Jesus Christ

by Dr. Manford Geor ge Gutzke

IF I want to understand the Christian Gospel | need to know about Jesus Christ. Thereismuchin
matters of faith that is out of this world. God, heaven, eternity are all things that we cannot see with our
eyesor handle with our hands. But Jesus of Nazareth lived in thisworld. It is true He was more than man,
but for our sakes He became a man and lived among men. What He did, He did for men to see; what He
said, He said for men to hear; and what happened to Him was what men did to Him. We need to know
these things if we want to understand the truth of the Gospel.

He came into this world to show us the way to God, the truth about God, and the life that isin
God. Thiswas done so that "whosoever will may come.” God wants all men to know what He is able
and willing to do for anybody that will come to Him. In order that you and | might know enough so that
we could come to God for help if we wanted to do so, Jesus Christ was born of awoman, lived and died
in thisworld.

THE SON OF GOD

The basic element in the word Christian is Christ, which comes from the Greek word Christos
meaning "to christen” or "to anoint." Anointing was a ceremony in which oil was poured on a person,
indicating that that person was set aside for some specific purpose. Therefore, the title Christ was given
to a person who had been anointed for a certain work which He was to do.

We use the word Christ as atitle. It means much the same as the word king or emperor. The
Hebrew word for Christ was Messiah. The word Messiah in the Old Testament means the same as the
word Christ in the New Testament.

Where the word Messiah is used in the Hebrew language and Christ is used in the Greek, Caesar
iIsused in Latin, Kaiser in German, Czar in Russian, and Shah in Persian. Thesetitles are al closely
related to each other. They each refer to someone who has been selected for and installed in acertain
office.

The Old Testament pointed forward to atime when God would send One Specia Person to bring
salvation to His people. Israel expected God would send His Anointed One to rule and to govern His
people, and to set up His Kingdom on the earth. They called this expected Ruler the Messiah. The New
Testament claims Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, whom the Old Testament predicted would come. This
means that Jesus is the One who is appointed of God to do His great work on earth.

When Christ Jesus is spoken of as"Son of God," reference is being made to His origin. He was
"the Son of God" in a sense that He was not "the son of Adam." Thetitle "the son of man" is given to
Christ to show He had a human body. This does not imply that He was a sinner like all men. He was the
"God-Man" but He was not a child of Adam. He was the Son of God. Because He is the Son of God, He
is God.

The Bible speaks of Christians as being "the children of God." Does this mean when we become
Christians we become "sons of God" in the same sense that Christ is "the Son of God"? The answer isa
most emphatic "No!" Christ Jesus alone can be referred to as the Son of God, because He is the only one
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who was "begotten of God." Thereisonly one Son of God who is both God and man. The Godhead is
made up of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The second person in the Godhead is the Son of God,
who became Jesus of Nazareth. Christians become "sons of God" when they are adopted into the family
of God. They are adopted by God when they receive Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord.

Whenever the word son is used, we naturally have in mind the word father. Thisis because they
belong together. The Son of God belongs to the Father, and these two are alike. Jesus Himself said, "'l and
my Father are one."

When Jesus of Nazareth was baptized by John in the river Jordan, avoice from heaven said, "This
is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” In another place we read that a voice from heaven said,
"Thisis my beloved Son: hear him." The Lord Jesus Himself talked about how things were between His
Heavenly Father and Himself. We read that at one time He said, "The Father loveth the Son, and hath
given all thingsinto his hands." On one of His last days on earth before His crucifixion, He prayed, "O,
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which | had with thee before the world was." In
such Bible passages we get the idea that the Son of God is God and was awayswith God. Heis eternally
the Son of God. When He became flesh, He became flesh as Jesus of Nazareth, but He alwayswas the
Son of God. God did not reach out, take just any man, and make that man good enough and strong enough
to bring His will to pass upon earth. He sent His own Son into the world to do that. He sent forth into this
world His only begotten Son as Jesus of Nazareth, whom we call Christ, the Son of the living God. When
we believein Christ as the Son of God we are actually believing in God.

When Jesus of Nazareth was here on earth, He showed that God was willing to come down in
human form to live among men in order that men could come to God. The Lord Jesus is the only begotten
Son, but through Him believers have been adopted into the family of God with Him. As God came down
into the world in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, so He wants men to come up to Him through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus of Nazareth was the human form in which the Son of God dwelt among men. He was the
"Anointed One" of God who in this world was made in the form of man, but never ceased to be the Son
of God. He was the "only begotten” Son of God throughout His earthly ministry. He is the second person
of the Godhead — God the Father in heaven, God the Son, for a short while here on earth as Jesus of Naz-
areth, and God the Holy Spirit, who afterwards came that He might be in the hearts of men.

Some people use the expression "The Christ." The word Christ may be used that way. "The Christ"
IsGod's" Anointed One" and isthetitle given to the Lord Jesus. Worded in that way it carrieswith it the
ideathat this is the One whom God chose and placed in thisworld to do His will.

