TheWholeArmor of God

(Ephesians 6:10-15)

by Dr. Manford Geor ge Gutzke

Thelife of a Christian is actually awarfare in which the believer is beset by a cunning, artful, persist-
ent foe in the Devil. Fortunately God has provided an adequate armor which will enable the Christian to
emerge victorious in the conflict.

Be Strong in theLord

Do you think there would be any difference in a woman's spiritual experience because of the way she
treated her maid?

Isit not true that when we read the word "masters’ in the Bible we generally think of men? Perhaps we
think of aforeman working with day laborers. However, when Paul writes to "masters,” he is talking not
only to the superintendent of the mill, but also to the housewife who has amaid. He is writing to anyone
who has an employee.

And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master alsoisin
heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him (6:9)

When Paul writes this way, he is not warning me of losing my salvation, but of me missing my spir-
itual blessing. When Paul writes"Y e masters, do the samethings unto them," what does he mean by "the
same things'? We have noted above that Paul emphasized that if the believer were an employee, he should
treat hisboss asif he were dealing with Christ. At once some may say, "That is not practical, it will not
work." In answer to all such | would ask, would you be blessed of God? Would you seek to be blessed
spiritualy? Remember Paul is speaking to believers.

The believer in all things should be considerate. He should not do anything outwardly just for show,
but always from the heart, and for the sake of Christ Jesus. Why is thisimportant? Because God sees, and
He will not let the believer get away with treating someone else harshly. The Bible makes it clear from
beginning to end. If aman actualy is unkind to the poor, God will be unkind to him. If aman is actually
harsh with those working for him, God will be harsh in working with that man. He will not bless any
person who mistreats others. Thisis an important principle to remember.

Believersare to conduct management in such away as to win the Lord's approval. Some yearsago |
read of an investigation being conducted into the way corporations were doing business. A corporation
executive was asked why the corporation did certain things in a certain way. This man replied very
simply, "Y ou know corporations are not run for the glory of God." Someone may say, "That isterrible."
But isn't it true? Many people would feel ailmost as if you were joking if you asked them to run their
business for the glory of God.

Y et thisisthe very reason that it is so important for us to realize that if God is to bless us, we must
conduct our business in such away that the Lord will approve our actions. | can remember an occasion
when | tried to do something for people working for me and others would say to me, "Y ou don't haveto
act that way toward your hired man. Y ou pay them their wages, etc.” But | was always mindful of that
passage in the Bible which saysthat the godly man has regard for the life of his beasts. A believing man
would not kick adog, or beat a horse. Certainly he would not put his employees through unnecessary
hardships.
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Paul continues to say, "Do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening.” In other words, don't
threaten them with theloss of their jobsif they don't do what you say. Instead, be kind and considerate.
Paul will tell you why. Y ou should remember you have a"Boss" in heaven and He sees you. Y ou may
have men working under you here, but you work under the Lord up there.

Paul has discussed in this portion of Scripture three pairs of people — six classes of people; wives and
husbands, children and parents, servants and masters. He has pointed out for each one of them what they
should do to be filled with the Spirit. If | am to have the blessing of God, | need a Christian walk. As
someone has said, | must put feet on my prayers. | must be saturated with Scripture, "speaking to your-
selvesin psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord." |
need to practice thanksgiving, "giving thanks alwaysfor all things unto God and the Father," and | must
submit myself to others. These are the practical waysin which one can actu3;lly prepare for the blessing
of God.

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might" (Eph. 6:10). Paul is saying,
"I have no question about your personal faith in Christ; but, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of His might. You will need strength to yield yourself, you will need strength to deny yourself, you
will need strength to accept Christ as Lord over your life and your activities, you will need strength to
obey Him." And | must let Him live Hislifein me. I must depend upon His almighty power that He show-
ed when He raised up Jesus Christ from the dead. "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord.” Not in
myself, not in my will power, but in the Lord. "And in the power of his might." May God help each one
of usto do these things that we might be blessed by the Holy Spirit in our heart.

The Whole Armor of God

If a person received Jesus Christ as savior, would he need to fear the devil?

Paul has been setting forth in the Book of Ephesians what is true about being a believer. He began by
pointing out what has been arranged for the believer in Christ. He spoke of the spiritual blessings that the
believer hasin Christ. Then he showed how the believer could respond to walk worthy of his name asa
Christian.

