of both John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth was based upon the text "Repent ye,
and believe the Gospel." Man must hear something if heisto believe it. Man cannot believe something he
has not heard, but that does not mean he will know and understand everything fully when he has heard and
says, "l believe." Man can believe what he hears but does not yet know from experience. If he had actually
had the experience then he would know, and he would not have to say he believed. Thereis awaysan ele-
ment of looking forward to something which has not been revealed, which has not yet happened, which
has not been seen, in believing. Man can look ahead in the promises of God, to what God said He would
do for man and he can believe that. He can also look at what the Lord Jesus Christ has done and believe
that it isvalid for men today. Thisis taking something to be true which has not yet been demonstrated.

Believing, however, does not make anything real and true. It is one of the sad facts of experience
that a person can believe error. To believe awrong thing is disastrous, just as swallowing poison by mis-
take is disastrous. A person may believe aglassisfilled with milk, but believing the liquid to be milk does
not make it milk. The person can giveit to ababy, and if by chance it should be a poisonous liquid, the
baby would receiveit, swallow it, and die. True, it would be a mistake, but the result would be disastrous.

Believingislike swallowing. In believing anyone or anything, a person puts his trust in that per-
son; he commits himself to that thing. If the personisreliable, heis fortunate. If the thing is good, heis
again fortunate. In believing, there is always the commitment of oneself to something and reaping the
results, whatever they may be.

In the English language, the physical expression swallowing and the word believe have been
brought together. Someone may tell a story, and the listener may wonder if it could be true. Someone else
standing by may ask the listener, "Do you swallow that?' meaning "Would you believe it? Would you take
astrue what this man says?' When one swallows anything, he has committed himself to the consequences
of taking the substance into his system. A person can look at the liquid in the spoon as long as he wants to,
and as long as he does not take it into his mouth it may be still a matter of opinion asto what it is; but
when he takes it into his mouth and swallows it down his throat, he has committed himself to the conse-
guences, whatever they may be. If the consequences are good, the man is fortunate; if they are bad, heis
unfortunate. The fact that he thought it was this or that will not changeit. Believing that athing is good
does not make it good. It simply inclines one to take it because he thinks it is good.

Believing is not a matter of knowing for sure. Anyone who has been in the business world any
length of time will know that believing in the wrong man can hurt you. Because a man makes a good
proposition and another man considering partnership with him believes him and invests his money does
not mean that the man is honest and sincere. | may believe another man is honest and sincere, but my faith
will not make him possess these attributes. If he is agood man, | have lined up with agood man. If heis
abad man, | have lined up with abad man. Believing always has an element of risk about it.

Many people are inclined to hold back from believing because they think they should come to the
place where they finally really know before they act. However, believing is getting to the place where one
has sufficient evidence upon which to risk faith, and then committing oneself to this. Believing always has
in it the spirit of adventure. The Bible speaks of Noah and Abraham as possessing this spirit. Noah acted
in faith when he built the ark before it began to rain; he believed God even though there was no immediate
evidence for him. Abraham left his home land and ventured into an unknown country simply because God
called him to go. To go, when one does not know where he is going, simply because he has been called to
go, that isfaith.

Thereis aso an element of volition in believing. One says, "l will take this. | choose this." The
word believingis often used in the phrase believing on. Thus | may speak of "believing on God" or
"believing on the Lord Jesus Christ." Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ is like believing on a bridge.
Suppose | come to ariver and find the water so deep the only way to crossisto go over abridge. Let us
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say that spanning the river is a bridge which does not ook very safe to me. | am not an engineer, and even
if 1 were | would not know for sure about the present condition of the bridge. Apparently the whole matter
of getting over the river will depend on whether or not | will believe on the bridge. The only way for me
to get across the river would be to trust the entire weight of my car and myself on the bridge. Thisis what
believing on the bridge would amount to.

Another illustration might be to think of believing in adoctor. Suppose | am sick and | know there
are many doctors in the community. Someone draws my attention to a specific one, Dr. Greene, and | de-
cide to make Dr. Greene my doctor. A friend may ask, "Why have you chosen this particular doctor?' |
would answer, "l believein him." "What do you mean when you say you believe in him?" | would answer,
"I think he is competent, and he is a very good doctor.” Saying that | believein Dr. Greeneis not really
going to make any difference in my physical condition. | am only saying that if and when | do goto a
doctor | will go to Dr. Greene, but that does not yet mean | am going. The matter of actually letting Dr.
Greene be my doctor and believing in him is going to require that | go down to Dr. Greene's office and let
him treat me. | must commit myself to Dr. Greene. Suppose Dr. Greene is a surgeon and in his examina
tion he findsthat it looks as though | have cancer. He tells me that | am to come to the hospital and have
an operation. | do not redly, in the practical sense, believe in the surgeon until | go to the hospital and
allow the surgeon to perform his work on me. When | submit myself in this fashion, | am believing in the
doctor.

Believing in the Lord Jesus Christ hasin it that same sort of participation with Him. We need to
see this, because very often believing is said to be just a matter of opinion. Actually whether | choose to
believein this or in that is very important. The Gospel is effective and significant only when it istakeniin,
when it is swallowed. Believing in the Lord Jesus Christ is putting my whole trust in Him, yielding myself
to Him, and letting His will be done in my life by His grace and power. Then | can expect Christ's blessing
inmy life.