THE INCARNATION

Jesusis aboy'sname, just as children are named Tom or Henry or William. In Christian talk
when-ever the name Jesusis used it refers to the human being called Jesus who grew up at a particular
timein alittle village called Nazareth. In other words, whenever the name Jesus is used in the New
Testament to refer to our Lord the human form of the Son of God is brought to mind.

The name Jesus is a Greek word. The same name in the Hebrew is Joshua. The name Jesus
appearsin the New Testament and the name Joshua in the Old Testament. The Hebrew name Joshua
isrealy aphrase. It means "God is my Saviour" or "Jehovah is my salvation." The word Jesus freely
translated means "God is my salvation.”

What we mean by theincarnation is very nearly the same meaning asin Jesus, that God became
flesh and took upon Himself the form of man. When the Bible says "the Word was made flesh" it means
that God Himself took on a human form. Thisiswhat is called the incarnation.

When Paul tells what actually took place when the Son of God took a human form he brings out
the idea that the Son of God was originally with God the Father. He then goes on to say that Christ Jesus
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"thought it not robbery to be equal with God." This means "He did not think it athing to be grasped to
remain equal with God." The word robbery pictures someone grasping or snatching something. And so
Paul is saying that the Son of God who was God with God the Father did not think that it was something
to be snatched at, something to be grasped, or something to be clutched to Himself to remain equal with
God. He did not try to maintain His position, "But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Through this entire passageit is
made clear that this Person existed before He was born in Bethlehem. He was with God the Father. Be-
cause He had in mind to do the Father'swill, He left His heavenly place with the Father and came into
thisworld. The old hymn sumsit up:

Out of theivory palaces,

Into aworld of woe,

Only His great eternal love

Made my Saviour go.
No human being ever came into the world the way Jesus came. No human being is ever thought of as
having lived before and himself deciding to come into the world. Y et thisis what the Son of God is
reported as doing. The important idea here is that Jesus was the Son of God before He ever became
Jesus of Nazareth. He existed from all eternity.

It was Jesus who in Gethsemane prayed to His Father and accepted His Father's will that He
should be shut away from the presence of His Father in order to atone for man's sins. It was Jesus who
went through human death and experienced separation from His Father. It was Jesus whom they took
from Calvary'scross and laid His body in the grave. But all the time Jesus was the Son of God.

It was the very fact that the Lord Jesus Christ lived before He came into this world that made it
so that He could not be born in the ordinary way, and He was not. The Bible teaches that He was "born
of avirgin." The birth of Jesus of Nazareth is mentioned only twice in the New Testament. It is recorded
in the first chapter of Matthew and in the first chapter of Luke, and each time it plainly saysthat He was
born of avirgin. John simply says He was "born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God." We cannot fully understand how Almighty God could become a Babe in Bethlehem,
but our difficulty in understanding this action of God does not changeit in any way.

The only thing that was missing in the Lord Jesus Christ while He was on earth as Jesus of Naza-
reth was His glory. On the Mount of Transfiguration His glory was revealed for afew moments. Peter,
James, and John were with Him, and they saw that "his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was
white asthe light." Moses and Elijah were there talking with Him while these three Apostles were given
aglimpse of the true glory of the Son of God which was veiled from their eyeswhile He was here on
earth. What makes the suffering of the Lord Jesus Christ so tremendous? Isit not that He was the Son
of God? What makes His yielding to wicked men so amazing? Isit not that He was the Son of God?

When Peter told Jesus that He should not go to the cross, Jesus answered Peter by saying, "Get
thee behind me, Satan." Jesus had plainly told his disciples that He was going to die. When the time
actually came for Him to be taken by the soldiers and arrest- ed, however, Peter drew his sword and was
willing to attack the whole Roman company to defend his Lord. Jesus told him to put up his sword, and
added, "Thinkest thou that | cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than
twelve legions of angels?' Certainly this plainly shows He was actually the Son of God. It is difficult to
understand the humility of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth. We must remember that Jesus of
Nazareth was alwayswith God and that He was God. In the human form of Jesus He yielded Himself
and became obedient even to death. And this He was willing to do for us that He might show usthe love
of God and win us to put our trust in Him that we might be saved.
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HIS EARTHLY MINISTRY

Thelife of the Lord Jesus Christ upon earth is commonly referred to as the earthly ministry of
Jesus of Nazareth. Thisisavery general way of speaking. So far as is known, Jesus the Babe in Bethle-
hem was just like any other normal baby. He sat on His mother's knee. After returning to Galilee from
Egypt with His parents, Joseph and Mary, He grew up in the town of Nazareth. Nothing is written to
suggest anything extraordinary. The Bible does not describe the life of Jesus as a boy, but gives only a
glimpse of what hap-pened by telling about one brief incident which occurred when He was twelve years
of age.

At that time He accompanied His parents to Jerusalem. Since He had reached the required age to
be received as one of the men in the Jewish community, they put him through a sort of ceremony. This
was when He was sitting with the doctors and asking them questions. Actually, the religious leaders were
there to ask Jesus gquestions much the same as any of our young people would be examined for church
member-ship after having completed a course of study in a Communicants Class. Inthis case, it turned
out that even though He was only a boy, He was asking the questions of the leaders and was astonishing
them.