Under the leadership of specially gifted ministers — people with divine enablement, such as apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers -the believer can grow into maturity, into the fullness of the
stature of Christ. Paul pointed out that to do this he needs to practice putting off the old human nature,
and putting on the new, which is the spiritual nature in Christ. This could best be done if he werefilled
with the Holy Spirit. Then Paul set out steps to take to achieve this blessed condition: the heart and mind
should be filled with Scripture; the believer should practice thanksgiving; believers should submit one to
another. To help believers understand, Paul pointed out specifically what six different groups of people
ought to do: wives and husbands, children and parents, servants and masters. The apostle described how
each one would be submitting himself in his situation as part of the way in which he could be filled with
the Holy Spirit of God.

All this would seem to be a complete presentation and one could wonder why Paul did not stop at this
point. He was giving them guidance for living. Now he undertook to help them to put into practice that
of which he had written. With referenceto a believer living in thisworld, Paul would say, "Thereis an
enemy."

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil (6:11).

Armor iswhat a soldier puts on when he fights. In ancient times when fighting was hand to hand, the
armor would enable him to turn aside the blows of the enemy. "Put on the whole armor of God" means see
to it that you are completely covered and protected, so that you "may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil." Paul had no question in his mind about the devil being real. The believer would be very well
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advised to remember that the devil is active and hostile. He is cunning, and is alot smarter than any
human being. God can and will protect believers for which they can thank Him. He will do it in His way.

With reference to the devil, we should never forget that Michael, the archangel, durst not rail at him.
Whatever you do, do not joke about the devil.

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as aroaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour (1 Pet. 5:8).

"Be sober" — get serious minded about this thing. Do not be light about it — "be vigilant" — keep your eyes
open because of your adversary. We have an enemy, someone that meansto do us harm, "the devil, asa
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." It would be awhole lot safer for usif he were
merely alion; that would be enough to scare us by our just looking at him. If he were only something you
could actually identify then you could be careful. Thetroubleisheisaliar. Heis smooth. He can be found
sitting in church, pretending to be pious. In the Book of Revelation where the seven churches are referred
to, two of them were called the place "where Satan is." He can be in the church, he can be in the pew. |
have spent many yearsin the pulpit so | am going to take the liberty to tell you that he can also bein the
pulpit. Remember that when the Lord Jesus Christ was with His own disciples, He turned around to talk
to Peter, one of the best men He had, and said to Peter, "Get thee behind me, Satan” (Mark 8:33).

Paul hasin mind that the devil isreal and heis not bound at this time. He is prowling and heis after us
to do us harm. He is cunning. He comes at us always on our weak side. Everyone has some weakness. An
old farmer one time was heard to pray: "Lord, prop me up on my leaning side. That is how it is with many
of us. Well, Satan knows where that is. He knows exactly the weakest spot and that is exactly where he
will attack. We should keep in mind, not only does he make a direct attack, but he also seeks to affect us
through other people. Satan is the accuser of the brethren. The next time we feel like criticizing someone,
let us keep in mind that is exactly what the devil would do.

I remember when | was a pastor that instances occurred when people in the congregation said unkind
things about one another. A word of criticism has away of always get ting back to the person involved. It
gets around and causes always more trouble. Satan is powerful, no man, woman, or child is strong enough
to face the devil alone.

When Jesus of Nazareth warned Peter that Satan planned to sift him like wheat, the Lord Jesus said to
Peter "1 have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not" (Luke 22:32). Jesus of Nazareth would not allow Peter
to withstand that testing alone. Our Lord isin heaven now praying for us, which is agreat comfort to all
believers. God has made provision for believersfor this very battle against the enemy, and He has made
these provisions as we read in Ephesians by preparing a certain armor that the Christian can put on to help
him in self-defense against the devil. Such armor will include truth, "having your loins girt about with
truth"; righteousness, "the breastplate of righteousness'; the Gospel of peace, "your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace”; and faith, "taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
guench al the fiery darts of the wicked."