It has already been said that one can believe error to one's hurt. When it comes to the Gospel, we
do not have to worry. God is reliable. Abraham set the whol e pattern for mankind when he acted on the
promise of God. The Apostle Paul said, "I know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that heis able
to keep that which | have committed unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12).

L et me point out one more fact. Believing does not guarantee that my wishes will come to pass.
Believing does commit me to the consequences of trusting in that particular thing or that particular person.
When speaking about believing the Gospel, it is still true that if | want to cross the river (thislife) and
reach the other side (heaven) | must believe on the bridge (the Lord Jesus Christ). "But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that heis, and that he is arewarder of
them that diligently seek him" (Heb. 11:6).

BORN AGAIN

Being born again is what happens to a person who becomes a Christian. It is more than a new
birth, more than a second birth, and more than another birth at another time. It isall that, but it isalso
different. Man is born the first time of human parents and with a human nature. When we say heis born
again, we do not mean heis born the second time as a human being and that he has another start for a new
life. We mean he was born the first time a human being; but when he is born the second time, he is born
achild of God. Heis "begotten by the Word of God" and has anew lifein him which comes from God.

We can see human nature in a baby. Babies will want everything they can see; they will take any-
thing they can reach; they will hang onto anything they can take; they will try to eat anything they have
picked up. What they have, they draw closer and closer to themselves. They do it naturally, and human
nature does not change in al the yearsthat follow in their human lives,

A human being reaches out for what he can get and takes it to himself. That is human nature. Itis
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anormal human thing for aman to say when he looks at any prospect, "What do | get out of it? What will
| have to do? How isit going to affect me? Will | have an advantageif | do it thisway?' Thisisthorough-
ly human. The ego can be trained, and it isalways agood thing to do that. A man can make himself
socially good, polite, and courteous. He can be cultured rather than crude. He can be civilized rather

than savage. However, heis still ahuman being and has only human nature.

The Lord Jesus called human nature flesh. There are al kinds of flesh, both good and bad. There
are al kinds of human beings, but none of them will be able to enter into the kingdom of God as human
beings. "Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 15:50). The Creator, the Maker of
all the earth, fixed it so that man would be born once with a human nature which he gets from his parents,
in which he becomes conscious of himself and in which he becomes conscious of God. Man has his con-
science, which tells him whether he is doing right or wrong, and he feels responsible for his conduct. Heis
given an opportunity to commit himself to God, accept God's promises, yield himself to God, and receive
what God iswilling to offer him. He can be saved from his human nature. He can be born again as a child
of God. But until that happens he has only human nature, and so is till "in the flesh.”

A man isborn again as a child of God when hearing the promises of God he receives them and
commits himself to them. When the Word of God is spoken to him, he "swallows' it. He takes the Word
to himself, saying "Thisis going to be mine. | am going to commit myself to God according to these
promises, whatever the consequences.” God does a new work in any man who responds in this way to
HisWord. All aman needs to do isto open his heart and accept the promise of God. The Bible refersto
this new work of God as being born again. It isanew creation.

In the new birth, life is not begun over again in an innocent state. Life is now begun in the pres-
ence of God by His grace and motivated, inwardly strengthened, helped, lifted, and guided by the living
Lord Himself. It isadifferent kind of life, because now the life of the Lord isin man just in the same way
that the life of his parents, his human nature, isin him. Human nature, it has been said, is selfishiinits
interests. The divine nature which man sharesin Christ Jesus after heis born again desires to do the will
of God. From within, this born-again man wants to be well-pleasing in the sight of God. If he knew what
to do to please God and how to do it, hewould do it for God's sake; and God looking on the heart knows
thisistrue and blesses that person, guides and strengthens him. The second birth is a matter of entering
into anew life, anew relationship, with everything that isin Christ Jesus and in God Himself.

This event which Jesus has cdled being born again, the concept of the new birth, isreferred to
specifically in the Gospel of John. Itisalso in other Gospels. Matthew states, "No man putteth a piece
of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the
rent is made worse" (Matt. 9:16). In those daysthey did not have Sanforized cloth, and if a piece of new
unshrunken cloth was put in aholein old cloth, the new cloth would shrink when it got wet, and this
would tear the hole bigger than it had been before. This reminds me of my boyhood days on our farm in
Canada. When my parents would buy me a new suit as a boy, they would always buy one that was severad
sizes too large because during the first rainstorm the clothes shrunk down to your size. It was alwaysa
tragedy to buy something just about the right size; because when it got wet, it would shrink so small you
couldn't wear it any more. This helps me to understand the parable. Actually the parable is simply saying
that the work of God is not a patchwork proposition. God is not going to patch up at afew points. He is
going to give the man anew coat. Thisisaway of saying the believer will be given anew nature.