This story goes on to tell how Jesus became engrossed in talking with the doctors. When it was
time to leave for Nazareth, Joseph and Mary did not look for Him, for they supposed He was with some
of the relatives traveling in the caravan. After having traveled "aday'sjourney" they looked for Jesus and
did not find Him in the family group. They had to go all the way back to Jerusalem, and there they found
Him sitting in the Temple listening to the doctors and asking them questions. Mary took Him aside and
said, "Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and | have sought thee sorrowing.” Jesus
said to Mary, "How isit that ye sought me? wist ye not that | must be about my Father's business?' How-
ever, we read further that Jesus went down with them to Nazareth and was subject to them in all things.

Thisincident is the only glimpse the Bible gives of the Lord Jesus from the time He was alittle
child brought back by Joseph from Egypt at the age of four or five or even less, until He was thirty years
of age. The Bible does not mention anything about His youth. That is not important. The Lord Jesus was
not living His life in this world the way human beings live their lives. He was the Son of God, and He was
brought into this world for a purpose, to give Hislife aransom for many. He came into this world to seek
and to savethelost. To do that he would have to die in His human form.

At the age of thirty, Jesus began His public ministry. We may be sure that in those thirty years He
was human in every way as we are, fashioned like us, made like us, and was "in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin.” When the Bible says "yet without sin,” it is saying atremendous thing. Certainly
no human being can ever imagine what thoughts guided the mind of Jesus of Nazareth. Since the Lord
Jesus Christ was without sin, there is no need for me to try to figure out what He thought.

| personally think that Jesus of Nazareth suffered in the course of His entire life. What would hap-
pen to a boy who would alwaystell the truth? What would happen to a boy among other boys, who would
never do anything wrong? What would happen to a boy who would not fight to defend himself? Would
such aone not lead alonely life? The description of the Suffering Servant in Isaiah 53 very likely not only
picturesthe last three years of Jesus life in His public ministry , but probably characterizes attitudes and
receptions He encountered all the way through His earthly life.

At about thirty years of age, He began to preach; and when He preached, He preached like John the
Baptist. He preached like a prophet of the Old Testament. He preached that God, who made a covenant
with Abraham and with David, and who gave the law to Moses, was the living and true God and that all
men should be genuinely, sincerely obedient to Him at all times. His preaching in itself attracted attention,
but what really startled people and caused them to notice Him were His works, the miracles which He per-
formed. The Gospels clearly show that in the days of His public ministry He exercised power and control
over nature and over the lives of men. The element of the supernatural in the ministry of the Lord Jesus
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Christ cannot be denied.

In the first thirty years, Jesus probably lived very much like other people and did the things that
other people would have done, but the Bible does not tell about them. When the Bible beginsto tell about
the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, every single work recorded is awork that could be done only by super-
natural power.

One could say, "Well, | suppose He fed the poor." If anyone thinks Jesus fed the poor by taking
some of His own food and giving it to them, that will be hisown imagination. The Bible does not say that.
What it relatesis that Jesus took the lunch of alittle boy, blessed it and fed five thousand people (Matt.
14:15-21). No human being could do that.

If it isthought that He helped people who were sick, certainly He did. But, if by helping people
who were sick it is thought that He did awork such as the Good Samaritan did (L uke 10:30-37), that He
stayed with them, took care of them, eased their suffering by pouring in oil and wine, this too would be
left to one's imagination. The Bible nowhere states that He ever applied any such treatment to anyonein
trouble. When the leper came and said, "Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean,” Jesus touched him
and said, "1 will; be thou clean." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. No mere human being could
do that.

Jesus showed an amazing power over nature and the things of thisworld. Even the people who
were with Him were astonished. He commanded the storm at sea, "Peace, be still" and it stopped. Those
who were around Him said, "What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?"

A woman who had been sick for twelve yearswith an issue of blood and had spent all of her living
on the doctors but was not helped saw Jesus passing and said in her heart, "1f | may but touch his clothes,
| shall be whole." She went to Him and touched the hem of His garment. Jesus turned around and said,
"Who touched my clothes?' His disciples said, " Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou,
Who touched me?* (Mark 5:30-31). Ah! but there had been one who had touched Him in a different way,
and the woman knowing she had been healed came forward and fell trembling at His feet. She had merely
said, "If | could just touch the hem of His garment, | would be well," and He told her to rise up and go her
way, that her sins would be forgiven because of her faith.

Consider also His control over demons. Over and over He showed authority over demons and
power to deliver human beings from their control. Men are skeptical today about such things but there
IS no question that thisis what the Bible says.

No doubt the most awe-inspiring acts of Jesus were instances when He raised the dead to life. He
warned all people that His acts of complete control over natural and spiritual elements showed He was
God and was serving His Father in heaven. The earthly ministry of Jesus Christ shows evidence that God
was with Him and He was doing the will of His Father.

HIS DEATH

Thelife of the Lord Jesus Christ upon earth was marked by a strange outlook. He came into the
world to die.