God has given us the Word of God, the sword of the Spirit. Thisisthe armor that the believer isto put
onin this great contest where heis fighting for his life against a vicious enemy that wants to harm him.
Paul urges believers to put on the whole armor of God, not just part of it, but all of it. Believers need total
protection. It isalife and death struggle that we may be able to withstand the wiles of the devil. Satan is
so formidable. He is such a powerful enemy that the only chance of survival that | have is by my putting
on the whole armor of God. | can rejoice to remember that when | fail to get it al done, the Lord is more
graciousthan | can think. He can do more for me than | can ask or think. Even if | do not get the whole
armor on, | can run to Him for safety. "For Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees.”
When we get on our knees and look up into the face of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are safein Him.
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We Wrestle Against Rulers

Can you under stand that active opposition makes living much harder to endure?

Doing anything at al involves effort. When difficulties and opposition arise, it is harder. One result
of man'soriginal sin astold in the story of Genesisis the curse that is pronounced upon the ground. The
statement was that man should eat his bread in the sweat of his brow. Man was put in the garden to dress
it and keep it. He was going to have to work.

It is such amistake for anyoneto think if we just do our work everything will be al right. Actually the
very work we want to do is going to run into obstacles and hindrances. That makes the task harder. Some-
times our enemies seem to be personal. We seem to feel that some people just haveit in for us. But the
greatest enemy that a believer hasis an unseen foe, the devil.

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as aroaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour (1 Pet. 5:8).

Paul points out that we face a cunning, powerful enemy, and we must contend with a host of his evil
spirits who are against us.
In another Scripture Paul wrote like this:

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) casting down imaginations, and every high thing
that exalteth itself againgt the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ (2 Cor. 10:3-5).

This places the struggle that the believer has largely in the spiritual world. Paul instructed the believers
at Ephesus about this:

For wewrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of thisworld, against spiritual wickednessin high places (6:12).

The greatest enemy isin the spiritual world where we have to face the devil and his hosts. We need
help. We cannot cope with the devil in our own strength. We are just no match for him. We are not wise
enough, strong enough, nor good enough. The conflict is unavoidable, and continuous. The devil is on all
sides, doing everything he can to keep us from walking with the Lord. This conflict is not brought on by
our thinking about it. Every now and again someone will say, "Well, | just don't care to think about these
things, and | just wish you would not talk about them." This reminds me of some people who do not want
to keep athermometer around, because they do not want the weather to get cold. The devil isvery real.
Thefact is, we arein this fight whether we want it or not. And we have much to lose.

The devil raises questions about the ways of God. Can God be trusted? If the suggestion comesinto
your heart that God is not favoring you, that He is against you; such thoughts can shake you right down to
your heels, believe me. Then again the devil will flatter us by appealing to our own self-importance. The
ideawill cometo us that we do not deserve anything bad or harsh. Thisis Satan's way of encouraging a
grievance against God for letting this or that happen to us. Satan may suggest the threat of some rival at
work, suggesting that Jones over there is getting ahead of you. Someone is getting an advantage at work,
at school. We must be so careful about this, lest we be deceived and act in ways that would actually be
harmful.

Stand Therefore

Do you realizethat in our spiritual warfare we must take a positive stand?

Some years ago there was a president of the United States who was widely known for his terse state-
ments. On an occasion when he went to church without his wife, and then returned home, she asked about
the sermon. "What did the preacher preach about?' He answered her, "Sin." "What did the preacher say
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about it?" "He'saginit." Hereisafine clue as to what believers might do. Take a position in spiritual
things and stand there. People know of me as a Bible teacher. | pray thereis no doubt in anyone's mind
where | stand. If one were to ask: "How does he feel about the Bible ?* | hope he would soon find out:
"He believesit!" "How does he feel about the redity of the things of the Gospel 7' "He trusts them.”
These things should be clear and to the point.

Thereisacommon ideathat if a person were abeliever he would offer histestimony softly, gently,
tentatively, with asort of "with your permission.” If challenged, he would be expected to be in some
confusion, to be apologetic, perhaps embarrassed and certainly not to be too bold. Now there will be
situations in which the believer can show humility and gentleness, but thisin no way would mean weak-
ness. A man can be humble without being weak. In all that is related to public witness or testimony, it is
awaysagood thing for a person to be clear in his stance. "For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who
shall prepare himself to the battle?' (1 Cor. 14:8).

Itiswell to keep in mind that the believer's public testimony is carried on in enemy territory. Believers
face apublic that is more dominated by Satan than it realizes.

In whom the god of thisworld hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who isthe image of God, should shine unto them (2 Cor. 4:4).