Matthew uses afurther illustration to show the need of the new hirth. The Lord went on to say,
"Neither do men put new wine into old bottles (that is, old wineskins); else the bottles break, and the wine
runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved” (Matt.
9:17). The new wine would ferment, the gas would expand and stretch the old wineskins and they would
burst. New wine would be put in new wineskins. God does not put His gracein man's old human nature.
God works so that man is born again, and then He gives him the grace by which to live.
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If the Gospels had been written in our day and time, the illustration used might have been that the
Lord Jesus would not repair your engine, but He will put in anew engine. He will not repair the unit in
your refrigerator. He will put in anew unit. Y our refrigerator unit is one of those thingsin your home that
is not to be repaired. It must be sent back to the factory while the servicemen put a new onein for you.
This could illustrate what happensin being born again. A new, different, better natureis given to the
believer. When a man becomes a Christian, God puts inside him something altogether new. The new birth
means that God puts His own nature in a believer. This new nature gives the Christian the disposition to
want to be well-pleasing in obedience to God.

The Christian person is still a human being, and so he still has a human nature. But heisalso a
child of God, and so he how has a divine nature also. That sets up the problem for me as a Christian of
how to get along when my human nature isinterested in what | myself would like and the divine naturein
meisinterested in doing what the Lord Jesus Christ wants me to do. The issue for me then is whether to
go along with myself or whether to go along with Christ. My personal struggle does not end with my new
birth; nevertheless, the new nature now in meisthe eterna life of God given to me when | put my trust in
Him. It is encouraging to remember that the Bible says, "Greater is he that isin you, than he that isin the
world."

RECEIVING CHRIST

Receiving Christ isletting Him into my consciousness to influence and affect me. Believing in
Him isamatter of accepting what He has done. Receiving Him is a matter of accepting Him and trusting
Him to come into my soul. The Lord Jesus said, "Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, | will comein to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Rev. 3:20).
From these words it should be understood that God actually comes to my heart when | am abeliever.

Itis often said that when | became a Christian, | went seeking after God. But as a human being |
do not start out by searching for God,; it is God who searches for me.

| can hear from someone else what Christ has done for sinners, and | can receiveit astrue in the
sense in which | accept information. | can even rejoice to think of what God has done, without definitely
taking it for myself. There comes atime, however, when God Himself comes to my heart. When Christ
Jesus knocks at the door of my heart and offersto come in and sup with me, thisis not my doing. Thisis
something | let God do; when | receive Jesus Christ, | open my heart and let Him in to do His will.

We should notice that God does not force Hisway in. It is part of the humility of God that He will
stand at the door and knock. It is part of the great seriousness of life that | can |eave the door shut.

At the same time we should notice that the phrase "the Lord opened their hearts" is used in Scrip-
ture to describe receiving Christ. Lydiais said to be one "whose heart the Lord opened” (Acts 16:14). The
Holy Spirit can show the things of Christ to a person in such away that that person will open his heart.
Thisis an action, an exercise of the will, of the believer who receives Jesus Christ. "But to as many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name"
(John 1:12). Receiving Christ is not something a Christian does which can be spelled out in fifteen,
twenty, or ahundred different activities; but it is yielding himself to something God does in him. For me
to receive Christ isto let God have Hisway in my life, according to His promisesin Christ Jesus.

Again we can use theillustration of dealing with adoctor. Even when | have chosen my doctor, the
matter of letting that doctor treat me is something more. Thisis letting my doctor come in and act as my
doctor. When | receive Christ into my heart, | let God work in me. | do not have to know what God is
doing or understand all Hisways. The Lord Jesus said, "If any man will do hiswill, he shall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether | speak of myself* (John 7:17). The willing soul isthe one
whom God will receive, into whose heart He will come, and whom He will bless.

Theword willing is apresent participle. It is used more often asif it were an adjective. Someoneis
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spoken of asawilling person, meaning that he is ready and inclined to act in a certain way. But now |ook
again at the word willing. Noticeit is| who am willing. If I will anything, | am willing about it. The
wining heart is the heart that wills to do God's will. This means | intend to do what He wants me to do.
When the Lord Jesus comes and stands at the door and knocks, the person who will open the door to Him
Is the person who wills to have the Lord Jesus Christ comein. | need to open my heart to Him and be
willing to have Him comeiin.

A great artist painted a picture to represent the text, "Behold | stand at the door and knock." He
showed a door which was to represent the door of the heart. When the picture was nearly ready for
exhibition, the artist caned in one of his closest friends to look over the picture. The friend came to see
the picture, and after a brief glance said that he supposed some of the most obvious things might skip
one's attention. He had noticed that the artist had put no latch on the door. The artist explained that this
was not an oversight. There was no latch on the outside, because the door to a man's heart opens only
from theinside. Thisis aprofound idea. Thereis no way of opening the heart of man from the outside.
God knocks at the door, but the man himself must be the one to openit.

Perhaps we should also remember that | do not have to clean up inside before | open the door. If |
wait until | get things clean, | will never open it. Christ is the only One who can clean you up. When the
Lord Jesus comes in, the grace of God, the kindness of God, the love of God, the power of God become
active in that human soul. God lifts, carries, and keeps those who let Him have His way.