Of course death comesto all people, but most persons put it off aslong as possible. But the Lord
Jesus came for the simple reason that He would die to save souls.

Shortly after Jesus had begun His public ministry, His disciples took Him to show Him the temple
that was being built by Herod. Everyonein Jerusalem seemed interested in it; but Jesus made a comment
which to His disciples sounded very strange. He said, "Destroy this temple, and in three days| will raiseit
up." His hearers did not then understand what he meant, but after the crucifixion and His resurrection they
understood that He was speaking of the temple of His body. So we see that from the very beginning of His
public ministry He knew He would die and that He would rise from the dead. The greatest thing the Lord
Jesus Christ did wasto lay down Hislife "aransom for many." Death was something that Jesus knew was
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coming. He knew it was in the will of His Father that He should die in order to save those who would
believe in Him.

The meaning of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ can be partly felt as we read of the Garden of
Gethsemane. His agony there was not because He was afraid of death. Death of the body would not have
mattered to Him, but in His death there was to be a separation from His Father. The eternal Son of God
who loved the Father, and the Father who loved the Son, were to be separated, while the Lord Jesus took
man's place and suffered for him the consequences of his sins. Sin alienates man from God. When the
Lord Jesus Chrig was made sin on man's behalf, the sin that was placed on Him took Him away from the
presence of God the Father.

On the cross, Jesus cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?' No doubt the idea
of the Father's apparent forsaking of His Son raises a question: how could this be? We need to remember
that in waysthat go beyond human understanding, the Lord Jesus was made sin on our behalf. We know
that God is unable to behold evil. So at the time the Lord Jesus Christ died for sinners, He was evidently
in the presence of God bearing man's sinsin Himself. The Father would have nothing to do with Him
because of the sins. The Father apparently turned away and let Him die. In that separation the Lord Jesus
Christ experienced the terrible agony and suffering which was so hard for Him to bear as He thought
about it in Gethsemane.

The Bible tells us that while praying in Gethsemane Jesus asked the Father to spare Him if that
were possible. Jesus was praying that if there was any other way to save sinners, any way other than by
His separation from the Father, let it be done that way. But regardiess of His own wishes, if it was neces-
sary for Him to die in order to save sinners, He asked God's will to be done. Thereis a great lesson for
Christiansto learn from this prayer of the Lord Jesus. The Bible tells us "L et your requests be made
known unto God." The request of the Lord Jesus Christ in Gethsemane was "Father, if it be possible, take
away this cup from me." That was His request, but that was not His prayer. His prayer was, "Nevertheless
not what | will, but what thou wilt." The Lord Jesus came out of the Garden with peace which He could
share with others. When once He openly yielded to the will of His Father, He was able to face death with-
out any concern.

The question is often asked: If the Lord Jesus knew what the Father promised Him, why was He
distressed? The answer involves an understanding of love. Jesus was distressed apparently because He
was to be separated from the One He loved, and to think of such separation would be agony.

The death of Jesus was a vicarious sacrifice. The word vicarious means "He took my place.” |
should have been judged for sin; Jesus should have gone free, but He moved over in my place, took my
sin on Him, and was judged for my sin so that | could go free. | who deserved to die was allowed to go
free, and Jesus who de- served to live came and died in my place. Thisis the significance of the death of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Thisisthe Good News, the Gospel, which we preach over the whole world. It is
just astrue for everyone and for anyoneasit is for me. "Whaosoever believeth in him shall not perish, but
have everlasting life."

HIS RESURRECTION

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is perhaps the greatest event in all history .Perhaps | am
no different from any other person who is earnest, sincere and honest with himself when | wish that | were
better than | am. | would like to be free from the things that hinder, bother, and lead me into trouble. Now
| am thrilled to realize it is possible for me to be free. Freedom from everything that hinders or that hurts
Is made possible by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

What actually happened in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ was that a body which died
was raised from the dead different from what it wasin life. A body that had died was raised into a better
life than it had before. The resurrection is not so much that man gets a second start. It is that man gets
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another start on adifferent basis, better than anything he ever had before. Thisisto be seen in the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus.

The story of the resurrection is familiar to us all: Jesus was put to death on the crossin the way
we call crucifixion. Thiswas not an uncommon event. It was the way all criminals were put to death in
those dayswhen Jesus lived. To usit isacruel, rough way of doing, but the point is that His body was
killed and the soldiers checked to make sure He was dead. They pierced His side with a spear to be
positively certain He was dead. Then they certified His body as actually dead. After that Hewaslaid in
the tomb. Thisisthe whole story of what happened as far as the action of the soldiers went.

Today the bodies of the dead are buried in graves usually underground. We need to remember
that when Jesus was buried, He was put in atomb which is similar to avault. It was a cave in the side
of ahill, large enough for a man to walk into.

The body of Jesus was wrapped in linen cloth, so His friends could wait until after the Sabbath
Day to embalm Him with perfume after the custom of that time. The dead body of Jesus lay in the grave
for three days, and when they came to embalm Him it was gone. The grave clothes were lying folded on
one side. They did not know what had happened. They thought maybe someone had stolen the body away.