The believer must stand firm, with a clear note on God, Christ, and Calvary .He must keep it clear in
his message that Christ Jesus died for sinners, and that He arose from the dead. He must speak firmly on
the truth that Christ is now in the presence of God, that He is praying for us; and praise His Name, He will
return! These things have been revealed, and they all come together. The believer should affirm them as
they are. To be sure, Satan wants to interfere with the communication of the Gospel. He will oppose any
faithful presentation of the Gospel.

In the parable of the Sower and the Seed, Jesus of Nazareth taught that if a seed falls by the wayside
the fowls of the air come to pick it up. And when He gave the interpretation of that He said that if anyone
hears the Word and does not understand it, the evil one comes and takes that message out of his heart.
Satan steals the spoken Word away just like the birds eat the exposed grain that islying on the road. Any
teacher or preacher should beware lest he allow himself to be sidetracked from his purpose. If heisup
there to preach and to teach the Word of God, everything else is beside the point. | an saddened when |
think of how much time earnest sincere people lose by arguing and discussing matters that do not matter.
Believers should beware lest controversy over interpretation of Scripture confuse the minds of the people
who are listening. Feelings can be aroused, emotions can be aroused that actually hinder communication.

Paul has reminded the Christians at Ephesus that there is an active enemy opposing their testimony,
whom they must withstand. The believer must stand firmly on the position that he has taken in the con-
flict.

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace (6:13-15).

The believer must take a positive stand: "Y ou don't mean to say you believe the Bible?' "Yes, | do."
"You don't believe the story of creation?' "Yes, | do." "Well now do you believe that Christ Jesus literally
arose from the dead?’ "Yes, | do." "Do you think Heisin heaven now?' "Yes, | do." "Do you think Heis
coming again?' "Yes, | do." When the argument is over and the feelings have quieted down, thereisa
tendency on the part of a believer, in goodwill and in humility to retreat. But thisis no timeto be faint-
hearted nor to yield in mistaken modesty. In matters of personal preference, comparing person with
person, the believer will esteem others better than himself. But in matters pertaining to the Gospel, to
the truth asit is about Jesus Christ, there must be no retraction, no yielding to the enemy.

www.thebibleforyou.org 5 © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke



Peter and John were humble men, and they were meek toward their persecutors. They never fought
back when they were whipped, but they persisted in preaching. They were warned not to preach. They
said, "You'll haveto judge for yourselves what you are going to do about it, we can only do what God
told usto do." The preaching they did brought them abeating and they took it. They did not fight about
it, but they stayed with it. Paul knew that the ordinary believer does not have the strength for it, so he
outlined how he can prepare himself. Paul says he should " Stand therefore, having your loins girt about.
with truth.” The believer should stick to the truth. "Having on the breastplate of righteousness*; making
sure that he is doing the right thing, and then remaining steadfast. "And your feet shod with the prepara-
tion of the gospel of peace." Believerswould like to live at peace with people. If they cannot, they regret
it, but on matters of the Gospel believers must stand and stay there. May the Lord help us each one to be
courageous and trust in Him no matter how weak we are personally, and stand where His truth is.

Praying Always
(Ephesians 6:16-24)

All the parts of the armor of God are described as protection to be used in defense with one exception:
the sword of the Spirit. Thisisthe only offensive weapon provided and it is adequate, being the Word of
God. The one activity that is to be performed constantly is praying, especialy for one another, and for
those who minister the Gospel.

Shield of Faith

Can you understand that a believer who istrusting Christ for salvation will need to exercise his faith
in daily living?

Itistruethat we are saved by faith: wonderfully, gloriously true. A soul can accept Jesus Christ as his
Savior, and never have any reason to doubt his destiny. God will see him through. "He which hath begun
agood work in you will [complete] it" (Phil. 1:6).

This was the pattern of my own experience. After years of seeking in which | read the Bible and pray-
ed, and went to church and listened, | came to faith in the course of speaking about the Gospel to other
Christians. There came atime on one glorious night when | was able to believe. | was able to accept that
Jesus Christ died for me. It was awonderful thing and | have rgjoiced in it ever since. | never needed to
add to that gracious, glorious experience as far asmy faith in God and in Christ Jesus was concerned. But
| learned later, and now we are going to seeit as Paul pointsit out here, that it is also true that a Christian
can and should live by faith.