Receiving Christ is not something that man needsto learn to do or something he must strive to do.
Man needs only to open his heart, let Him come in, and receive Him; and this he can do in the simplest
way, as alittle child. God will work in him "to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). Thisis
the good news of the Gospel. Christ will comein.

When a guest comes to the home, the door is opened and he is asked to come in. The host does
everything he can to make the guest welcome. He will turn over, asit were, the whole house to that
person. It is like that when you receive Christ into your heart.

ABIDING IN CHRIST

Only a Christian could know what the phrase abiding in Christ means. The word abiding is not a
word that is ordinarily used today. It meansliving in or dwelling in. A house is referred to as an abode. It
Isthe place where a certain family lives. Abiding in Christ, therefore, isaway to say living in Him.

When the word Christ is used in this way, reference is being made to a pattern of relationship with
God. Abiding in Christ does not mean that the body of Jesus of Nazareth is here and that the Christian
clamsheisinit. Also, it does not mean that Christ is some organization on earth that one can join and
thus bein Christ. Abiding in Christisrather living in a certain relationship with God which Christ Jesus
has provided. It is a pattern of relationship which involves certain principles.

Abiding in Christ includes the belief that God is, and that God is Creator, Keeper, Judge, Saviour,
and Father. When man has the existence of God in mind, immediately man is responsible to obey Him.
God is the Creator; man belongsto Him. Sin is any act on the part of the human being or any condition in
the human being, that is a deviation from the will of God.

The word Christ used in the phrase abiding in Christ means everything that is meant by the word
God. It also brings to mind that man is a sinner; he has broken the law of God, and is doomed to distress
and destruction. Man in himself islost. However, man need not remain lost, for the word Christ further
brings to mind that "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son (Christ), that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). The person who can clam John
3:16 isonewho is abiding in Christ. Heistrusting in the act of God, who sent His Son into the world to
redeem those who have put their trust in Him. Christ comes bringing forgiveness and cleansing — salva-
tion.
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Anyone can abide in Christ but not everyone does. Abiding in Christ is arelationship man enters
into. The Lord Jesus said, "Except aman be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3).
This means that no one enters this relationship unless he is born again. When a person entersthisrela-
tionship with God, he joins the company of believerswho trust in God by faith. It is possible for a person
to be sure that he belongs to God, because he belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.

To define abiding and belonging we could have the idea of resting in mind. A child restsin his
mother's arms. A boy restsin his father's home. In each instance, the idea of belonging is conveyed. The
boy belongsto his father's home. He livesin the home; he gets all the benefits of living in the home; he
has the fellowship of the people in the home; and he has the protection that comes with living in the home.
Everything that goes with having ahome isincluded in the word abiding.

When apersonisabiding in Christ, it meansthat so far as his soul is concerned heisresting in the
work of Christ. Theidea of abiding means staying there. It is not just a casual looking-into but "living in
Christ." Itisnot just stepping in on a Sunday morning and staying for a half hour or an hour and then
stepping out for the rest of the time. The person who is abiding in Christ is a person who believesin God
al thetime, believesin the living Lord Jesus Christ al the time, believesin the presence of God with him
al the time, and believes in the forgiveness of and cleansing from sins al the time.

If the person who is abiding in Christ is asked about what is going to happen to him tomorrow,
he will say he will be taken care of tomorrow. How does he know? Because God is his Father. How does
he know God is his Father? The person who is abiding in Christ has an assurance that God is his Father
because heis"in Christ Jesus," and God is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. Knowing that God is one's
Father brings a certain inward quiet confidence, because so far asliving is concerned nothing can take the
Christian away from God.

This confidence is not limited only to the areas of life involving protection and the forgiveness of
sins, but it is true also when it comes to making a choice in life. When confronted with decisions as to
what he shall do, where he shall go, and whom he shall go with, the person who is abiding in Christ is
conscious of the Lord during this time. There comes atime when a person who is abiding in Christ real-
izes that there is never atime when he can talk to any other person as though he and that person were
alone. For a Christian there would always be three — the Christian himself, the person he is talking with,
and the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus is present, because the Christian trustsin Him.

Someone may suggest the danger that the world may be destroyed and that man might be destroy-
ed. Yes, thereisthat danger; but the Christian will not be greatly upset. Why not? Because while his body
isliving in thisworld, in soul and spirit heisliving in the Lord Jesus Christ. The body may be destroyed,
but the soul and spirit cannot be destroyed. The body may waste away and be broken, but the soul cannot
waste away and be broken.

The person who is abiding in Christ has an outlook and an attitude about life as follows: So far as
he is concerned the world isreal, and he will deal with it; but he does not belong to it and if it wereto be
taken away from him, he would be in the presence of God — absent from the body, present with the Lord.
Thereis no decision to make between here and there, because having known Christ and walked with Him,
the Christian isin His presence. It is not when the Christian dies that the Lord finds out whether or not he
belongs to Him. That has aready been settled. Death, for the person who is abiding in Christ, does not
have the uncertainty of some terrible examination which he may fail to pass. The person who is abiding
in Christ is trusting in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ and should he "die before he awakes,"
heis satisfied that the Lord Jesus will take his soul to be with the Father.