When the Lord Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene later that morning, she thought He was the gar-
dener. Jesus called her by name, and suddenly she knew who it was. Mary hurried to the disciples and said
she had seen the Lord, but they did not believe her. None of them were ready to believe such a story.

That same night, however, while they were all together in aroom with the door shut, Jesus appear-
ed in their midst. They were lerrified. They thought they saw a ghost, an apparition of some sort. Jesus
spoke to reassure them, "Peace be unto you . . . Behold my hands and my feet that it is | myself: handle
me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." When He saw that some of them
still wondered and apparently could not believe, He said, "Have ye here any meat?' The Bible saysthey
gave Him apiece of a broiled fish, and a honeycomb. He took the food and ate it before them. We would
call this a scientific demonstration that they could trust their eyesight. They were not being fooled. A man
might imagine seeing a ghost, but a ghost would not eat a piece of fish. There must have been a body there
to eat that food. After this demonstration Jesus disappeared from their midst.

Thomas had not been with them the night Jesus appeared, and when he was told what happened,
he would not believeit. He said, "Except | shall seein his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger
into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, | will not believe." Eight days|ater they were

all together again. Thomas was present this time. The Lord Jesus appeared, went immediately to Thomas,
and said, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my
side: and be not faithless but believing." Thomas was completely convinced, and fell at His feet saying,
"My Lord and my God."

The Bible does not |eave room for any idea other than that the body of Jesus Christ was raised
from the dead. While it was the same body with nail prints and spear wound, it was now made of different
stuff. Before His resurrection, Jesus did not appear and disappear at will. He did not pass through closed
doors. However, after His resurrection He could do these things. Thisisimportant because in our resurrec-
tion we will be like Him.

Consider also the ascension of the Lord Jesus. His body was taken up away from this earth beyond
the clouds into heaven. This brings up questions. | used to wonder: Where would Jesus get oxygen to
breathe? What | needed to realize was that Jesus did not have the kind of body that needed oxygen. He did
not have the kind of body that needed food. He could eat food, but He did not need it. He had a body that
Paul describes as a "heavenly" body in 1 Corinthians 15. After His resurrection Jesus had the kind of body
believers are going to have when they are raised from the dead, because the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ was the first-fruits of the resurrection from the dead which all believerswill experience. All shall
be changed as He was changed in the nature of His body.
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Itisimportant to realize that all shall be changed, for someone might think that when people are
raised from the dead they will be as they were when last seen in thisworld. At that time they may have
been suffering from illness, weak, emaciated by disease. Their bodies may have been very frail. Their
resurrected bodies will not be frail. No disease and weakness can come to them. If somebody by some
misfortune lost aleg in thisworld, he will not have just one leg in the resurrection. If somebody by some
mishap was blinded, he will not be raised from the dead with eyesthat cannot see. Those raised from the
dead, having had faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, will have bodies like His body which is called
aglorified body. The body that belonged to this earth was ashes and dust, but the body that was raised
from the dead was a body of spiritual reality and heavenly substance. This spiritual body could appear
and disappear at will and ascend into heaven in apparent defiance of the laws of gravitation.

Another life, better than this one, is available to all who put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Such persons will be raised from the dead. The resurrection brings out the truth that thereislife after
death. Death is not the final end for anybody. The body will be raised from the dead when the Lord Jesus
Christ returns.

Thereis also such athing as death of the spirit. Death can occur in the whole personality, body,
soul and spirit. The spirit can be raised from the dead, and it is so raised when oneis born again. The
Bible speaks of believers being "quickened" who once were dead in trespasses and sins.

Resurrection, living again after death, will occur to al men, both the just and the unjust. In the
case of the believer, the resurrection will be to newness of life. "We shall be like him" (1 John 3:2) .How
can aperson live again? Thiswas very hard for me to grasp when | first seriously considered the Gospel.
It helped me to believe thiswhen | reflected on the first birth. The God that made me out of nothing the
first time should be able to make me again in the resurrection if He wanted to do so. The God that raises
men from the dead is the God who made men out of nothing. He is Almighty God.

HIS ASCENSION

The ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ is seldom understood for what it really means. Thisword
refers to the occasion when the body of the Lord Jesus Christ was taken from this world up into heaven.
That was truly an amazing event.

In our study of the resurrection we noted that it was the resurrected body of the Lord Jesus which
ascended into heaven. In this world His body was composed of the elements of the earth; now it is made
of heavenly, spiritua elements. When the Lord Jesus Christ died on Calvary's cross, He went through the
experience of human death with an earthly body. When He was raised from the dead, He wasraised in a
body that does not die. He has a spiritual body which is alive now.

The truth of eternal lifeisdifficult for the human mind to understand; for the mind is, for the most
part, limited by the senses. Into this mind is thrust the idea that Jesus of Nazareth, who died and was
raised from the dead nearly two thousand years ago, is alive today. The Bible is very smple and clear
when it states, "He shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God." At the end of the forty days,
while He was speaking to them and blessing them, "He was taken up; and a cloud received him out of
their sight.”