The famous Scripture, "the just shall live by faith" includes both these ideas. When we say "the just”
we do not mean a naturally good man. We know that there is none good, no, not one. When we use the
word "just" we mean "justified.” The believer isjustified by faith in Jesus Christ. This justified soul shall
live. Day in and day out, noon and night, seven days aweek, he shall live by faith. As abeliever goes
through his daily experience he is faced again and again with practical issues, where he has to do things
that challenge him to look to God for help, to believe in the living God. Paul speaks of believers receiv-
ing "the gift of faith." In 1 Corinthians, in the 12th and 14th chapters, we read that one of the gifts of the
Spirit isfaith. But did the believers not have faith when they became believers? They certainly did! But it
seems possible that a good many people miss a greater blessing here because they think all was taken care
of when they accepted Christ.

L et us note the example when the apostles asked Jesus of Nazareth why they had not been ableto
deliver the afflicted boy from the demon that possessed him. Jesus of Nazareth told them that it was
because of their unbelief. These were apostles. Their unbelief was not that they did not believe in Him
astheir Savior. | tis possible that in that particular instance when they were exercising themselves to
deliver that boy they were not believing in the living God as they could have been.
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On the last journey to Jerusalem when the disciples were walking along with the Lord Jesus and He
cameto the fig tree and found no fruit on it, He cursed it. The next morning as they were again walking
by there they noticed that the fig tree had begun to wither. They drew His attention to it. He said at that
time, "Havefaith in God." They already bdieved in God, and that He, Jesus of Nazareth, was the Son of
God. They were following Him. What then did He mean when He said, "Have faith in God"? When we
pray, when we enter into an exercise of our will in obedience to God, we need to have faith in God. We
must exercise a certain functional faith in Him.

On one occasion the apostles, when they saw things that had happened, made the request, "L ord, in-
crease our faith." They felt the need of an ever deepening relationship with God in al that they did. They
wanted greater confidence in God, more commitment to Him that would guide them in their actions. Such
afunctioning faith would guide and strengthen them. It appearsthat this is an aspect of faith that could be
called "operational,” in that it enables a believer to avail himself of the help that comes from God. Thisis
evidently the kind of faith that Paul hasin mind in chapter 6:16: "Above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench al the fiery darts of the wicked."

"Taking the shield of faith” calls to mind the use of military equipment. The shield was like alargelid
the soldier could move around in front of him to keep him from being hit by darts and arrows. The shield
could be moved to cover his body or hisface as needed. Thiswas for protection. It was not used to attack
anyone.

Inarea sensethisisthe sort of shield spoken of here by the apostle. "Taking the shield of faith, where-
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked." The "dart" was somewhat like an arrow.
It could be dipped in pitch and set on fire. Thus when this dart or arrow would be shot it would actually
have aburning tip, that could cause real damage. The shield was used to ward off these missiles.

Indaily living, Satan will attack us. He will suggest things. For instance, he will tell us, "Y ou can't
depend on anything." Then we should use our shields. What will such a shield be? To remember that God
Is faithful, that would be your faith. Satan might say, "Don't trust Providence. Things are all against you."
Then we would swing around our shield of faith and catch that "dart” onthis: "God is merciful.” That will
put the fire out. The devil may say to us, "Thereis no hope for you. " Then we will swing around the
shield: "God is gracious.” That will put the fire out for that one. "Y our sin condemns you." But we have
our shield of faith, which we swing around and catch that dart, "Christ died for our sins." That will put
the fire out. "Y ou can never be any better than you are now. Y ou are no good and you can never be any
better." Then we will swing around the shield of faith, remembering " Christ rose from the dead and
because He arose, | am going to rise too."

Perhaps | have someone acting evil, doing wrong to me. | wonder what in the world | can do about it.
That wrongdoer is flaunting his evil actions against me. What can | do? The thought comes: "I have been
so wicked, there is no hope for me." Then | can bring this shield of faith: "Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be aswool" (Isa. 1:18). Or
someone will say, "Y ou are being blessed now, but wait until you are old, weak and alone.” Then | can
raise my shield, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" (Heb. 13:5b). These darts, these flaming arrows,
these thoughts, can be hurled at me as missiles, to undo, disturb, and distress me. | can catch those on the
shield of faith, which is my faith in God based on His Word. The Word of God will put the fire out and |
can be at peace.

Sword of the Spirit

Have you ever realized that for a believer the only weapon he has with which to attack the enemy, is
the Word of God?