Abiding in Christ has a guarding effect with reference to one's heart and mind as far as the things
around him are concerned. The things of this world do not have the same appeal ; they appeal only to the
part of the Christian that has to do with thisworld and that is second in importance. The part that has to do
with the living Lord Jesus Christ, in whom heis abiding, is far more important. When walking along hand
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in hand with the Lord Jesus Christ, it does not matter whether he is wearing this or that. It can get to the
point whereit is not even important whether or not his football team wins on Saturday. He would be glad
to haveit win, but if it happened to lose, nothing very much would be lost. The Christian belongs to the
Lord and the things having primary importance in hislife are his dealings with Him.

The people in the world may think that everything just written presents a very unreal situation, but
the Christian knows better. It is not the least bit unreal. It isjust as practical asit has been set forth. The
matter of abiding in Himhasin it the idea that the Christian is awaysin arelationship with God which
Christ Jesus provided for him.

SERVING THE LORD

Serving the Lord describes the Christian life. This should be used only about Christians; however,
serving the Lord is not done by every Christian. It is done by Christians who actively, consciously worship
and yield to the living Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Serving the Lord is not a matter of doing what | can to work out agoal or purpose which | think
God wants. For example, if | thought all the children of the community should belong to a certain organi-
zation, so that | would go out and try to get them all to join, thinking that as they joined | would be serving
the Lord, | might be serving the Lord as | was working, but it would not be because | was working in that
organization. Serving the Lord is not an outward community campaign. It does not follow that if | work to
see that new apartment houses are built where aslum areanow exists | am serving the Lord, while anyone
who is not involved in that activity is not. Serving the Lord is not something that can be identified with
external activities.

Some people think that serving the Lord means | must go to Africaas amissionary, or | have to
preach, or | have to teach Sunday school. Anyone of those things might happen, but that is not the same as
serving the Lord, because a person whose whole life is taken up with ordinary routine things can serve the
Lord. A woman who isworking at being a wife and mother and taking care of a home can serve the Lord.
This does not mean that every woman who is married and helping her husband is serving the Lord. It does
not mean that every woman who has children is serving the Lord. It does not mean that every person who
cleans up her house is serving the Lord. It does not mean that everyone who has a place of business and
operates that business honestly is serving the Lord. The Bible tells us what it means to serve the Lord:
"And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and
the Father by him" (Cal. 3: 17). To servein the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is to be conscious of Him,
trusting in Him, and responding to Him while | am going about doing whatever | am doing.

Let us consider the woman who does the daily work in the home. How can she in this serve the
Lord? Her daily task iswhat God in His providence has given to her hand to do. She can accept her tasks
in the home as something that God has set out for her. She can actually sweep the floor, wash the dishes,
iron the children's clothes, greet the neighbors, take care of the children, discipline the growing young-
sters, guide the affairsin the house, and seek to help her husband in his business, asif she were doing it
for the Lord Himself. She can have in mind that this is what the Lord wants her to do. She can keep the
Lord first in mind and not the children, the neighbors, the husband, or the house.

A man who goes to a place of business where he has ajob to perform can accept that work as
something which God in His providence has enabled him to have. He can, in this situation, work as
though he were working for the Lord Himself. He can be on the job at eight o'clock, because that is the
time the Lord wants him to be there. He can work from eight until twelve, because he is doing work that
the Lord is going to see. He will go out for lunch and he will come back at one o'clock because that is
when the Lord wants him to be there. Throughout the entire day, until the whistle blows at five o'clock,
he will continue to work as serving the Lord. That man probably won't hurry away too soon, because the
Lord may want him to be there past five o'clock.
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Also, such aman will accept the people who arein the office asindividual s the Lord has allowed
to be there. He may not like all of them. He may not alwaysthink every one is doing the right thing, but
he will accept all these things as from the Lord. If there is prosperity, he will thank the Lord. If some
misfortune or calamity occurs, he will trust the Lord. He is doing everything as "unto the Lord.” Heis
not sentimental about it, but deep down in his heart he is conscious that thisis the Lord'swill.

Everythingis al-inclusive; therefore, it suggests that when the man drives his car on the streets,
hewill driveit asif the Lord were with him. He will deal fairly with everyone, because heis acting in the
presence of the Lord. Heis an example of aman who is serving the Lord throughout the day.

Everyonefinds most of hislife already settled for him. There are things he has to do to make a
living, and certain things he has to do in the neighborhood if heis going to live there. A Christian will do
these activities having in mind that he will be doing them as "unto the Lord." Such a person will take the
seven days of the week as from the Lord and will "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy" (Ex. 20:8).
He accepts the whole week as from the Lord, and he may have in mind that away to honor God isin
proper observance of the Lord'sday.

When this person earns money, no one hasto tell him to give part of the money to his church. He
isinwardly prompted to do that, because the Lord isin hisheart and heisliving in His presence. When he
Is serving the Lord with his money, he does not give all of it away. He has to make a living for himself
and take care of hisfamily. He knows that, of all the things the Lord gives him, a certain amount isto be
given to the Lord. He will understand that God will give him enough so that he can put atenth of what he
receives into the Lord'swork, and nine-tenths of what he gets will be adequate for everything he needs. If
he should need more money, he will talk to the Lord about it. If he meets a different situation, he will talk
to the Lord about it, also. This personis serving the Lord.