The Scriptures tell us of two instances in the Old Testament when a human body was taken
directly into heaven. Beforethe flood, it is related that "Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for
God took him." The New Testament says, "By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death;
and was not found, because God had translated him" (Heb. 11:5). Trandate is a very good word to use.
If aman geaksin Russian and his words are translated into English, those words are not Russian any
more. They are changed. It can be assumed that everything that happened to the body of Jesus Christ at
the resurrection happened to the body of Enoch. The Bible does not tell us any more about Enoch than

www.thebibleforyou.org 8 © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke



that he was taken into the presence of God. His body was taken from this world and translated from the
natural body into a spiritual body.

The narrative describing the departure of Elijah from this world pictures a much more dramatic
event. Elijah was with Elisha, who was to be his successor, "And it came to pass, as they still went on,
and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder;
and Elijah went up by awhirlwind into heaven." There is much about each of these events we do not
know, but there can be no doubt as to what happened.

The ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ is presented in amuch clearer, precise way because prepa
ration was made for His ascension by the resurrection from the dead. It has been emphasized that the body
after the resurrection was of different stuff. This body was taken up from the earth in full view of people
and in apparent defiance of the laws of gravity. It is not known that the law of gravitation was broken,
because the kind of stuff of which that body was made is not known. Occasionally some magician claims
to be able to make a body float. The technical term for that islevitation. That is not involved in the ascen-
sion. Jesus' body was actually taken away out of this world. He had appeared and disappeared at will for
forty days. He could have been taken into heaven at any of His disappearances, but God did not want it
that way. God wanted man to see the transition taking place. He wanted a witness to the act of the body's
leaving this world and being taken into the other world. God had this thing done when it could be seen so
that men could understand it in their minds.

After His ascension into heaven, the Bible refers to Christ as sitting at the right hand of God. The
expression "at the right hand of God" does not refer to alocation. It isaterm of special privilege with
God. It isaposition of power. Christ is right next to His Father. There are many things about heaven
which man does not understand. From what God has allowed to be revealed, it can be said that the Lord
Jesus Christ iswith the Father. He isin personal fellowship with the Father as one person would be stand-
ing or sitting alongside another person in thisworld. Asfar asthe location of heaven is concerned, that is
something which God has kept secret. Here we do well to remember that " The secret things belong unto
the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we
may do all the words of thislaw" (Deut. 29:29).

The ascension of the Lord Jesus was witnessed and recorded so that man might know that thereis
aworld other than this one and that Jesus Christ isin it. If | could remember day in and day out that there
isaworld other than this one, this world would not bother me so much. If | would just keep in mind that
thereis alife other than this one, this life would not trouble me so much when things go badly with me.
Thislifeisnot going to last. The other life will last forever. Heavenisreal, and every believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ is going there. We have that expectation. In that other world there are persons with whom
fellowship will be had. God isthere. The Lord Jesus Christ is there. The Apostle Paul says, "But | would
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others
which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him."

The promise of God isthat all men shall have their bodies raised from the dead. Jesus Christ is
now alive at the right hand of God. Man, too, will live again in the presence of God. At the present time
at the right hand of God, the Lord Jesus isinterceding for us. By His Holy Spirit, He can make me aware
of His presence with me now. This means | can become conscious of His presence herein thisworld. The
Lordisreally alive and in the presence of God, and His presenceis actually with us. In the presence of
God,. Christ Jesus is waiting to return to this world.

When | keep these thingsin mind, lifein this world can never be the same for me. Just as Jesus
Christ was raised from this world and taken into the presence of God, so will al of uswho put our faith
and trust in Him be raised from this world and taken into the presence of God.
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THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

The Lord Jesus Christ definitely belongs to a certain group of people here on earth. The Bible
speaks of Him as being the Head of the church. Christ's position as Head of the church must not be
thought of as a position to which oneis selected. Christ is the Head of the church in the same sense that
a human body has a head. This meansthereis afunctional relationship between Christ and His people
on earth. Theliving Lord Jesus Christ in heaven thinks for, guides, and directs the activities of His people
here on earth.

Sometimes when meetings are held to decide and vote on some policy regarding something in the
church, prayer is made that the Lord Jesus Christ as the Head of the church will give guidance to help the
church in making the right decision. That is avery proper prayer, but somehow it does not cover all that
the Lord Jesus Christ isdoing. He not only overrules to bring the right decisions to pass, but He actually
guides the thinking of each member.

When | believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, accept Him as my Saviour, acknowledge Him as my
Lord, and am inwardly minded to be obedient and willing to do Hiswill, He sends His Holy Spirit into
my heart. The Holy Spirit works in the Christian that which is well-pleasing in the sight of God. When
the Holy Spirit isinwardly moving me to do certain things, thisis by the will of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The common problem of the average Christian is that, although he is a child of God in Christ Jesus
in the Holy Spirit, yet aslong as he livesin thisworld heis achild of his parents and achild of Adam in
the flesh. Every Christian has some inward conflict between being a child of Adam (achild of the flesh)
and being achild of God (achild of the Spirit).