In the Book of Ephesians, Paul has recognized that God has arranged for the believer to be guided, to
become more mature in Christ Jesus. To this end God has arranged that the believer should have the Holy
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Spirit, and be filled with Him for his daily living. Paul understood that even with this background, there
would be spiritual conflict. The believers have an enemy: avicious, active, cunning, capable enemy, an
adversary who is against them. Paul points out that because of this the believer should put on the whole
armor of God. This armor was provided for protection. But in addition to the armor thereis given to the
believer one weapon for at- tack, and that is the Word of God. " And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God" (Eph. 6:17). Asthe believer engagesin conflict Paul tells
him how to put on the whole armor of God. The concluding features are the helmet protecting the head,
the helmet of salvation; and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.

Let uslook for amoment at the helmet protecting the head. The head contains the brain where, among
other things, the process of thinking takes place. It isimportant to understand that if my ideas are false,
biased or one-sided, my conclusions will a'so be wrong. So salvation iswhat | need to have to protect
my thinking. Salvation is the helmet to protect the head. Salvation is the work of God through Jesus
Christ. When | call to mind what God has done through Jesus Christ, when | understand the relationship
| have with Christ Jesus by faith, then the mind is protected from errors that could be introduced. Every-
thing that comes to mind then is checked by the revelation in Christ. After | have once known Him, when
any thought comes to tell me anything, | consider it in the presence of Christ. If it is acceptable to Him, |
accept it; if not, out it goes.

The Gospel is amessage to be believed. In the Gospel all men are the creatures of God, made by Him.
All men are responsible to Him for their own conduct. The Gospel is to those who will need help. All of
them have done wrong. All of them are now doing wrong. Some of them do not know how to do right.
These men need help and so the Gospel comes to them. The Gospel is grounded in certain eventsin the
life of Jesus Christ. Thereisn't any such thing asthe Gospel apart from telling the story of Jesus Christ.
The Gospel bringsto mind that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself; that Jesus of Nazareth
was the Son of God, and came into the world to give His life aransom for many. Christ died on Calvary's
cross for sinners. God accepted that death as a substitute sacrifice for sinners and, on the basis of it, He
will forgive anyone who accepts Christ Jesus as Savior and Lord. Christ Jesus was buried. He arose again
the third day according to the Scriptures, He was seen, and He ascended into heaven in full view of them
al. Heisnow in the presence of God praying for us, and He is coming again. Thisis the Gospel.

The central idea of the Gospel is the resurrection. Thisis absolutely essential. If aman confesses with
his mouth that Jesusis Lord and believesin his heart that God has raised Him from the dead, he shall be
saved. The Gospel that Paul talks about in 1 Corinthians 15:1-3 is grounded in certain eventsin the life
of Jesus of Nazareth. This Gospel, these events, are interpreted by certain historic documents called the
Scriptures of the Old Testament, and later the New Testament. The Gospel story of Jesus Christ is verified
by the testimony of countless millions of people who have believed and have been saved, and is now
demonstrated in the lives of believers. Thisisthe whole truth of salvation which I must get into my mind.
It will be like ahelmet. | t will protect me from wrong thinking.

Into our handsis put the Scriptures, the written Word of God. God has revealed in the Scriptures the
nature of creation, of heaven, of His law, and the nature of His grace. These are given to the believer. This
IS the one weapon with which the believer can attack the enemy. The believer confronts the lies of Satan
with the truth of God. Here the believer can stand. Satan will use someone to say, "Thereis no hope. Look
around, it isjust a hopeless situation. Thisworld isjust ruined." The believer can see al this, but he real-
izes that he has the Word of God. The Scriptures are in his heart. The Scriptures confront the bad situation
by saying God can raise the dead. When the heart is filled with fear, the believer has the Gospel telling
him "Fear not, for | will be with thee, | will never leave thee nor forsake thee." If | feel uncertainty around
me, as a believer with the Scripturein my hand | can give afirm word. Thereis aflat statement from God
that | can put over against all the uncertainty of men. Around me may be a storm at sea, but as abeliever |
have in the Scriptures a compass to follow, to guide me directly in the will of God.
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Thisisfighting with the sword of the Spirit. | am not going to kill anyone with this, but | am going to
answer the lies of Satan. | am going to put the enemiesto flight, because actually as over against every-
thing | have the plain Word of God which is my weapon for attacking the lies of the enemy.