Someone may ask this person to teach a Sunday school class; and, if asked, he will ask himself one
thing, "Isthis what the Lord wants meto do?" If the Lord wants him to teach, he will, whether he feels he
can teach or not. He will try to do this thing that comes before him. That is serving the Lord.

It has already been suggested that this can come down to personal affairs—for example, in dealing
with people. Some persons may be contentious. They want to argue and fuss about trifles. The Chrigtian
person in his heart will cry out, "Lord, do you want me to argue and fuss about this thing?' The Lord
would say, "No, | want you to giveintoit." The Christian servesthe Lord and givesin to the man. The
man thinks he got away with something. He really did not. The Christian acted the way the Lord wanted
him to.

This does not mean that the Lord gives to each man a pattern, or aformula, or putsin his hand a
handbook with minute instructions as to what to do so that when the situation comes up hecan turn to a
certain page and find out exactly what he is supposed to do. One of the problems people have when they
come to the Bible is that the Bible does not tell them specifically what they ought to do on the particul ar
street on which they live. No house numbers arein the Bible. One's neighbors are not listed by namein
the Bible. The Bible does not state exactly what should be done with each individual person and in each
particular situation. It does give certain principles that can be followed, but that is not even adequate
because those principles need interpretation. Therefore, God givesto the Christian His Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit, making the things of Christ real inside the heart of a Christian, makes the Christian conscious
of theliving Lord Jesus Christ. Thereis asit were avoice behind him that says, "Thisis the way, walk ye
init" (Isa. 30:21).

The Christian person, informed as heis, intelligent as he may be, acquainted with things as they
are, understanding thingsin every way, and acting, living, and doing in the world as he should, hasin his
heart at al times a consciousness of the living Lord Jesus Christ. He responds in al situations as he feels
the Lord would want him to do.

These principles concerning work are equally applicable to amusement or entertainment. It may be
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an old saying, but it has been proved that "all work and no play makes Jack adull boy." A certain amount
of relaxation is necessary and important. A Christian will find when he takes relaxation that he does not
feel heissinning. He does not think he is getting away with anything; for even in his hours of relaxation,
he is conscious of the presence of God. Whatever the particular game is that he gives himself over to for
relaxation, heis going to play it asif the Lord Jesus were there with him. Actually the Lord isthere. If
complications develop, the Christian will have within himself the consciousness of the Lord and will be
obedient to what the Spirit prompts him to think the living Lord Jesus wants him to do. Such apersonis
serving the Lord.

The adornment which a Christian woman puts on when she dresses up, which will be perfectly
proper for her to wear, will depend upon what she thinks will be pleasing in the eyes of the Lord, who is
right there with her and sees her doing these things. Every conceivable thing | do will be affected by His
presencein me. "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do al in the name of the Lord Jesus' (Col. 3:17).
Thisiswhat it meansto be serving the Lord.

THE BLESSED HOPE

Christians have an idea of what is going to happen, which is called the blessed hope. Thisisafor-
ward look along the lines of the promises of God in the Bible. God knows what He is aiming to do and
has revealed some of it to His people.

Lifein thisworld developsin three phases — past, present, and future. My life comes from yester-
day, through today, and into to morrow. We all have feelings about yesterday. Sometimes we have feel-
ings of regret. We all are aware of today; and most of us have some bewilderment and confusion about the
future, as we look for tomorrow.

Asthe Christian looks forward there isin him an element of confident expectation. The Christian
believes that it is going to be better tomorrow than it is today. One reason for his thinking thisis because
he knows God isworking. The world warns and threatens that things will be worse tomorrow than they
weretoday. Itisa, natural thing to feel that yesterday was better, today is bad enough, but tomorrow is
going to be awful. Many people livein dread of what another day will bring forth.

Thisisnot true for Christians. It is not that Christians think everything in thisworld is going to
turn out al right. They are not being merely optimistic. Christians believe that Almighty God, working in
thisworld, is a benevolent God. He means well by mankind. The Lord Jesus Christ died for all men. Heis
now in the presence of God. He is aimighty and powerful and He will finally triumph. Regardless of how
dark the future may be, there is aglory awaiting in the things of the Lord. Thisis what the Bible says, and
thisis what the Christian thinks. In the mind and heart of the believer in Christ thereis aforward look that
Is an upward look in joyous expectation.

Between thislife and that final glory, there may be the experience of death. A Christian is normal
and natural enough to know that death is an enemy. However, a Christian is not afraid of death, because
Christ Jesus died and arose again. Christ has taken the sting out of death. One reason death is so heavy in
the consciousness of the average non-Christian is because after death comes the judgment. A person who
Is thinking about dying is thinking about going into the presence of God and being judged. When anyone
feels that way, you can know for sure he has not yet really understood the Gospel.