The truth of the matter is that even though | am a Christian, | still have what is known as the old
man or the old nature, as well asthe new man or the new nature. The old nature in me makes me con-
cerned about what | am going to do as a human being. The psychol ogists and sociologists would try to
help me figure out the answer from a human point of view. They claim that if they know where aman
was born, whom he grew up with, whom he has been going around with, and what is happening to him
at the present time, they can very nearly tell what heis going to do. The Christian with areal relationship
with the Lord Jesus Christ will be a puzzle to any psychologist or sociologist on the face of the earth. The
Christian is going to do some things for which there is neither rhyme nor reason so far asthisworld is
concerned.

Thereis no way in human thinking to explain why a person will take money that he has worked
for, earned, and saved, and give it to be shared with peoplein Africa, in Brazil, in Mexico, in Korea.
Others would use that money for themselves, but this person givesit to missions because he feels inward-
ly moved to do it. Sometimes the Christian is conscious of that inward movement. Perhaps in a church
service, the words of the sermon prompt one to action. But many times the Christian is not even conscious
of what is happening when he finds himself thinking in his heart, "I am going to have to do this." The
Christian is being inwardly moved to do these things by the One who is the Head of the church.

Christ isthe Head of the believer the way the physical head is the head of the arm, the hand, or
the foot. The actions of the hands are decided by the head. The head wills to do and the hands do as they
arewilled to do, if the man is healthy and well. If a man gets to the place where he cannot move, heis
pardyzed; heissick. Also, if the hands act when the man does not want them to, he has "a case of
nerves'; heisreally sick. If, however, the members of the body are under control and are obedient to
the head, then they act according to the way man wants them to act.

It is the same way between the Christian and the Lord Jesus Christ. If | belong to Christ in away
which is sound and healthy and true, my actions will be motivated and guided by Him. Christians belong
to each other as members of Christ's body, and He is the Head of the body.

The Lord Jesus Christ is alive and in the presence of God. He is seated at the right hand of God,
having communion with His Father. It is the will of the Lord Jesus to do His Father's will. When the will
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of the Lord Jesus is manifested in me by the Holy Spirit, | have the desire to be well-pleasing in the sight
of God. This desireto be well-pleasing in God's sight is the Lord's moving in me to do this thing. When |
try to express my thoughts in prayer, my thoughts may be inadequate, they may even be wayward, and |
may not be able to express exactly what | have in my heart; but while | am praying to the Father, the will
of the Lord Jesus Christ who isin the presence of God will affect my own praying. The Lord Jesus always
says"Thy will be done." In that sense, as Head of the church, He inclines me to do the will of God. The
will of the living Lord Jesus Christ is the Christian's motivating power. At this very moment and always,
Christ wills to do the will of God, and al | need to do isto yield myself to Him. Christ is now in heaven
in the very holy place of God, and there He is as a high priest interceding on my behalf. He not only inter-
cedes on behalf of my sins, Heis actually interceding for what | an to do. He is interceding on behalf of
each Christian'sindividual problems.

Let meillustrateit in this manner. Let us say that | am to live through tomorrow. In that twenty-
four hours there will be many things which | will face, decisions | must make, situations | must live
through. The Lord Jesus Christ, in the presence of God, knows all about my problem tomorrow. He knows
the course | am going to take. It istheinfinite Lord, who is never weary nor overcome and who shall not
fail or be discouraged, who is praying to His Father and prays me into the will of God. When tomorrow
unfolds, the only thing | in my human consciousness can contribute is a humble willingness to be obedient
and to follow Hiswill. He guides me. | may not always understand why or how, but | can alwaysyield. |
can yield in complete confidence because He has planned what will come to me to do. He has prepared
the good works in which | am to serve Him. He sets up the situation, and | am moved to do my little part
in obedience to Him. That is my place of service.

Often we feel it would be wonderful if every time a Christian did something it amounted to a
notable victory. We think it would be afinething if every single play made in a game scored a touch-
down. We imagine awonderful way to live the day through would be for everything to be marvelously
successful. But things do not work out that way. While the Lord Jesus Christ was here on earth, He was
perfect and did the will of His Father at all times; yet He had days of sorrow and grief. If | chooseto live
along with Him, | too will have sorrows and grief; but | will never be alone. The Christian can rejoice in
the Lord because hisjoy isin Him. Christ is his Saviour and his Lord. Everythingis safein Him, and the
Christian belongs to Him. The believer goes through each day walking in the will of God because Christ
in the presence of God is interceding on his behalf.

HIS COMING AGAIN

When thinking about the Lord Jesus Chrigt, it is natural to think of His earthly career. He was born
as ababe in Bethlehem; He taught, performed miracles, and did astonishing things; He suffered death. The
grave did not hold Christ, however, for the Bible reveals His resurrection, His ascension, and His presence
at the right hand of God. And this can seem to be the complete story.