Praying Always

Can you see how praying on the part of a believer is an important service that he can render?

Praying always sounds proper when a believer'sway of living is discussed. Being a believer and living
under God you would think praying would come just normal and natural. There is no doubt that believers
pray, and that praying can become routine. One praysat certain times about certain things, and all too
often the times become more brief. There can be praying in an emergency. If abeliever had real trouble,
he would naturally turn to God to pray. Unfortunately this is the sum of praying for many. How oftenit is
| wait until. | amin trouble before | pray. | need to pray in order that | might avoid trouble. | need to pray
for each day, and in each day to pray for each other.

After Paul had set forth a sketch of al the blessings for the believer in hisletter to the Ephesians, and
explained the wisdom of God in bringing Hiswill to pass, he then showed how believers could walk
worthily of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; and how they could grow in grace and in knowledge. Then
Paul sketched the provision which God has made for the believer'svictory in living. He tells how the
Christian should put on the whole armor of God to protect himself.

After this Paul spells out what the Christian should do and that is to pray.

Praying alwayswith all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for al saints; and for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that | may open my mouth boldly,

to make known the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in bonds: that therein | may speak boldly,
as | ought to speak (6:18-20).

With everything that isin the Bible in hand, what are we to do? We are to pray! Pray always! The believer
istold that he should always be practicing this exercise of praying. For the believer there will be repeated
opportunity to deny himself, that God's will might be done. No one is able to see the will of God in his
own strength, or wisdom. N or would he be able to obey it in his own strength and his own wisdom. The
believer needs to have the blessing of God. Paul tells usto pray. Thereis a constant need for the grace of
God that He gives freely when He is asked.

And | say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
For every one that asketh receiveth (Luke 11:9, 10).

What is going to happen to the person who doesn't ask? If | don t ask, | will not have. James makes this
clear: "Y ou have not, because you ask not" (James 4.2). The Lord gave awonderful promiseif | will but
do something about it. If | will just ask and seek and knock. | must ask, | must pray. "Praying alwayswith
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit." In every situation does not mean sixty minutes in every hour,
twenty-four hoursin every day, and seven daysin every week, constantly, but "aways" does mean in
any and every situation.

"With all prayer and supplication in the Spirit" means as led by the Holy Spirit of God. | will be
prompted by His Holy Spirit.

Likewisethe Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered (Rom. 8:26).

When | pray in the Spirit, | pray as| am inwardly prompted to pray.

"And watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for al saints. Note the order of this:
praying and watching thereunto. Watching my own heart and my own weakness and praying for the grace
that | need. The emphasisis praying alwaysin every situation as led by the Holy Spirit, and watching
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thereunto. This meansto pray to Almighty God and then to look to see how the tide of the battle is going.
When | am praying for something that | feel the Spirit wants done, | have confidence that God wants it
done. So | ask for it, and then | look — "watching thereunto." | ook to see how the tide of battle is going,
since | am praying for al saints. The Holy Spirit will lead me to care for other believers. As| seetheir
need, feel their challenge, and | sense the danger that they have and the weakness that they have in them-
selves, | care for them and pray for them.

"And for me," Paul saysto these Ephesian Christians, "pray for me that utterance may be given unto
me." Notice, Paul did not ask that they pray that he might be comforted. He was not urging them to pray
that he could be helped, just because he was weak. He wanted them to pray that he might be able to do
what he was to do. He was involved in things. The Lord had things He needed done. With thisin mind,
they were to pray. Paul wanted help that he might be ready and able to do the will of God, so he wanted
them to pray for him. | t was for thiskind of preaching that he had been put into prison.

Now he wants grace while heis there in prison to know just what heisto do. Should he not pray for
himself? Certainly, and undoubtedly he did. Jesus of Nazareth prayed for Himself, and so should |. But
the thrust in this passage "praying alwayswith all prayer and supplication for all saints' isto pray for
others. The armor isfor me. The sword isin my hands. But the burden of my prayingisfor other people —
"for all saints." Y et Paul specifically requested that they should pray for him. Not that he should be deliv-
ered from the challenge, and not that he should be spared any hurt or any harm, but that he should be
strengthened and guided to do his task well. Twice he requested that "I may speak boldly, as | ought to
speak. " Paul was seeking the help of God to obey His will.
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