A Christian may look forward into tomorrow and realize he will stand before God, who knows all
about him. The fact that the Christian has sinned will not be a surprise to God. God aready knows about
his sins, and He has aready forgiven his sins. That is what Christ Jesus died for. The Christian is not
moving forward into judgment. It is natural for the human heart to feel that way, but the Gospel would
tell the Christian that will not happen to him. My expectation is not that one day | will stand in the pres-
ence of God, and God will decide whether or not I am good enough to belong to Him. That has already
been settled. It was known from the beginning that no man in himself is good enough. But Christ Jesus
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died for sinners, and He carried away the sin of the whole world and set men free from sin and death. As
aChristian | can look forward to coming into the presence of God in all the triumph of Christ's completed
work in me.

The wonderful thing in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is that Almighty God wants to bless
and help men, and in order to get that done He sent His son, the Lord Jesus Christ, into the world to save
men. The Lord Jesus Christ will bring us through into the presence of God. He will do so in triumph and
great glory. The Christian has that expectation.

The Lord Jesus is not done with His work; Heis not finished. It is true that with referenceto sin
Heisfinished. He finished that when He died for sin on Calvary's cross. However, the evangelism of the
world was not finished. God wants the Gospel preached to all nations that everyone should hear the
message of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thisis still going on.. The Lord Jesus is now working to save men
"to the uttermost” and that is not yet finished. The Apostle Paul could say after he had been an apostle
for many years, "l count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing | do, forgetting those things
which arebehind . . . | presstoward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus"
(Phil. 3:13-14). The process was still going on in him. This does not mean that the Apostle Paul had any
doubt about his salvation. It does not mean that he was wondering whether or not he would be saved. He
knew he was saved, but he was |ooking forward to the fullness of the salvation in Jesus Christ as God
worked in him to will and to do of His good pleasure.

The operation of God's plan for man and for the world is not finished. The Bible tells usin various
ways, but always so that it cannot possibly be mistaken, that the Lord Jesus will come again. The Old
Testament predicted that He would come to die. The New Testament promises He will come again to rule.
The coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ is part of the Gospel. When the Lord Jesus finished His work
on Calvary's cross, He was not through with the task given to Him. When He ascended into heavenin full
view of all, He had finished the work of salvation, but not the complete unfolding of God's plan. Heis
sitting now at the right hand of God interceding for us, but thisis not the end. "This same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shal so comein like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven" (Acts
1:11) .The Lord Jesus Christ, when He comes again into this world, will complete the plan of God. Then
the things that God wants to have done will actually be accomplished as the Lord Jesus Christ manifests
the glory of God in full view of the whole creation.

The coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ has been referred to by many people as the blessed
hope. It is the blessed hope with reference to the Lord Jesus Christ's presence. But thereis acertain
element of the blessed hope in every expectation of what God will do. The word of the Lord Jesus says,
"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe aso in me. In my Father's house are many
mansions. if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare aplace for you. And if | go and prepare
aplacefor you, | Will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be also"
(John 14:1-3). That is a blessed thing. It is awonderful expectation. In the first epistle of John we read,
"It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him;
for we shall see him as heis. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself* (1 John 3:2-3).

The Christian has the confident expectation that he is going to meet the Lord face to face. | do not
know for surethat | will be here alive on the earth when the Lord Jesus comes. Some persons will be. |
may have fallen asleep in Jesus, but just as surely as God is in heaven and the Lord Jesus comes, | will
be raised to meet Him. Thisisthe scriptural promise, and the Christian can cherish the blessed hope of
expectation of meeting the Lord.

Songs have been written about the blessed hope. "When we all get to heaven, What a day of re-
joicing that will be!" "When al my labors and trials are o'er, And | am safe on that beautiful shore, Just to
be near the dear Lord | adore, Will through the ages be glory for me." There are many such songs which
Christians have used to express their expectation that God will one day manifest His glory, take them to
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Himself, and vindicate every one who has put his trust and faith in the Lord.

When the Lord Jesus comes again, He will come suddenly. It will be in such atime as man thinks
not that He will come. No one, by any manner of investigation or examination or reason, can possibly say
when that day will be. The day and the hour is not known to any man, but God knows. In the fullness of
time God will again send forth His Son. What is so important to the Christian is that He will come to bless
and take him to Himself.

The blessed hope, when it is cherished, fills the heart with a confident expectation that the futureis
in the hands of God. When the Christian looks forward to the future, to death and life after death, thereis
in his heart a confident expectation that God will do him good. Through the Lord Jesus Christ, God has
prepared the way so that the Christian is going to come into His presencein glory.

RESURRECTION

The Christian believes in "resurrection unto eternal life." The idea of resurrection is more than that
aperson is going to live again. That much is true, but resurrected people will live on a different level.
Being raised from the dead is not a matter of having another chance to do the same thing. Rather, itisa
privilege of living in a situation better than anything ever experienced before.

Jesus of Nazareth is the supreme example. The Son of God took on human flesh and in that flesh
He died. When God raised Him up from the dead, it was confirmed to the whole world that what the Lord
Jesus had said was true. As He raised up the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, so He will raise from the
dead anyone who believesin Him.

There are instances of resurrection in the New Testament other than that of Christ: for example,
the widow's son, the rich man's daughter, and Lazarus. These resurrections, however, were not like the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and they are not like our resurrection. Each one of these people died
again. But when abeliever israised in the Lord Jesus Christ, there will be no second death.