But the Scriptures further promise that the Lord Jesus Christ will come again. Christ first came as
aservant in humility. He will come again as aking in glory .The prophets foretold that Christ was coming
once, and a great many people did not believeit. Christians say He did come; many do not believeit. The
Bible saysHe is coming again, and there are many who do not believe that. All the truths that are in the
Gospel —the reality of heaven, God, the soul, eterndl life, the resurrection, the ascension, His being at the
right hand of God — prepare man to believe that from the presence of God, Christ will come.

Sometimes the second coming of Christ isreferred to as the second advent. The word advent is not
acommon English word. It means coming in or coming forth. Some churches recognize one Sunday in the
year as Advent Sunday, on which the first coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is remembered. The second
advent is His coming again.

Heis coming as a person. He will, as Acts 1:11 states, be "this same Jesus' who was seen going
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into heaven who will come. People often have the idea that spreading the influence of the Gospel isthe
same as the coming of the Lord Jesus. These two ideas are not the same. When speaking about Christ's
coming again, the Bible means to say He will come again in person.

The coming of the Lord may be thought sometimes to be the Lord's coming into our personal ex-
perience. This could happen when severa people have been planning or working on some projects of
service. Maybe they started thinking as human beings, worked along for alength of time, and then paused
for aperiod of prayer. They had been trying to figure the matter out for themselves, but now they wait, as
it were, for the coming of the Lord. They ask the Lord to take ahand in this thing and to take over the
leadership of it in such away that they no longer feel they are doing it themselves but Heis doing it. The
Lord's participation could be thought of in that way, but thisis not afulfillment of the promise of His
return. The fulfillment of that promiseis that the body which left this world in the ascension is the body
that isto return.

When the Bible speaks of Christ's coming again in power and glory, it is made plain that this com-
ing will be greatly different from His coming as the Babe of Bethlehem. On that occasion He camein
humility. He had emptied Himself of His glory .Christ was seen in glory on the Mount of Transfiguration
when Peter, James and John were with Him. Glory shone around Him. When He comes again He will
comein glory.

Poets sometimes describe the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ as the coming of a beggar to the
door. It isintimated that the way the person treats a beggar would be the way he would treat the Lord if
it were the Lord who was there. We may well appreciate what the poet is trying to say. He may even be
attempting to convey the thought the Lord Jesus expressed in "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Theideaisthat if | neglect to help the beggar, | have
refused Christ. If, however, | do help the beggar, then | have honored Christ. The Lord Jesus takes man's
rejection or acceptance of the beggar personally. Thisisthe general ideathat if a person helps the poor, he
is helping Christ; if he ignores the poor, heisignoring Christ; because Christ is concerned with the poor.
No matter how true such emphasis may be, thisis not the meaning of Christ's coming in power and glory.

When Christ comesin power and in glory, He will be herein person. He will be herein away
which the Bible describes as brighter than the noonday sun. There will be nothing of the beggar about
Him when He comes in glorious majesty. Some people have seen Christ since He has ascended into heav-
en. One of those who saw Him was Saul, the Pharisee. Y ou will remember how Saul was on hisway to
Jerusalem by way of Damascus when "there shined around about him alight from heaven: And hefell to
the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 'Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, 'Who art
thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 'l am Jesus whom thou persecutest.' " This experience blinded Saul. John,
who wrote the Revelation, saw Christ on the Isle of Patmos and he "fell at hisfeet as dead." Christ now is
glorified and will never be seen apart from His glory.

When talking about seeing the Lord Jesus Christ, a Christian may at timesin his enthusiasm say he
wishes that the Lord would reveal Himself. From the standpoint of working with men and letting the Holy
Spirit minister to men's hearts, taking the humble effort of the Christian witness and turning such into
something powerful and strong, this could be al well and good. But, before asking the Lord Jesus to
reveal Himself, | should be prepared for something terrific. It would be alight that would blind the eyes.
No human being has been able to stand in His presencein glory. It isasif onetook an ordinary electric
appliance and ran power through it that was a hundred times stronger than it was built to use. That appli-
ancewould just burn out. Thisis exactly how Christ's appearance would affect man. We need not dwell
longer on that. When the time comes that the Lord will be revealed, we will be changed. To those who
believe, it will be awonderful, glorious thing; but it will be terrible to those who do not believe; because
He will be coming to judge all men, both the quick and the dead.

When Christ comes, He will also receive His own to Himself. Paul saysthat, at the sound of the
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trumpet announcing His coming, the dead in Christ shall risefirst and then those who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them and so shall they ever be with the Lord.

The second coming of Christ is something the believer can carry in his mind and cherish. Itisin
the plan of God. But long ago my father-in-law warned me not to let my mind settle itself only on the time
when Christ would come back to thisworld. He said it would be far more wholesome for me to think in
terms of the time when I will go to see Him. The Lord may not come back for athousand years, but | am
going to see Him long before that, because every Christian person when absent from the body is present
with the Lord. The Christian is not far from seeing the Lord at any time.

Theworld is also going to see Him, because He is coming back to earth to show Himself. Every
eye shall see Him. "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above
every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of thingsin heaven, and thingsin earth, and
things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father" (Phil. 2:9-11).
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