What the resurrection really means is that when aman haslived hislife, God will bring this man
to life again in abody prepared for him by Almighty God. It sounds incredible, but thisis what the Bible
teaches; it is the very essence of the Christian Gospel.

When the Lord Jesus Christ was asked to give the people some sign that would show them that
He was the Son of God, He told them the only sign would be the resurrection of His body. One fact He
expressed over and over again was "Destroy this temple (His body), and in three days| will raise it up"
(John 2:19). He was referring to His physical resurrection, but the spiritual truth is even more profound.
His resurrection shows the power of God to raise the dead, but the spiritual truth isthat a person living as
a human being can pass through the experience of death in human nature to be raised from the dead and
to livein the nature of God. Thisis "resurrection unto eternal life" and it takes place as soon as the person
turns from the things of this world and yields himself to the Lord.

The Bible speaks of the existence one gets from his parentsin thisworld as"life," but when it
speaks of the life that comesinto a person who believesin the Lord Jesus Christ, which is the "life of
God," it callsit "eternal life." Eternal life does not mean life in this world going on forever. It means
thislife coming to an end — dying— and anew life from God that never ends becauseit isfrom God. The
body will pass through the resurrection sometime in the future and it will be changed. The soul also passes
through the resurrection but that happens while | am still living in thisworld. My soul israised in newness
of life the moment the Holy Spirit of God comesto dwell within me.

And now, consider again the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. When He was killed on the
cross at Calvary, His body died. On the day that Jesus was crucified there were two other men, two
thieves, crucified with Him. Those three men were crucified the same way, and they died in the same
way. The Bible does not tell how the soldiers undertook to check on the death of the two thieves, but in
order to make sure that Jesus was dead, they pierced His side with a spear. That pierced body was raised
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from the dead.

But when it was raised from the dead it was different. The resurrection body was enough like the
human body that they could recognize Him. The nail prints werein His hands. The wound wasin His
side. It is commonly thought that this was for identification purposes, and that Almighty God left them
in Him as marks of His great suffering for mankind. But the resurrection body apparently was made of
different stuff.

When the Bible tells of resurrection, it is understood that men's bodies will be raised from the
grave and brought into the presence of God. As discussed in Chapter Five, we should understand that the
people who are raised from the dead are not going to look the way they looked when they died. If some
person suffered in those last days and lost weight until he was weak, frail, and emaciated, heis not going
to look like that when he israised from the dead. If someone was unfortunate enough to lose alimb and
lived his days one-armed or one-legged, when he is raised from the dead he is not going to look like that.
When heis raised from the dead, he will be as he was originally designed. Not only will the body look
different, but it will be made of something different and it will be complete.

The human body is made of the dust of the earth. It is composed of chemicals that are found in the
world (carbon, oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, iron, sulphur, etc.). All these things belong to this world, and
all these things will perish with the world. So will the earthly body of any person. The body will be raised
from the dead, but the new elements which will then be in the body will be everlasting elements of a spiri-
tual, heavenly nature.

A man can have an architect draw up adesign and plan for a house. He can build that house with
wood, or he can build it with stone. It will not make any difference as far as the shape of the planis corn+
cerned. The windows, doors, roof, and everything will be the same shape according to the plan. The
body's structural principleislike that plan, and that is what is going to be raised from the dead. It will
die no more because the stuff that it is made from will not be temporal. In 1 Corinthians, Chapter 15,

Paul saysthat there is anatural body and thereis a spiritual body. The heavenly body isalso called a
glorified body. This body will not experience pain, suffering, and death. The reason may very well be
that the stuff of which the body is made is different. That is the kind of body the Lord Jesus Christ had
when He ascended into heaven.

The new life that is going to be lived in Christ Jesusis different from this life on earth. Heaveniis
different from earth. It isawhole lot better. The resurrection is unto eternadl life. If | have an understanding
of "the resurrection of the body," | will aso have in mind the resurrection of the soul in which | am raised
in newness of life. If | reckon myself indeed to be dead to sin, crucified with Christ, and raised in newness
of life, I will mortify my members here upon earth that | might put on the spiritual ways of living and the
things that belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Every Christian person has the expectation that he is going to be different. Someone may cometo
a Christian person and say to him, "Well, | don't see that you are any different from other human beings.”
That istrue now. He is not any stronger, taller, or bigger than other people, but one of the things the Chris-
tian can know is that he is not going to be as he is now all the time. When his body begins to wear away,
his eyeslose their sight, his muscles are no longer strong, and aches and pains many times bother him, the
Christian has an inward, secret, joyful hope: he knows that he is going to leave this body behind.

The Christian may have personal traits and characteristics that are the same as they were before he
became a believer. It may seem that he is always going to be that kind of person. That may be truein this
world, but one of these daysthat body is going to be put six feet under and | eft right there. Heis going to
live forever in the new body that will be given to him in Christ Jesus. The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
promises that the Christian will share the "resurrection unto eternal life" wherein he will live anew, dif-
ferent lifein Christ to the glory of God
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